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OPENING CEREMONY

The 66th session of the ICPO-In-
terpol General Assembly was held
in New Delhi, India, from 15th to
21st October 1997.

The opening ceremony took
place on 15th October in the pres-
ence of Mr Kanemoto, President of
Interpol, Mr Inder Gujral, Prime
Minister of India, the Home Min-
ister of India, the Indian Minister
of State for Personnel, Mr Ana-
toly Kulikov, Deputy Prime Min-
ister of the Russian Federation,
and Mr Sharma, Director of the
Central Bureau of Investigation of

India.

The full texts of the speeches
given on this occasion appear be-
low.

Speech by the Director of
the Central Bureau of In-
vestigation

“Honourable Prime Minister of
India,

Honourable Home Minister,
Honourable Minister of State for
Personnel,

Deputy Prime Minister of Russia,
President of Interpol,

Secretary General of Interpol,
Vice-Presidents,

Distinguished delegates,

Special invitees,

Observers,

Ladies and gentlemen,

Members of the Press,

Interpol India and my colleagues
in the Central Bureau of Investi-

gation extend a hearty welcome to

vou to the Inaugural Session of

the 66th General Assembly of In-
terpol. We are honoured by the
presence of the large congregalion
of delegates from Interpol member
countries and observers from in-
ternational organizations. I feel
proud in announcing that never
before in the seventy-four years’
history of Interpol, has such a
large number of member countries
participated.

Mr Sharma, Director of the Central
Bureau of Investigation of India

We are p;lrtit:n]an‘!}-‘ honoured
by the presence in our midst of the
Honourable Prime Minister of In-
dia. Honourable Home Minister
and Honourable Minister of State
for Personnel. I am grateful to
them. Bul for their generous en-
couragement, it would not have
been possible for us to take up the
enormous responsibility of host-
ing the General Assembly in India.
We have also in our midst eight
Ministers of Interior ol member
countries who have come as Del-
egates. The presence of so many
luminaries bestows special im-
portance and dignity to the meet-
ing.

It was the cherished dream of
my predecessors to bring the Gen-
eral Assembly Session to India.
They worked tirelessly for this for
many years. | feel obliged to them
Their dream is fulfilled today,

During the five-day delibera-
tions, the delegates will be dis-
cussing, for possible consensus,
the burning issues ol present-day
policing. Our common concern is
the rapid growth ol international
crimes like terrorism, arms and
drug smuggling, money launder-
ing, sexual abuse of voung chil-
dren. computer busting. illegal
sale of flora. fauna and national
heritage ete. The globe has shrunk
to a small village and now it is
possible for resourcelul criminals
lo have a8V aceess lo any place in
the world in spite of the national
barriers. The miraculous strides
in communication and informa-



Upll technology have opened new
Vistas in crime, the world over,
making it difficult for any one
Country to tackle it alone. Detec-
tion and to some extent preven-
tion of crime, both at the national
and transnational level, will be
possible only through the active
Co-operalion amongst the police
forces of all the countries. The
call on the services of Interpol
will certainly increase in times to
come. Interpol plays a unique role
in bringing together member coun-
tries with diverse laws, proce-
dures and ideologies, in their fight
against crime. Ladies and gentle-
men, I would not be exaggerating
if I state that Interpol has been a
success because it is a union of
die-hard professionals — a police
club. The policeman or woman
takes a vow to fight the battle\
against the criminal irrespective of
his origin, nationality, ideology
or religion. I salute vou all.

Distinguished delegates, 1 wish
you meaningful deliberations in
the Session and a very happy and
pleasant stay in the capital of In-
dia. We have resolved to make the
66th General Assembly a memo-
rable experience for you and I am
confident that you will remember
it for a long time.

Thanking you all once again.”

Speech by the President of
the ICPO-Interpol

“Mr President,

Mr Prime Minister,
Honourable Ministers,
Fellow Platform Guests,
Honourable Delegates,
Distinguished Guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is indeed a great honour for
me to address all of you at the
opening ceremony of the 66th
General Assembly of the ICPO-In-
terpol here in New Delhi.

As a member of Interpol since
1949, India has always been quite
active within the Organization.
India hosted the 13th Asian Re-
gional Conference in 1994, while
regularly sending its highest po-
lice officials to serve on the Exec-
utive Committee. 1 personally
have a very fond and pleasant
memory of working together with
Mr Mohen G. Katre between 1985-
1988, and with Mr Joginder Singh
since last year.

Building on such a longstanding
contribution to Interpol, it is par-
ticularly significant that India
hosts the annual meeting of the
Organization’s supreme body in
the same year as she celebrates
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her 50th anniversary of indepen-
dence.

On behalf of Interpol and all the
delegates representing 177 Mem-
ber States, I would like to express
our profound appreciation to the
Indian Government, Prime Min-
ister Mr Gujral and Minister for
Home Affairs Mr Gupta for host-
ing Interpol’s General Assembly.

Our gratitude also goes to
Messrs. Singh and Sharma and
their staff who spared no energy in
making this meeting a success and
our stay comfortable. I am con-
vinced that this Assembly will be
an important milestone for Inter-
pol which will celebrate its 75th
birthday next vear.

Ladies and gentlemen, one year
has passed since vou elected me
President of Interpol during the
65th General Assembly in Turkey.
I would like to thank all of vou
again for the confidence vou ex-
pressed in my candidacy.

Since this conference is my first
General Assembly, I believe that 1
should identify four principles
which have directed and will con-
tinue to direct my actions as Pres-
ident. They are effectiveness.
efficiency. accountability and sol-
idarity.

Since we are all professional
crime fighters, let us be effective
by targeting our efforts and ener-
gies to where they are most
needed. To do so, we should al-
wavs re-examine our priorities
and the relevance of what we have
been doing.

Let us be efficient, because waslt-
ing scarce resources could be as
serious a crime as that which
might have been prevented with a
more carelul allocation of our re-
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sources. Being more conscious of
achieving “value for money allo-
cated” and being more result-ori-
ented in our actions is all the more
essential as the policy of “zero-
growth budget” adopted by the
Rome Assembly in 1994 dictates
our basic course of action.

Let us remain accountable, to
each other, to our Member States
and most of all to the billions of
innocent and law-abiding people
of the world. Today. Interpol is a
professional organization of law
enforcement agencies worldwide
whose primary mission is to make
sure that people are protected
from crimes and that the crimi-
nals are brought to justice. The
relevance of Interpol is judged
solely by the extent to which it
has discharged this responsibil-
1tv.

And finally, solidarity. Interpol
derives its unique strength from
the fact that it has 177 Member
States within its network of police
co-operation. I believe that Inter-
pol is like the ozone-layers, which
are invisible to the naked eye but
which have a powerful and pro-
tective net shielding the earth
from deadly ultra-violet rays. Like
the ozone layers with ozone holes,
Interpol would greatly lose its pro-
tective capacity if it severs contact
with its members for whatever
reasons. It is crucially important
for Interpol to keep Member States
“in constant touch” with each
other and with the General Sec-
retarial.

Having identified the four prin-
ciples of effectiveness, efficiency,
accountability and solidarity,
please allow me to quote the gen-

The Vigyan Bhawan Conference
Centre where the General
Assembly was held

eral policy guidelines that I re-
ferred to in my campaign plat-
form.

They are:
(1) to optimize Interpol’s Database
System and promote data feed-
back between member countries
through efficient management of
the Organization;
(2) to fight against new threats to
the international community, in
particular, transnational organized
crime;
(3) to promote its Regionalization
Programmes in harmony with ex-
isting regional initiatives; and
(4) to advance its Telecommuni-
cations Network Modernization
Programme with the aim of con-
solidating its role as the only or-
gan in the world for global police
co-operation.

These are the main areas of ac-
tion where I believe Interpol’s ef-
forts should be focused. Time
would not allow me to address
each important agenda item in the
light of these challenges. Let me
remind you that many of the pro-
posed decisions and actions that
you have on the week’s agenda
stem from this set of priorities.
However, the world of crime fight-
ing rapidly changes its features
and I suspect that there already
exist other equally important
problems which need to be ad-

dressed. Needless to say, Interpol
should always stay vigilant and
flexible enough to adjust accord-
ingly its policy preferences.

Indeed, our agenda for the 66th
General Assembly session is re-
plete with the challenges that face
every law enforcement body in
the world. These items require
vour full attention and your ener-
getic debate. But there are two
strategic challenges internal to the
Organization which require at
Jeast an equal measure of yourat-
tention and of course your debate.
Theyv are (1) the question of Orga-
nizational Financing; and (2) the
selection of the next Secrelary
General.

The question of Organizational
Financing, i.c. the amount of the
contribution to be paid by each
Member State and the question of
arrears, has been and will be one
of the most important and difficult
issues Lhat faces the Organization.
The issue of Interpol’s Finances
will require vour full attention,
reflection and debate. Let me take
a moment il [ may to provide a
context for the discussion that

must occur.

The actual system of financing
of Interpol was established in 1990
on the basis of the proposal of the
then Adviser of the Organization,

66th General Assembly
Session of ICPO-Interpol

15-21 October 1997 New Delki. fodia
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Mr Robert Van Hove, Since then,
Interpol has witnessed several im-
portant decisions that have had a
greal impact on the system of In-
terpol’s financing based on the
Van Hove Plan.

Tl:ltl first decision related to the
Regional Modernization Pro-
gramme instituted from 1991.
Combined with the computeriza-
tion of Interpol's database, this
ambitious project has helped In-
terpol to become one of the most
modern and technically advanced
police organizations in the world.
In a few years more than 150
Member States will be linked to
this advanced information net-
WO{‘}(. However, Interpol cannot
maintain its position without in-
curring increased update costs ev-
ery five to six vears.

The second is the resolution of
the Rome General Assembly on
the “zero-growth budget”. This
decision, I am convinced, has
tremendously encouraged the Or-
ganization to streamline its man-
agement, to prioritize its projects
and to become more cost-con-
scious. Every one of you would
certainly ag}ee that these mea-
sures should continue. At the
same lime we must enable the Or-
ganization to adequately meet the
challenges of technological mod-
ernization and new tvpes of in-
ternational crime which will
appear in the next century.

The third is the creation of Sub-
Regional Bureaus in the Americas
and Africa. By providing a frame-
work for sub-regional police co-
operation, the project helped the
member countries concerned to
more effectively combat crimes of
immediate sub-regional concern
and in the process bring Interpol
closer to them. But it is also be-
coming apparent that the Sub-Re-
gional Bureaus lack a solid
financial base and that, despite
efforts of all concerned, they suf-
fer from budget problems that
eventually may undermine the rel-
evance of the project itself.

Combining these three decisions
with, first, some problems unre-

solved by the Van Hove Plan, sec-
ond, the increasing amount of ar-
rears and third, the rising number
of demands for reduced statutory
contributions, the solution of the
question of Organizational Fi-
nancing has become more com-
plicated but much more urgent as
well.

It is in this context that the Ex-
ecutive Committee has decided
this year that a study of Organi-
zational Financing be undertaken
by an Adviser, in the person of
Mr Ronald K. Noble, a former
member of the Executive Com-
mittee. The purpose of the study
will be to update and modernize
the whole system of member
countries’ statutory contributions
and also to address the problem of
funding the Sub-Regional Bu-
reaus. Mr Noble has committed
himself to working closely with
the Executive Committee and the
Member States in conducting this
important study. I encourage all
Members States with proposals to
submit them to the General Sec-
retariat for Mr Noble's review and
consideration. We all understand
too well that the problems to re-
solve are overwhelming but we
also know that unless we address
these matters collectively we will
not be able to survive the chal-
lenges of the next century.

The second strategic issue that
will need vour attention, reflec-
tion and debate concerns the se-
lection of the successor to
Secretary General Raymond E.
Kendall. As you know, Mr Kendall
was appointed Secretary General
in 1985 and was reappointed in
1990 for the second term and in
1995 for the third term. By virtue
of Article 28 of the Organization’s
Constitution, his term of office
normally comes to an end in the
vear 2000.

You would certainly agree that
in the light of the tremendous con-
tributions that Mr Kendall has
made to the Organization during
his stewardship as Secretary Gen-
eral, the selection of his successor
in the most appropriale manner is
one of the most important deci-

sions that the Organization is re-
quired to make before the turn of
the century. And to do so. we
should begin the process with suf-
ficient lead time.

Therefore, the Executive Com-
mittee has decided that the new
Executive Committee which will
be formed following the elections
at the end of this General Assem-
bly session will start the process
of selecting a candidate for the
post of Secretary General to be
presented to the General Assem-
bly for approval. You will be reg-
ularly informed of progress in this
matter.

May I conclude, Ladies and Gen-
tlemen, by thanking again all of
vou in advance for making this
General Assembly a great success.
Thank vou very much.”

Speech by Mr Guijral,
Prime Minister of India

“Mr President,

Mr Secretary General,
Distinguished delegates.
Honoured guests,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

First let me apologize for being
late, which was quite uninten-
tional.

It is my unique privilege to ex-
tend to you a hearty welcome to
our country. We are hosting the
66th General Assembly Session
of Interpol in the 50th year of our
Independence. It is not only a
proud moment for the Police of
India — of whom we are proud be-
cause theyv have greatly con-
tributed to stabilizing the situation
in the country (Applause) — but
also for our country as a whole as
this very important event is taking
place here for the first time in our
history.

India is a senior member of In-
terpol, having joined the Organi-
zation in 1949, India has also been
one of its most active members.
We have had the privilege of host-
ing the 13th Asian Regional Con-
ference in 1994, the first Interpol
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Conference on Methaqualone in
1992 and an Inter-Regional Meet-
ing of Heads of Drug Services in
1988.

I would like to take this oppor-
tunitv to congratulate the Secre-
tarv General of Interpol for the
remarkable successes achieved
during his successive terms of of-
fice. (Applause)

Ours is an era marked by glob-
alization in every sphere of hu-
man activity. This unfortunately
carries within its fold, the phe-
nomenon of globalization of crime
as well. As the nations of the
world come closer and the barri-
ers between them crumble, newer
opportunities for internathngl
crime inevitably emerge. Crimi-
nal conspiracies today are .hatched
across continents using lugh—te_ch
telecommunication facilities. With
liberalized immigration proce-
dures to facilitate international
travel, criminals too cross horde‘rs
conveniently and seek refuge 1n
safer havens. Movement of drugs.
arms, stolen works of art, and ill-

otten money across the world has
virtually the same state of the art
infrastructural support as other
commodities connected with trade
and commerce. Such crimes place
substantial legal and jurisdictional
hurdles before the police, as there
is no uniformity in the laws of the
countries. These crimes and l}?e
complex problems being faced in
tackling them are a cause of great
concern. The only organization
which addresses these concerns
on a global level is Interpol.

Interpol, Ladies and Gentlemen,
is a unique institution symboliz-
ing the universal concern of the
world community towards the
phenomenon of crime. But for In-
terpol, crime would have had a
free run in the world of today. As
someone pul it, if Interpol did not
exist, we would have had to in-
vent it today. We must, therefore.
acknowledge and applaud the ba-
sic wisdom and foresight of those
who conceived and created this
organization in the early part of
this century and also those who
have contributed in its evolution

Mr Gujral, Prime Minister of India

to its present form. The fact that
Interpol has acquired the status
of an observer at the UN is yet an-
other landmark in its emergence
as a truly world body today.

I must also congratulate the
member countries whose repre-
sentatives are assembled here, but
for whose co-operation and con-
tinued goodwill an organization
like Interpol cannot exist. India
has a long list of cases in which
your excellent co-operation has
been of great benefit, be it the col-
lection of evidence for investiga-
tion or the location, detention and
extradition of some of the most
wanted criminals. Equally long is
the list of cases in which we have
provided co-operation to other
member countries. In spite of the
complex problems being faced by
law enforcement the world over
and the wide variances in our pro-
cedural and substantive laws, we,
the member countries of Interpol,
have been largely successful in
rising to the challenge of interna-
tional crime.

The most crucial factor in suc-
cessful police co-operation be-
tween nations is the realization
that we are all fighting a common
enemy. Crime anywhere does not
augur well for the world commu-
nity as a whole. International
crime spreads like wild fire and if
vour neighbour’s roof is gutted to-
day, it will not be long before your
own meets the same fate. Crimi-
nals can never be good friends of
any individual, let alone any na-
tion. Anyone giving succour and
refuge to them will sooner or later
have to pay a heavy price. It is
heartening to note that this real-
ization is sweeping across the
world today and our coming to-
gether once every vear is ample
proof of our universal concern.

For this General Assembly ses-
sion, vou have an impressive
agenda including such relevant
issues as terrorism, organized
crime, drug trafficking and money
laundering. At India’s request, an
agenda item relating to red no-
l'iF:tas has also been included for
discussion with a view to pass-
Ing a resolution to accord legal
status to these notices issued by
the Interpol General Secretariat. 1
am sure your deliberations will
go a long way in evolving unifor-
mity of approach towards these
notices, as they can be a most ef-
f(e(:l!Vﬂ measure in location, de-
ler_mun and extradition of wanted
criminals.

[ must stress the vital need for
progress with computerization
and the need to deal at the high-
est level with the laundering of
money linked to corruption, in or-
der to establish a sort of interna-
tionally accepted code of good
conduct,

The problems of fugitives from
law, moving freely in safer havens
with impunity is indeed a serious
one to which you must address
vourselves. Our country is deeply
affected by this malaise. With In-
terpol’s help and the help ex-
tended by some member countries
we have succeeded in bringing a
number of dreaded criminals and
lerrorists on the run to justice. Bul
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many others still evade the law.
Nearly fiftv of our most wanted
men are safelv ensconced else-
where. We know their precise
whereabouts but are unable to
bring them to our country to face
trial. Theyv are posing serious
threats to our internal security and
law and order. They operate
through a network of foot soldiers
based here. Thev organize kid-
nappings for ransom and murders,
and foment trouble on seclarian
lines. We look up to Interpol and
to the goodwill vour meeting in
New Delhi will generate in at-
tempting to solve this problem.

There is also a requirement to
find an agreed definition to cer-

tain kinds of crime whose effect
transcends international borders.
Terms such as “political crime”
also need to be defined and
should be incorporated into the
legal codes of member countries.
For a session such as this should
deliberate on and define such
terms and encourage member
countries to adopt such defini-
tions. Agreed definitions in re-
spect of procedural law for the
location. detention and extradi-
tion of fugitives and for the con-
fiscation of the proceeds of crime
should also evolve and these will
go a long way lo removing some
of the legal bottlenecks in the
sphere of international police co-
operation.

A view of the official platform during the Opening Ceremony

[ am confident that the deliber-
ations of this General Assemblyv
Session will be very fruitful and
result in positive steps to tackle
major problems being faced by po-
lice officers the world over today.
Before concluding, T would like
to reassure vou of India’s com-
mitment towards this cause.

I am also hopeful that vour stay
in New Delhi will be enjoyable
and that the 66th General Assem-
bly Session will go down in the
history of Interpol as an impor-
tant landmark.

Thank vou.”
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LEGAL MATTERS

Annual Report of the
Supervisory Board for the
Internal Control of
Interpol’s Archives
(Report No. 1a)

Rules of Procedure of the
Supervisory Board

The Board drew up and ap-
proved its Rules of Procedure.
These Rules confirm the Board’s
independence. define the proce-
dure for its discussions and de-
liberations, and establish the
principle that the Board’s meet-
ings should be held in camera.

Report No. 1a also contained the
text of an Agreement between the
Supervisory Board and the Gen-
eral Secretariat.

Verification of personal
information held in Interpol’s

archives

n 1995-1996, the Board carried
out two kinds of verification.

Requests for verification

These requests for verification
are made by private individuals.

In 1996, the Board considered
27 individual requests for verifi-
cation. some of which were of a
very sensitive nature.

After studying the requests care-
fully, the Board replied to the per-
sons concerned that all the
verifications provided for had
been conducted. It also asked for
one file to be deleted and for an
addendum to a red notice to be
published.

In this respect, the Board was
pleased to note that the Secretary
General had taken the necessary
measures to have the Board’s de-
cisions, which he had accepted
and signed, implemented without
delay or questions by the General
Secretariat departments.

The Board also considered that
one request for the publication of
a red notice from an NCB contra-
vened the provisions of Article 3
of the Constitution. In this case,
the Board was pleased to learn
that its opinion, which it had
given after consulting the Secre-
tary General, was shared by the
Executive Committee.

In its Rules of Procedure, the
Supervisory Board has laid down
certain principles concerning the
admissibility of requests from pri-
vate individuals. For instance, Ar-
ticle 9(6) of the Rules of Procedure
specifies that such requests must
be made by persons who are di-
rectly concerned or by their duly
authorized or legal representa-
tives. In application of this prin-
ciple, the Board has also accepted
that an administration mandated
by an individual may formulate a
request for a case to be re-exam-
ined or to have access to the files,
it being understood that any such
mandate will be assessed on a
case-by-case basis.

As a general rule, the Board in-
forms requesting parties that it is
not empowered to divulge
whether or not Interpol’s archives
contain information concerning
them, or to give them access to
such information should it exist.
The Board maintained the princi-
ple of not giving specific data to
any individual, but it modified its
position slightly in certain cases

where it indicated to requesting
parties that they might have a bet-
ter chance of obtaining informa-
tion by applving to specified
institutions. In conformity with
Article 23 of the Rules on Inter-
national Police Co-operation, the
Board also told requesting parties
whether or not there was infor-
mation about them in the General
Secretariat's archives, once it had
nf.)tainml the express agreement
of the NCB empowered to dispose
of the information. The Board also
obtained authorization from two
NCBs to inform a requesting party
that no police information con-
cerning him had been supplied
from the NCBs in question, al-
lhnugh this did not rule out the
possible existence of information
from other NCRs.

In any event, if a requesting
party learned from an official
source other than the General Sec-
retarial that police information
abmlll him existed, or if the infor-
ma1t10n was communicated bv the
N’C,.Bs concerned under the con-
ditions described in Article 10 of
ll]e Rules on International Police
L(J-f{_]mra{ion, the Board agreed to
confirm to the requesting party
that such information existed in
the Organization’s archives and
that i’l had been recorded in con-
formity with the Organization’s
rules and regulations.

Spot checks

The Board made spot checks to
ensure that computerized personal
data was properly processed, and
heard reports from the heads of
departments responsible for ap-
plying the Rules on Deletion or
updating the computerized files.
In this connection. the Board
noted that the General Secretariat
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had fulfilled its obligations to
delete files which were the subject
of spot checks. However, the
Board observed that there was
some delay in the deletion of
broadcast messages which were
not confirmed within the required
time-limits by the originating
NCBs.

After being told that these delavs
were due to a lack of response on
the part of the NCBs. the Board
recommended that the General
Secretariat delete anv police in-
formation which had not received
a posilive or negalive response
within the prescribed time-limits.

In accordance with Article 2(2)
and Article 8(7) ol the Rules on the
Deletion of Police Information,
the Board asked the General Sec-
retariat to keep copies of (]m:n-_
ments indicating the deletion of
information in an administrative
filing system separate from the
criminal records.

That would enable the Board to
make spot checks on the purpose
of keeping such documents and
on the actual use made of them.
The Board also asked the General
Secretariat to introduce an aceess
authorization system whl_{:h
would prevent unauthorized in-
dividuals or departments from
consulting the documents.

Opinion of the Board on the
use of press articles in the
Criminal Information System

At the request of the General
Secretariat, the Board examined
the question ol whether or not the
Organizalion should process in-
formation culled from the press. It
gave an opinion recommending
that information containing per-
sonal data should be verified with
the NCBs.

This requirement is justilied by
the risk involved ol keeping per-
sonal data when there are no rel-
evant judicial or police files in
Interpol member countries. This
verification will also avoid the
misuse ol personal information
bv NCBs which could attach the

same importance to such press in-
formation as to data provided by
other NCBs.

However, if the information con-
tains no personal data, the General
Secretariat has much wider scope
for interpretation and it may de-
cide not to ask NCBs to confirm an
item of press information, partic-
ularly when the public source is
a reliable one.

In any case, the Board considers
that Article 6(2) of the Rules on In-
ternational Police Co-operation
compels the General Secretariat
to delete personal or non-personal
information about specific crimi-
nal cases when it finds that such
information is incorrect or no
longer correct. The Board, too, is
under an obligation to verify the
accuracy of personal police infor-
mation, as well as the period for
which it is kept. Finally, the Board
is of the opinion that no uncon-
firmed personal information
should be kept in the Criminal In-
formation System bevond the cur-
rent time-limits. It is up to the
Organization's appropriate bod-
ies to supplement, if necessary,
the rules governing the use of per-
sonal data which has not been
confirmed by the NCBs or to sub-
mit a draft amendment on this
subject to the Board.

Assessment of the Criminal
Archives Computer Systems

The Board noted that the cur-
rent system is very satisfactory,
despite a few remarks which will
be taken into account in the new
compuler system.

The Board decided to go bevond
examining the basic texts and the
organization of the computer sys-
tem, and to try to link up theory
with practice, by checking that
the Organization's rules and reg-
ulations are elfectively applied.
It has decided to look into the
transter of information between
the NCBs and Interpol. and the
validation ol such information.

The General Assembly took note
of the Board's report outlined

above, which had been approved
by the Executive Committee. It
also took note of the importance of
publishing the Board's annual re-
port in application of a resolution
to that effect.

Amendment of the
Constitution and of the
General Regulations

Choice of General Assembly
meeting place: Modification of
procedure (amendment of
Article 12 of the Constitution
and Articles 3, 5 and 6 of the
General Regulations) —
Report No. 2

The General Assembly made
one modification to the text of Ar-
ticle 12 of the Constitution al-
lowing the General Assembly to
choose its meeting place two vears
in advance. That modification
meant that other changes had to be
made to the General Regulations.
to bring them into line with the
Constitution. Draft Resolution
AGN/66/P.RES/1 was adopted
unanimously by the 118 delega-
tions voting, thus becoming Res-
olution AGN/66/RES/1.

Regional Conferences
(amendment of Article 11 of
the Constitution and Articles

39, 36 and 37 of the General
Regulations)

Report No. 3 was then submitted
to the Assembly. It contained the
Executive Committee’s proposal
to give Regional Conferences in-
stitutional status: they would be
considered as regional sessions ol
the General Assembly, with the
decision to hold them being taken
by the General Assembly each
vear.

The Executive Committee’s Pl-f_.
posal were adopted unanimousi}
(Resolution AGN/66/RES/2).
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FINANCIAL MATTERS

The Finance Committee was
chaired by Mr Taylor (United
Kingdom). a Member of the Exec-
utive Committee and chairman of
that Committee's Finance Sub-

Committee.

Implementation of the
1997 Budget

The Financial Controller de-
scribed the financial situation at
30th September 1997, the date by
which 75% of budget appropria-
tions should have been spent. In
fact, on that date actual spending
amounted to 65.9% of appropria-
tions for expenses at Headquar-
ters. 47.4% of appropriations for
expenses outside Headquarters
(because of delays in implement-
ing regional modernization pro-
jects) and 64.2% of total
expenditure appropriations. The
only programme in respect of
which the implementation per-
centage resulted in an anomaly
was “Meetings and Missions”
(104%). The low percentage
(19.3%) for assets subject to de-
preciation should be noted; how-
over. it resulted merely from
delays in acquiring or paying for
some of those assets. All in all,
the budget appropriations for 1997
were being spent quite normally.

Financial Report — 1996

The Director of Administration
and Finance reported on Inter-
pol's financial situation on 31sl
December 1996, suggesting that
delegates should look at the charts
in Report No. 1. He commented
first on assets (fixed assets, ac-
counts receivahle and financial
accounts) and then on liabilities
(equity. funds, other current lia-
bilities). The accounting resull

gave a positive balance of FRF
10.723.094.28 and a decision
would have to be taken about al-
location of that sum.

Turning to certain specific items,
he said that Interpol had changed
its bank as a result of a call for
bids issued to the banking com-
munity. The change had proved
very profitable with respect to
both investments and bank
charges: the gains over the course
of the year totalled over one mil-
lion francs.

The sum under the heading "Ex-
ceptional income” reflected the
FRF 4.5 million paid to the Orga-
nization following negotiations
with the French unemployment
insurance scheme. FRF 2.7 mil-
lion of that sum had been paid
into the IUCS, the internal unem-
ployment insurance compensa-
tion scheme.

The increase in spending on per-
sonnel reflected the rise in social
insurance charges (pensions and
health insurance) but remained
reasonable (+3.69%). Operating
costs for regional modernization
rose by 82% and would rise still
further in 1997, bul current costs
rose by only 1.78% which was re-
markable in that most of them
were affected by the 2% increase
in VAT imposed at the end of 1995
although, of course, VAT was even-
tually refunded by France. Those
figures illustrated the efforts the
General Secretarial had made to
economize. The final table, show-
ing total income and total ex-
penses, gave FRF 10,723,094 as
the accounting resull for the vear
and a preliminary draft resolution
had been prepared on allocation of
that sum.

The Financial Controller gave
his report on implementation of

the 1996 budgel. The balance,
FRI 11.370.000. was slightly dif-
ferent from the net accounting re-
sult because the tables did not
include exceptional items or ex-
change rate gains. He then com-
mented  on  the different
programme charts in Report No. 1,
one after the other.

In the case of the Policy and
Management Programme, the re-
sult stemmed from the fact that
one official had not been recruited
and that spending on transport
and on meetings and missions had
been cut.

.'['lw Liaison and Criminal Intel-
ligence Programme showed a sur-
plus of FRF 1.9 million in favour
of the Organization: that was due
to the fact that six officials bud-
geted for had not been recruited.
and to the continued policy of
k@.Gplmg transport. meetings and
missions costs down, despite the
mcrease in the number of mis-
stons carried out. The low ex-
change rate for the United States
dollar against the French franc
also lla}cl a beneficial effect for the
Organization.

. Un-: General Administration
rogramme showed a surplus of
If ]{P 1.9 million, That was due
mainly to the constant difficulty in
assessing the cost of recruitment
under the “Other expenses” item.

The result of the General Ser-
vices Programme (a surplus of FRIF
1.5 million) showed the effects of
improved costl management, de-
spite the fact that maintenance
costs were increasing as the build-
ing grew older.

~The surplus of FREF 0.5 million
for the Mecetings and Missions Pro-
gramme was due mainly to the
relativelv low costs for the 65th
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General Assembly session in An-
talva.

The surplus of FRIF 1.7 million
for the Information Technology
Programme was due principally
to a fall in telecommunications
costs since 1995, following the re-
placement of telex by the X.400
network.

Under the ATSIFDC Programme.
one item concerned training for
the stalf of the NCBs (IFRIF 197,000
of which was spent in 1996) and
another item covered implemen-
tation of the regional moderniza-
tion programme.

For the South American project,
which had been operational for
the past two vears, the amount
spent was much lower than the
amount budgeted. Spending was
generally lower than that forecast
in the case of projects which had
only started up in 1996 (Wesl
Africa, Europe-Mediterranean,
East Africa). The Caribbean and
Central American project had only
been partly implemented during
the year. Implementation of the
Asian project — initially planned
for 1996 — would actually begin
in 1997. The delavs were due to
the time taken to complete for-
malities in the countries to which
equipment had been supplied,
and to the technical condition of
the telecommunications networks
in the regions concerned.

The Financial Controller
pointed out that his main task was
to ensure that expenditure com-
mitment and payment procedures
were observed. and that the
money was spent in the Organi-
zation's best interests, He added
that 4,000 budget items had been
committed and sanctioned for ex-
penditure during 1996. He had
asked for written or verbal expla-
nations with regard to certain op-
erations but he had not refused
approval for any of them.

The Financial Controller
stressed that the implementation
of expenditure and the slight in-
crease over 1995 was a good il-
lustration ol the eflorts made Lo

keep costs down and to obtain
“value for money™.

During the financial vear, 26
contracts had been the subject of
calls for bids. In that area also, ex-
penditure had been limited and
even reduced.

Mr Reuter, the External Audi-
tor, reported on the administra-
tive and financial management of
the Organization during 1996. He
read out large extracts from Re-
port No. 20,

He also emphasized that imple-
mentation of the 1996 budget re-
flected the continued policy of
keeping costs down. especially
the Headquarters® operating costs.
Given that the general increase in
costs was often much higher than
the rate of inflation, it was possi-
ble that the excellent results
achieved would reach a limit be-
vond which it would be difficult
to go any further, given the un-
avoidable new costs in the future,

The External Auditor consid-
ered that:
- the financial documents faith-
fully reflected the Organization’s
financial situation at 31st Decem-
ber 1996 and the result ol ils op-
erations during the financial vear
ending on that date:

- the accounts had been prepared
in conformity with the accounting
policy currently in force;

- the operations carried out had
been in conformity with the Fi-
nancial Regulations.

Commenting on point 2.3.3 of
his report, the External Auditor
said that the recommended for-
mula of drawing on the Capital
Investment Fund and the ATSFDC
was already being applied in part
and would be applied in full in the
Draft Budget for 1998.

He said that the Keesing com-
pany (see point 2.3.4 of the re-
port) was studying the possibility
of producing “Counterfeits and
Forgeries™ as a CD-Rom. He felt
that formula had disadvantages
from several points of view which
should be studied closely (confi-
dentiality, risk of piracy, updat-
ing).

The Chairman said that the Fi-
nance Sub-Committee and the Ex-
ecutive Committee had wanted
the Finance Committee to be fully
informed about the efforts being
made to increase productivity.

A discussion then ensued dur-
ing which the project of extending
the Headquarters premises was
considered.
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Following a proposal by the Del-
egate of the United Arab Emirates,
seconded by the United States
Delegate, the Committee adopted
the preliminary draft resolution
approving the balance sheet and
accounts for 1996, and allocating
the net accounting result.

Draft Budget for 1998 and
information about the
period 1999-2002

The Director of Administration
and Finance introduced the Draft
Budget for 1998 in Report No. 13.
It balanced out at FRF 161,456,000,
compared with FRF 155,179,000
in 1997, and was presented in the
same way as for the previous year.
A distinction was made between
expenditure at Headquarters and
expenditure outside Headquarters,
and the budget itself was followed
by a series of appendices on fi-
nancial forecasts for 1999 to 2002,
on the disposal of assets subject to
depreciation and fixed assets, on
the budgets for the Sub-Regional
Bureaus. and on ongoing commit-
ments. A preliminary draft reso-
lution expressing approval of the
1998 Budget was also appended.

In the draft budget being pre-
sented to the Committee, income
and expenditure naturally bal-
anced out and the figures were
given in French francs. It was
based on the following principles:
in conformity with the zero-
growth policy. the value r;i‘_?he
budget unit had been set al FRF
75.700 {r;r]mpm‘nd WIth_ FRF
74.200 in 1997), representing an
increase corresponding to the 2%
increase in the cost-of-living fore-
cast for France; the number of
budget units called up was 1.780
(compared with 1,745 called up in
1997 and 1.753 received in 1996);
it was proposed that FRF
3.825.000 should be withdrawn
from the Capital Investment Fund
and FRF 2.600.000 from the
ATSFDC to cover the cost of ac-
quiring equipment.

Although he did not wish to go

into details. the speaker high-
lighted several important points.

As far as staff were concerned,
there were appropriations for the
recruitment on contract of a fund
raiser and of an official for the
General Reference Branch.

There was also provision for the
recruitment of a detached official
to work for the Financial Con-
troller. Similarly, the draft budget
included appropriations for nine
supplementary seconded officials
to work in the Sub-Regional Bu-
reaus.

The General Secretariat in-
tended to continue to apply the
cost-cutting policy advocated by
the General Assembly. However,
it would not be possible to go on
cutting costs for ever, especially if
the Organization had to take on
new tasks.

As things stood. there were
plans to allocate FRF 1.5 million
to the AFIS project (bringing the
total cost of the project up to FRI
7 million), to build a larger can-
teen and a supplementary confer-
ence hall (that subject had already
been discussed), and to allocate
FRF 1.5 million to completion of
the South Pacific regional mod-
ernization project, thus bringing
the whole regional modernization
programme to a close.

The appended forecasts for the
years from 1999 to 2002 were of
indicative value only but never-
theless showed the deficits Inter-
pol would have to face up to if
there was no change in the zero-
growth policy. In the short term,
withdrawals from the ATSFDC
and the Capital Investment Fund
would go towards the financing of
equipment which, in turn, would
contribute to cutting operaling
costs, provided that no new de-
velopment projects were approved
and that the level of activity didl
nol increase. -

The actual sums to be derived
from disposing of fixed assets and
assets subject to depreciation had
not been specified because com-
puter equipment. in particular.
tended to become obsolete and
lose its value very rapidlyv.

Total expenditure for the four
Sub-Regional Burcaus (Appendix
No. 3) amounled o FRIF 7.6 mil-
lion: FRIF 6.7 million was to be
paid by the countries of the re-
gion, while the countries hosting
the Bureaus paid the remaining
FRIF 900,000. Financing of the
Sub-Regional Burcaus would be
discussed as a separate item.

Ongoing commitlments con-
sisted mainly of construction costs
and operating expenditure. Sums
would be allocated in 1998 and
1999 for the construction of the
buildings referred to earlier.

Following discussion of the
item, the preliminary drafl reso-
lution contained in Report No. 13
on approval of the Draft Budget for
1998 was adopted unanimously.

Statutory contributions
and Sub-Regional Bureaus

The Chairman suggested that the
_Ct)mmiltm: should take the two
items together: Report No. 16 on
statutory contributions would be
111.lrr.}t1uc:er| by the Director of Ad-
ministration and Finance, and Re-
port No. 17 on the budget deficits
ol the Sub-Regional Bureaus
nl'ould be introduced bv the Re-
gional Co-ordinator.

The Director of Administration
and Finance reported on the statu-
!m‘}' contributions situation. On
31sl /_\llg.’,llﬂl 1997, the General Sec-
retariat had recorded sums to-
talling FRF 99 million of the FRF
137 million called up, represent-
Ing a recovery rate of 76%. A new
table had been drawn up on 7th
October 1997 and it showed that
a cerlain number of countries had
paid their dues after the previous
table had been printed. Since that
date, still more countries (Nepal.
Rwanda. France, Kuwait, Djibouti.
Namibia and Chile) had brought
themselves up to date with their
contributions. Uganda had stated
that its contribution should arrive
within the next fow davs.

~Consequently, the situation was
fairlyv satistactory in that the up-



ward trend in the recovery rate
had been confirmed: the 1997
rate was higher than the 1996
rate had been al the same time of
the year. Seventy-five member
countries still had arrears to pav
but some of them had said that
pavments would be made shortly.
It was clear that many member
countries were determined Lo set-
tle their accounts as soon as pos-
sible.

The debt-rescheduling possibil-
ities that had been offered had
also incited many countries to
make partial pavments. The fact
remained, however, that all com-
mitments had to be honoured if
debt-rescheduling agreements
were not 1o be cancelled as had al-
ready happened in some cases.

INTERNATIO

Mr Neal Parker (Canada) was
elected to chair the meeting of the
Drugs Committee.

Mr lan Bain. Assistant Direclor,
Head of the Drugs Sub-Directorate
at the General Secretarial, sum-
marized the activities of the Dl‘llgs
Sub-Directorate during the previ-
ous 12 months. He referred to the
various meetings which had been
held and co-operation with other
international organizations: he
also described operations cur-
rently being undertaken. He re-
minded NCBs how essential and
important it was that they should
report all drug seizures to the Gen-
eral Secretarial.

Mr Sundaralingam. Expert Con-
sultant ol the Drugs Sub-Direc-
torate. introduced Report No. 9.
dealing with the worldwide illicit
drug trafficking situation in 1996.

There had been increased pro-
duction of heroin in Afghanistan,
resulting in an increased supply of
heroin and morphine to Western
Burope.

The speaker then listed some of
the countries which had made
considerable efforts in 1997 to re-
duce their arrears: Cameroon,
Cape Verde. the Dominican Re-
public. the Gambia, the Sey-
chelles. Togo. Burkina Faso,
Malawi, Mali, Suriname and Mau-
ritania.

The Chairman asked the Com-
mittee to vote on the preliminary
draft resolution contained in Re-
port No. 16 on a study of Interpol’s
system of statutory contributions
and the appointment for that pur-
pose of Mr Noble as Adviser to
the Organization with a mandate
to conduct the said study, which
was to be submitted to the Exec-
utive Committee and then to the
General Assembly in 1998.

He added that opium was the
most valuable cash crop in
Afghanistan, where it was cur-
rently estimated that there were
some 200,000 opium farmers.

He described current enforce-
ment efforts by the Iranian au-
thorities which were designed in
particular to prevent movement
of the drug across the border from
Afghanistan. He went on to illus-
trate the key role of Turkey as a
transit country and referred to two
seizures which had occurred on
the border between Serbia and
Bulgaria within the space of two
weeks; 500 kilograms had been
seized.

Mr Sundaralingam then spoke
of new routes and new outlets
being developed to distribute
heroin originating from the
Golden Triangle, and drew at-
tention to trafficking activity
through Vietnam, Cambodia and
China. He pointed out that that
activity had been revealed by
seizures, thus reflecting the ef-
forts ol the authorities concerned
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The preliminary draft resolution
contained in Report No. 16 was
adopted unanimously.

Following the report on the Fi-
nance Committee’s meeting given
to the General Assembly in ple-
nary session, the following three
resolutions were adopted unani-
mously:

- Approval of the balance sheet
and accounts for 1996; allocation

of mnet accounting result
(AGN/66/RES/11)
- Approval of the 1998 Budget
(AGN/B6/RES/12)

- Study of Interpol’s system of
statutory contributions (AGN/66/
RES/9).

NAL DRUG TRAFFICKING

to combat the threat. As far as the
American scene was concerned.
he noted that Colombian heroin
accounted for 62% of heroin
seized in the United States.

Worldwide seizures of cocaine
indicated sustained production in
South America, directed princi-
pally to North America and Eu-
rope. Although some of the kev
Colombian figures involved in co-
caine trafficking had been re-
moved, the world had now
witnessed the emergence of four
major Mexican cartels. The vari-
ous routes currently being used
were described, and Mr Sundar-
alingam gave details of some re-
cent successful operations. One
such operation had involved co-
operation between Denmark, Es-
tonia, Russia and the United
Kingdom, which had resulted in
the seizure in St. Petersburg of
205 kilograms of cocaine which
was being shipped from Venezuela
to Siberia.

New cocaine networks had sur-
faced in Sub-Saharan Africa.
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Describing trends with regard
to the movement of West Asian
hashish, Mr Sundaralingam re-
ferred to co-operation between
Australia, Canada, Indonesia and
the United States which had re-
sulted in a number of smuggling
svndicates being dismantled and
in seizures of 8 tonnes in Aus-
tralia and 17 tonnes in the United
States. He noted that countries of
the Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States had become important
transit routes for cannabis smug-
gled from Afghanistan. He also
described large seizures of Colom-
bian cannabis destined for Europe.

Turning to psychotropics, Mr
Sundaralingam stated that the
United States alone had disman-
tled 878 illicit methamphetamine
laboratories in 1996. He went on
to suggest that amphetamines. Ec-
stasy and LSD would become the
drugs of choice in the 21st century
because of high profitability. high
purity levels and the ease of ob-
taining precursors.

Trafficking in substances such as
Ecstasv had spread to regions
hitherto unaffected by the phe-
nomenon, in particular South-East

Asia.

In his concluding remarks Mr
Sundaralingam expressed his re-
gret that in certain countries mea-
sures to control the movement of
precursor chemicals were weak
and that there was a failure to
comply with Article 12 of the
United Nations Convention of
1988. He also reminded delegates
how important it was to be atten-
tive to the 40 FATF recommenda-
tions and in particular to the need
to introduce and implement anti-
money laundering legislation.

The Chairman thanked Mr Sun-
daralingam for his excellent pre-
sentation.

The Turkish Delegate gave an
outline of the situation in his
country. Due to its critical geo-
graphical position, Turkey was a
transit country for all types of
drugs. Morphine and heroin tran-
sited from the East and South to

the West. Svnthetic drugs and co-
caine moved in the opposite di-
rection. Seven national agencies
were working together to combal
the problem. There had been some
significant seizures of drugs in
1996 which represented almost
50% of all European seizures. A
huge investment had been made
by the Turkish Government to
combalt the flow of drugs and
chemicals. The Delegate empha-
sized the links between drug traf-
ficking and terrorism. Drug
trafficking was a means of fi-
nancing the terrorists’ activities.

The Chinese Delegate cited a
number of significant commitiees,
meetings and recommendations
with which China had been in-
volved. He stressed that China con-
sidered the fight against drug
trafficking to be one of major im-
portance. China had signed a large
number of treaties relating to drugs,
in particular with India, Pakistan,
Russia and Mexico. He gave stalis-
tics on drug seizures in his coun-
try and described the legislation
that had been implemented in par-
ticular in relation to the control of
amphetamines. China and the
United States had introduced a
system of mutual confirmation of
the import/export of ephedrine.
That agreement was an example
of excellent co-operation.

The Jordanian Delegate said that
Jordan was nol a producer coun-
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try; however, it was a significant
transit area for other Middle East-
ern countries. As a result of the ef-
forts of the Jordanian law
enfm‘_c:umcnl authorities, seizures
h'ad increased, but at the same
t_}mn. so had demand. It was dif-
ficult to control the movement of
drugs through Jordan but a num-
ber of agreements signed with
p(-:lghbuuring countries were prov-
ing to be effective. Seizures of
heroin, opium and Captagon
!al}l{:ls had increased significantly
Il". 1997 com pared 1o 1996.
Seizures of hashish had declined.
]f)rdem had hosted many interna-
tional meetings on combating drug
ll'alff:(:l-.ung: that demonstrated its
commitment to fighting the
scourge of drugs. Although the
n un?lmr of drug users was nol dra-
matic, Jordan had set up a number
of rehabilitation programmes and
was in the process of building a
new hospital to treat drug abusers.

The Bahamian Delegate de-
scribed his country’s geographi-
cal situation: it was the galeway to
the South-East border of the
United States and an importanl
transit country for shipments of
cocaine and cannabis. Agreements
had been signed with the United
States and the Turks and Caicos
and a number ol successful joint
operations had heen conducted.
he Bahamas had also developed
working relationships with Ja-
maica and Cuba.



In response to increased pres-
sure by Mexican drug traffickers
whereby South American cocaine
cartels were being forced to de-
liver one kilo of cocaine for every
two kilos smuggled through Mex-
ico to the United States, Colom-
bian svndicates were re-routing
cocaine shipments to the United
States via the Bahamas. The move-
ment of drugs was mainly by air
and small craft known locally as
“go-fast” boats. Joint operations
with the United States authorities
showed an increase in seizures in
1997 over the preceding vear. The
traffic of marijuana through Ja-
maica to the Bahamas was signif-
icant: seizures had more than
doubled in the previous vear. The
Delegate wished to thank the
United States authorities for their
close co-operation,

The Observer from the World
Customs Organization said thal
co-operation between police and
customs was essential. He was
pleased to report that there was
now a good exchange of informa-
tion between the WCO, Interpol
and the UNDCP. Thanks to meet-
ings, information t:x(:]m:}ge and
training, better information was
being collated.

The Observer reported that 80%
of seizures of all types of drugs
happened at borders. He nm_pha-
sized the importance of national
controlled deliveries.

WCO had established Regional
Intelligence Liaison Offices
throughout the world. Over 100
customs administrations were
feeding that intelligence network.
He thought that the RILOs should
work in conjunction with Inter-
pol’s regional activities.

The Malian Delegate expressed
the view that arms trafficking,
money laundering and terrorism
went hand-in-hand with drug tral-
ficking. In his country it appeared
that all tvpes of drugs were being
used more frequently and that
new distribution networks were
appearing. In Mali, low-level cul-
tivation ol cannabis and khal was
ocecurring in rural arcas. Those

substances were either smoked or
chewed. However, Mali was a
transit country and the authori-
ties were preparing new laws to
combat such crime. Mali had sup-
ported the 1988 United Nations
Convention. Finally, he agreed
with the General Secretariat that
information exchange and effi-
cient co-operation were essential.

The Bahraini Delegate stated
that hashish and opium were con-
sumed in his country. New sub-
slances transported from
producing countries were on the
increase. Bahrain was currently
enacting legislation. There were
serious penalties — including the
death sentence — for drug traf-
ficking. Bahrain’s initiatives in-
cluded modernizing drug analysis
laboratories. conducting aware-
ness campaigns and concluding
bilateral conventions. Significant
seizures of heroin, opium, cocaine
and Mandrax had been made. The
Bahraini authorities were ex-
tremely willing to co-operate with
any other state in the fight against
drug trafficking.

The UNDCP Observer congratu-
lated the General Secretariat on
its overview of the world drug
trafficking situation. He drew at-
tention to a recent publication is-
sued by UNDCP entitled “The
World Drug Report”, a compre-
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hensive study of world drug traf-
ficking trends designed to guide
readers through the intricate
world of drug trafficking and

abuse.

He also expressed satisfaction
with the growing co-operation be-
tween his agency, the World Cus-
toms Organization and Interpol.

He then addressed the impor-
tant issue of controlled deliver-
ies, saying that his agency would
be willing to participate in at-
tempts to draw up clear defini-
tions for that enforcement
technique.

The Delegate of Pakistan de-
scribed recent measures designed
to counter the flow of drugs pro-
duced in neighbouring countries.
During the previous vear, several
law enforcement agencies in Pak-
istan had been successful in stop-
ping the export of substantial
quantities of prohibited sub-
stances. The Delegate stressed the
need at international level to re-
duce demand in order to supple-
ment the efforts undertaken by his
administration to reduce the flow
of drugs to market destinations.
He emphasized the benefits to be
derived from regional and inter-re-
gional co-operation.

The Delegate of Bangladesh de-
scribed recent developments in
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Bangladesh which were of partic-
ular concern to his country. For in-
stance. there was the growth in
use of a substance called Phen-
sidvl. which was being abused in-
creasingly by voung people. The
substance was readily available
and was not currently a controlled
substance in Bangladesh. In re-
sponse to the increase in drug traf-
ficking and abuse in Bangladesh,
a specialized agency called the
Department of Narcotics Control
had recentlv been set up. and new
and stringent measures had been

adopted.

The Nigerian Delegate presented
an exhaustive and enlightening
overview of achievements ob-
tained by law enforcement agen-
cies in Nigeria since 1994. Use of
popular drug trafficking routes
identified in previous years had
diminished significantly as a re-
sult of accrued cenforc_:emc_nl con-
trols at Nigeria's major a_lrporlf;.
[n response to a per(:elved increase
in smuggling of drugs via mar-
itime containers. the Nigerian
Government had recently at:c_.]tufed
20 patrol boats to deter trafficking
in the area. Stringent measures
had also been adopted to rlnomt[?r
the smuggling of drugs in mail
parcels to Nigeria. The overall ef-
fect of these and other measures
had been to reduce the number of

ceizures and arrests in Nigeria.

The Chairman of the Drugs Com-
mittee reported on the meeting to
the General Assembly in plenary
session. The general theme of the
Committee meeting had been the
need for sustained international
co-operation. Several t!elegates
expressed their countries’ con-
cerns.

The Indian Delegate said he had
submitted a detailed report which
the General Secretariat could use
at a later date. He put pariir:u!;]r
emphasis on his country’s activi-
ties with regard to international
co-ope ation and controlled de-
liveries.

India had signed bilateral co-
operation agreements with a num-
ber of countries, a protocol of

understanding with Iran and
Egypt. and a special agreement
with Pakistan. It planned to sign
treaties with several counlries on
mutual assistance in legal mat-
ters. [t had modified and strength-
ened its own legislation. It had
ratified several international con-
ventions and co-operated regu-
larly with the drugs bureau in
Colombo. It called on the WCO’s
regional liaison officer and the
permanent liaison officers of a
number of countries. In 1996, it
had carried out 22 controlled de-
liveries abroad and had already
carried out 17 in the current year.
As far as combaling precursors
was concerned, it had adopted a
special law and was actively at-
tempting to dismantle clandestine
laboratories.

The Uruguavan Delegate re-
ported that his country’s parlia-
ment would soon approve a law
making money laundering an of-
fence in itself. A law (currently a
draft), aimed at reversing the bur-
den of proof with regard to money
laundering, was to be included in

the country’s anti-corruption leg-
islation.

Mr Chakrabarti, the Interna-
tional Narcotics Control Board
(INCB) Observer, described the ac-
tivities of the Board, which had
been set up by the United Nations
Economic and Social Council in
application of Article 9 of the 1961
Single Convention. The Board was
responsible for fulfilling obliga-
tions set out by the Single Con-
vention, the 1971 Convention on
Psychotropic Substances and the
1988 United Nations Convention.
In particular, the INCB used an
authorization and periodical re-
port system to control the legal
production, export, import and
distribution of drugs needed lor
medical and scientific use by en-
suring that there was no diversion
of such drugs or of the precursors
and essential chemicals neceded
to transform them. To carrv oul
its work. it naturally needed 10
co-operate very [requently with
law enlorcement u;.;c:nr;in':»‘_ The
INGEB received excellent help from
the UNDCP. Interpol and the

WCO. It normally contacted na-
tional police forces via the ad-
ministrative departments made
responsible by their governments
for enforcing the trealv oblieca-
tions. ' ”

The INCB Observer went on to
give several examples of cases in
which the INCB had detected and.
in some cases. prevented the di-
version of very large quantities of
drugs and precursors. The exam-
ples underlined the importance
(Jff _illllm‘n;llliunal c:u-nI)cmliD!‘l‘
which could be strengthene )
the general rnlil'it:zllimr{”(:[f]l]l[{:\l ib}

> in-
ternational conventions he had
referred to. He noted thal too
many Members ol Interpol had
not yvet ratified the 1961, 1971
1972 and 1988 Conventions. HL:
!]|El(:m| particular emphasis on the
1988 United Nations (Inm‘m:nlinn:
Article 6 would allow uxll‘ndilim‘;
:Jctwmm parties which did not
lave extradition trealies.

‘ Dr Mustafa Kara, Lhe Observer
from the Technical Scecretariat ;E‘
ll_m Arab Interior Ministers' (I:m](]

::.llll\.lﬁteii(] Illm had not been able i(;
arke the floor durine the C *

lee meeting: he :lltl‘1‘:':']i]ll);’(cinll;“nll'-
: ( 80 ! 1e ef-
i{.ll"lS the Arab Interior Ministers®
(.Ulil?(:i! had been making m'[.!r ilil‘
previous 14 vears lo combat (lruu-.
related crime and o increase :‘i:-
sources lor that fight. The :\mm'lﬁ
Bureau had played a major r(;] )
I eradicaling the scourge fro )
'il.m Arab countries. The (:Tnlm‘illn
Fechnical Secretariat had (Iui‘iﬁ -?
d general strategy and luum'h::(i
hvfz—_\'um" plans. A drug law a;ul,(-
united Arab plan for combatiy ::
drugs had been adopted. B

Al he General Assembly took note
of the report on the Drugs Com-
mittee meeting and the reports by
the different speakers. o
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INTERNATIONAL ECONOMIC AND FINANCIAL
CRIME

Mr D.R. Karthikeyan (India) was mittee was asked to approve the Interpol had been active in com-
elected to chair the meeting. preliminary draft resolution given bating money laundering since
ﬁlhz\%[)eln(lix 2 to Report No. 15. 1960 and had taken even more
. §2a 5 ‘he Committee adopted Prelimi- initiatives since 1983 when a spe-
Universal C|aSSlﬂcat'_°n nary Draft Resolution AGN/66/ | cial working party had been }set
system for counterfeit A.P.RES/14. up. As a result, the General As-
payment cards sembly had adopted quite a large
Counterfeiting of travel number of resolutions on the sub-
Mr Takizawa, Assistant Direc- | qasiiments ject during various sessions.
tor, Economic and Financial Within the framework of the Gen-
Crime Sub-Directorate, submitted eral Secretariat’s project on mon-
Report No. 15. Report No. 14. was submitted. itoring resolutions, all those texts
. ' Tlm“f%rcl International Conference had been reviewed and many of
In 1994, the First International on I-re;udplc;;nt Travel Documents them had been merged. Three
Conference on Payment Card [Helsmkl. june 1997) had pro- | new resolutions would therefore
Fraud had recommended that a posed that Interpol recommend be submitted to the General As-
working party be set up to t{ll[d_\’ that s member countries limit sembly: they were to be found on
the possibility of stanc!ardlzmg the variety and Elumber of travel pages 13, 16 and 19 of Report No.
classification systems for coun- do_c:umeuts they issued. The Com- 6. The second and third of those
terfeit payment cards. The project mittee adopted Preliminary Draft resolutions contained some new
had been approved by the Gen- Resolution AGN/66/A.P.RES/13, ideas.
eral Assembly in 1995, following which became Draft Resolution
which a working party had been AGN/66/ P.RES/14. Mr Storr, United Nations Ob-
set up. After several nu‘-t]’-tings. it ?{?u"e" (UNDCP. Vienna), said that
had succeeded in developing a - 1is organization’s Drugs Control
classification system. In 1996, an Noney laundering Programme and its Crime Pre-
intermediate report had been sub- ) i vention Centre were running a
mitted by the Working Party, and Mr Takizawa referred clelegates technical assistance scheme, with
the report currently being sub- | to Assembly Report No. 6 entitled | a budget of USD 4 million. de-
mitted to the General Assembly Monitoring of Resolutions™. signed to help countries which

contained the final proposals. A
database would be established at
the General Secretariat to classify
and store the images supplied by
member countries. The informa-
tion in that database would be
available to members, but all non-
nominal information could 'a.]sn
be supplied to the card manufac-
lurers.

Since the implementation of the
project required substantial fund-
ing, the payment card sector had
been asked to make contributions.
Several manufacturers had already
expressed their willingness to pro-
vide funds. If the General Assem-
bly gave its approval at the current
session. it would be possible to
move ahead to the implementa-
tion stage of the project. The Com-
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were combating money launder-
ing.

The second preliminary draft
resolution the Committee was be-
ing asked to look at (on page 16 of
Report No. 6) mentioned the con-
fiscation of the proceeds of crime.
Would it not be advisable to add
to that resolution a recommenda-
tion that member countries
should use some portion of con-
fiscated assets to fight against
monev-laundering groups? That
idea had been approved by the
United Nations.

Mr Takizawa explained that the
idea was implicitly contained in
the last two lines of point (2) of
the measures recommended.
However, the Executive Commit-
tee was aware that it was not ex-
plicitly expressed and h:'id
suggested amending it to read “...
and provide adequate resources
— possibly derived from confis-
cated assets — for Interpol use
and for law enforcement depart-

ments.. ..”.

The United Kingdom Delegate
did not entirely approve of that
amendment because he consid-
ered that any assets seized should
benefit not only Interpol but also
all the countries which had made
sacrifices to combat money laun-
dering energetically.

The French Delegate said th{:t
confiscating illegal assets and di-

viding them up between different
countries would be a legislative
matter. A more appropriate place
for the subject would therefore be
in preliminary draft resolution
AGN/66/A.P.RES/3 on money
laundering legislation. He there-
fore proposed an amendment
which would become point (4),
and read: “PROVIDE FOR the pos-
sibility of sharing out confiscated
illicit assets among law enforce-
ment agencies, including the
ICPO-Interpol”™. The amendment
was adopted. Paragraphs (4), (5),
(6), (7) and (8) of the preliminary
draft resolution were conse-
quently renumbered. Mr Takizawa

noted that the amendment met the
request made by the Execulive
Committee.

 After a lively discussion, dur-
ing which several delegates made
l?‘arli(:lifarly detailed points. the
Committee adopted Preliminary
Draft Resolution AGN/66/A.P.
RES/3, as amended. It then be-

came Draft Res : . 3
I}-RESJ]I[:“ Resolution AGN/66/

P.reliminar.v Draft Resolution
{f.(JN/(i(ifA.P.RESM on investiga-
tions and international police co-
operation in connection with
money laundering was then
adopted. as amended by pmpo,s—

._lls. from the Algerian and Indian
Delegates.

Finally, the Committee adopted
Preliminary Draft Resolution
AGN/66/A.P.RES/5 on statistics
m]qting to-money laundering,
which became Draft Resolution
AGN/6G/P.RES/12.

Currency counterfeiting

Mr Takizawa recalled that In-
terpol plaved a key role in the in-
ternational fight against currency
counterfeiting and stressed the
problems faced in that task by the
General Secretariat, which did not
have enough experienced staff.
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He said a circular would shortly
be sent out asking member coun-
tries to second between four and
six specialists in currency coun-
terfeiting or forensic science to
the General Secretariat.

That step was in response to the
recommendation adopted by the
9th International Conference on
Currency Counterfeiting held in
Helsinki in June 1997. Mr Tak-
izawa said Interpol’s Counterfeit
Currency Group dealt with over
3,000 cases a vear and received
over 100 banknotes a month for
analysis. It was therefore neces-
sary to maintain and increase its
expertise.

He then drew the Committee’s
atlention to some statistics on cur-
rency counterfeiting and said that
United States banknotes still rep-
resented almost 80% ol counter-
feit currency seized in the world.
The United Stales authorities had
tried to dissuade counterfeiters by
recently bringing out a new 100-
dollar bill which they hoped was
well protected.

The other currencies most often
counterfeited were French and
German banknotes.

Everyone knew that the arrival
on the market of very high-per-
formance and ever cheaper colour-
copiers had given banknote
counterfeiting a “shot in the arm™.
The equipment manufacturers had
perfected systems which made it
possible for machines to "refuse”
to photocopy certain banknotes:
the photocopiers blocked the re-
production of dollars, yen, marks
and francs, and produced com-
pletely black photocopies.

Furthermore, each machine had
been given a code, which could
not be seen on the photocopies
but could be identified using spe-
cialized software. It was therefore
possible to locate the machine
used to produce a particular coun-
terfeit banknote by contacting the
manulacturers’ association. The
member countries could ask the
General Secretariat to be respon-
sible for the decoding process.

Environmental crime

Mr Takizawa briefly reported on
the work of Interpol’s Working
Party on Environmental Crime,
which had been created in 1993;
it had three sub-groups dealing
with illegal transportation of
waste, illegal traffic in radioac-
tive and nuclear material, and il-
legal traffic in protected species of
flora and fauna.

The Working Party had devel-
oped an ECO-message which
could either be transmitted by
X.400 or. in standardized form,
by mail or fax. To date, since the
start of 1997, the General Secre-
tarial had received 62 ECO-mes-
sages, 20 of which had been via
the X.400. Mr Takizawa asked the
members of the Committee to
make use of that form of trans-
mission as often as possible in the
future.

He gave a brief report on the ac-
tivities of the three sub-groups
and said that a training session
on the transport of illegal waste
would be held in Europe in the
spring of 1998, and that a guide
had been prepared in co-opera-
tion with the IAEA on illegal traf-
fic in radioactive and nuclear
substances: an international con-
ference would be held on that sub-
ject in Dijon in September 1998, in
co-operation with the WCO and

the European Union. Finally, a
database had been created on an-
imal and plant species of particu-
lar interest to traffickers. and on
the modus operandi the traffickers
used. The database did not con-
tain any nominal information. The
2nd International Conference on
Environmental Crime would be
held the following month.

The following draft resolutions
were adopted unanimously in ple-
nary session:

- AGN/66/P.RES/15 on counterfeit
payment cards (becoming Reso-
lution AGN/66/RES/16)

- AGN/66/P.RES/14 on fraudu-
lent travel documents, as
amended following a proposal
from the Jordanian Delegate (be-
coming Resolution AGN/66/
RES/14)

- AGN/66/P.RES/10 on money
laundering  legislation,  as
amended following proposals
from the Uruguavan and Spanish
Delegates (becoming Resolution
AGN/66/RES/15)

- AGN/66/P.RES/11 on investiga-
tions and police co-operation in
connection with money launder-
ing cases, as amended following
proposals from the Swedish and
French Delegates (becoming Res-
olution AGN/66/RES/17)

- AGN/66/P.RES/12 on statistics
relating to money laundering (be-

coming Resolution AGN/66/RES/
18).
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ORGANIZED CRIME AND INTERNATIONAL

Organized crime

The Director of Liaison and
Criminal Intelligence gave an oral
presentation on the activities of
his Directorate which had been
concentrating on six major pro-
jects.

Project GoWest had been
launched to process information
received about organized crime
groups composed of people from
Eastern Europe. Unfortunately it
had not proved easy to identify
the groups because the NCBs con-
cerned had not provided all the as-
sistance the General Secretariat

had hoped for.

Project OCSA was concerned
with crime in South America and
had made it possible to call a halt
to the activities of certain gangs
specializing in stealing and forg-
ing means of payment. Concel"ted
investigations by the Belgian,
Chilean and French police had es-
tablished that the profits derived
from the gangs’ illegal activities
were sent back to the gang mem-
bers’ countries and used there to
buy large quantities of cocaine
which, in turn, were shipped to
Western Europe.

Detailed reports had been sent to
the countries concerned and Chile
had been able to break up one of
the gangs. Several people — in-
cluding the head of the gang —
had been arrested, large sums of
money and large quantities of co-
caine had been seized, and the
gang’s Swiss bank accounts had
been frozen. A bulletin giving
more details about the whole op-
eration was being prepared.

Project EastWind was concerned
with Asian illegal immigration

TERRORISM

networks. The General Secretarial
had been pleased to receive ex-
tremely interesting information
from many of the countries con-
cerned, including transit coun-
tries.

Project Macandra dealt with the
three main Italian organized crime
groups. A computeri zed database
had been created and. in the fairly
short time since the project had
been launched, a number of in-
vestigations had proved extremely
successful in that certain major
groups had been put out of action
and various well-known figures
had been arrested. The General
Secretariat was currently trying
to obtain information about the
changes in structure that had
taken place as a result of the ar-
rests and about possible alliances
between different groups.

Information received about de-
velopments suggested that the ar-
rest of major figures had led to
hasty re-organization: some new
groups had been established and
violent conflicts had broken out
between various small gangs who
were engaging in whal might be
termed guerrilla warfare. It had
also been noted that some aroups
had diversified their activities so
as to be able to conclude agree-
ments,

The aim of Project Rockers was
to collect as much information as
possible on Scandinavian criminal
motorcycle gangs whose members
frequently committed robbery
with violence, engaged in drug
trafficking or stole and then sold
powerful motorcycles. The Gen-
eral Secretariat was trving to col-
lect as much information as
possible about the Hells Angels,
Bandidos, Outlaws and other
gangs.

Finally, Marco Polo was the
name that had been given to the
l..i_mson and Criminal Intelligence
Directorate’s latest project which
aimed to pinpoint illegal immi-
gration trends since 1992. A de-
tailed report had been prepared
fln(] would be discussed both dur-
ing the Meeting of Heads of NCBs
and at the 7th Symposium on Or-
ganized Crime to be held at Inter-
pol's Headquarters in November
18987

The Liaison and Criminal Intel-
ligence Directorate intended to
launch a similar project to deal
with illegal immigration from
Alrican countries, and the Gen-
eral Secretariat would be prepared
to help by allocating staff if
African countries wished to par-
licipate in this huge venture, How-
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ever, the departments concerned
would have to provide the neces-
sary information in return.

International terrorism

The Director of Liaison and
Criminal Intelligence recalled how
the General Secretariat’s Terror-
ism Branch operated. The Branch
had become operational in Jan-
uary 1987 in application of a Gen-
eral Assembly resolution from
1985, which had recognized ter-
rorism as a form of crime. after
taking due account of Article 3 of
the Constitution. The Assembly
had felt there could be no justifi-
cation for terrorist crimes. The
Terrorism Branch had therefore
developed a systematic approach
to gathering and processing in-
formation about such criminal ac-
tivities for prevention purposes
and for formulating a police re-
sponse. The information was
gathered from a very wide vari-
ety of sources and (:oncerx_wcl
groups and individuals \-\’hﬂ‘mlghl
intend carrving out terrorist ac-
tivities.

When the information had been
analysed by the General Secre-
tariat, it was circulated to lh.e
countries, which used it in their
dissuasion and law enforcement
activities. When terrorist incidents
occurred, the General Sc(:relal:iai
analysed the information which
would allow it to help the coun-
tries carry out their investigations.
That strategy had been effica-
ciously applied since the end of
the 1980s and was still valid. Ter-
rorist acts were generally com-
mitted by individuals belonging to
groups. National police forces
could investigate such groups but
the General Secretarial was not
authorized to declare any partic-
ular organization a “terrorisl
group”. It worked mainly on
crimes with terrorist group in-
volvement.

To allow it to continue ils ac-
livities in that connection. the
General Secretariat asked member
countries to send it all possible
information about criminal ac-

tivities, whether real or poten-
tial, related to terrorism. Its only
reservations concerned activities
related to political, racial or reli-
gious matters referred to in Arti-
cle 3 of the Constitution: they
prevented it from taking into con-
sideration certain information re-
ceived from countries whose
codes did not take such restric-
tions into account. The General
Secretariat took great care to en-
sure it only provided member
countries with valid information
which conformed to the Organi-
zation’s statutory regulations. The
annual symposium organized by
the Terrorism Branch would be
held on 3rd and 4th October
1997. Its theme would be the pre-
vention of terrorism. The Gen-
eral  Secretariat asked all
countries to try to send repre-
sentatives to that symposium. It
was grateful to Interpol’'s mem-
bers for co-operating with the Ter-
rorism Branch and asked them to
continue to do so. Following
comments from the Syrian and
Ugandan Delegates, the Secretary
General recalled that Interpol’s
practice resulted from resolutions
adopted by the General Assembly
to interpret Article 3 and to apply
the theory of predominance. In-
terpol took an interest in terror-
ist acts when the criminal aspect
prevailed over all others and. in
particular, over questions of mo-
tive. The relevant principles were

clearly stated in the manual the
Organization had published on
combating terrorism. Replying to
the Syrian Delegate in particular.
the Secretary General recalled
that Interpol was a police orga-
nization, dealing with police co-
operation. Political questions
were a matter for the United Na-
tions. Interpol had not been cre-
ated to solve all the world’s
problems. It was only concerned
with questions of co-operation in
criminal matters.

For a time, the Organization
had wanted to avoid using the
word “terrorism”. It had talked
about "violent crimes committed
by groups™. Current thinking was
more realistic, but Interpol ac-
knowledged its limits and did not
intend trying to do what the
countries could do themselves.
for example through bilateral
agreements.

The Secretary General added
that since the time it had estab-
lished those rules, the Organiza-
tion had not encountered any
more difficulties than it might in
areas such as crimes against hu-
manity. In fact, most international
conventions made a distinction
between terrorist crimes and po-
litically motivated acts.

The General Assembly took note
of the presentations given.
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COMPUTERIZATION AND TELECOMMUNICATIONS

Mr Webb (United Kingdom) was
elected to chair the meeting of the
Computerization and Telecom-
munications Committee.

The Director of Information
Technology presented the Orga-
nization’s strategy for 1995-2000.
It aimed to:

- establish a worldwide telecom-
munications network serving all
member countries in 1998;

- give members access to the Gen-
eral Secretariat's ASF database via
that network:

- improve the quality of the
databases and the messages sent to
the General Secretariat and be-
tween NCBs by standardizing the

messages.

The General Secretariat was at-
tempting, in particular, to mod-
ernize its structures and systems
to meet the increasing needs of
Members in new areas (stolen ve-
hicles and works of art, pae-
dophiles, etc.). The network was
already 90% complete and that
result had been obtained within
the specifications, standards and
budget adopted. Interpol’s Crimi-

nal Information System had been

restructured and should be fully
operational by the end of the year.
A range of options for the ASF
had been installed to meet the
needs of the various users. The
InterForm software would be
tested during the first quarter of
1998 and the different depart-
ments in Directorate II would
adapt to the new tools. Finally,
the Director said he was preparing
a new Information Technology
strategy to take the Organization
into the 21st century.

The Director concluded the first
part of his report by describing
the current situation of the net-
work and contacts by electronic
mail which had been established
between the 177 member coun-
tries, with their conneclions to
the Criminal Information System
and its databases.

Mr Silva (Argentina), Chairman
of the Standing Committee on In-
formation Technology, then gave
a presentation.

He began his report by briefly
describing the background to the
SCIT. He recalled that, in 1982,

the Organization had still been
served by a short-wave radio net-
:.-vork. Exchanges had been made
in Morse and had been very slow.
A telex system had been added to
that network. At that time, there
had been 2 million files, processed
by hand. o

It was then that the most highly
developed countries had decided
to create a Working Party which
had become the SCIT at the Gnﬁ-
e}"iii :»'\ss';[‘zmhl_\- session in Cannes
(1983). The SCITs terms of refer-
ence had been defined in 1984
In 1987, the General Assumh]\;
had decided 1o install the first
uIe(El‘runi(; mailing system and the
SICII and Division [V had agreed
lo push for the Telelex protocol.
[1\12}(;1(;,[- ]1;1(! ceased to be used in
98¢ :md_ it bad been decided to
c.t;asu radio lransmissions in 1&192..
The modernization plan had been
;aum:lu_zd in 1994, first with the pi-
.olppm!m:l In Buenos Aires, then
In Puerto Rico, in Europe and on
lhcluth(-:r continents, It had been
(iu(:_l(lerl to use the SITA nutwnri{
\J‘v]m:h illl‘t!&ld}f had ereat in{cmu-.
tional experience :;-;‘l{l offered a
high level of quality. o

[ht:_SCl'[' currently had repre-
sentatives from the founder (:LJL!I{-
Iries and the regional stations. It
could !lm said that all the nwml.mr
[l.i.!‘llfl‘lvlf‘l'l:.‘i were represented on the
B‘(:Irln\-’:u the regional stations. The
SCIT's work was mainly technical,
but certain political and economic
aspecls could nol be ignored. Fol-
Iuw_u?p, an Executive Commiltee
f!i:‘t.'l.‘.i.!“l] taken in March 1997, the
SCIT's terms of reference had been
modified and 1 was currently
able to work more effectively on
studying Interpol’s technology and
possible developments. It Was also
élf_JJlr Lo prepare opinions and tech-
nical and operational guidelines.
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Although the structure of the In-
terpol network seemed to be based
on a fairlv simple scheme, the
growing needs and very different
desires expressed by the Members
all over the world made it essen-
tial to draw up a strategic plan
very carefully to ensure that the
increase in initiatives did not lead
Interpol away from the aims it had
set itself.

Interpol had decided to at:qu.ir.e
an automatic fingerprint identifi-
cation system. The previous
September, the SCIT had been in-
formed by the United States NCB
of an offer to use an existing svs-
tem in the United States. That was
clearly a very interesting possi-
bility from the economic point of
view. The SCIT was pursuing its
technological study.

The electronic mail system was
giving excellent results and al-
lowed officers on the ground to
receive all the information they
needed for their investigations.

A Working Party chaired by Mr
Webb was preparing standardized
forms so that the quality of infor-
mation transmitted could be im-
proved. The forms would
obviously lighten the workload at
the General Secretarial, which
would no longer need to rewrite
the information received.

The delegates would find pro-
posed image-transmission stan-

dards in Report No. 11. The Ar-
gentine police had studied them
and found them very interesting
but they felt that Interpol’s X.400
network was the appropriate sup-
port for transmitting information.

The Chairman of the SCIT drew
his colleagues’ attention to the
fact that although technicians
were very important because they
provided investigators with the
tools thev needed, they should
not make any mistake about their
role: they had to be very careful
never to go bevond that role which
was to support the officers.

Mr Silva explained that the SCIT
had at first been wary of the In-
ternet, which was an anarchic net-
work based on the commercial
appetite of the service providers.
It had, however, taken a positive
approach in its studies. It could
not be denied that the Internet of-
fered remarkable facilities at ex-
tremely low cost. Unfortunately,
Interpol would have absolutely
no control over the confidential-
ity of its transmissions if it used
the network. However, the Orga-
nization could use the Intranet
software tool with an encryvption
system which would avoid any
risk of piracy. It was quite within
the bounds of possibility that new
developments would make the In-
ternet more interesting for Inter-
pol, but the Organization had to
resist giving in to pressure from
dealers who wanted to make it be-
lieve it was a panacea for all ills.

A very lively discussion on the
Internet then ensued, with manv
delegates giving their points of
view.

The Director of Information
Technology then began on the sec-
ond part of his presentation by re-
minding delegates of the
objectives of regional moderniza-
tion. He described the current sit-
uation, region by region, and
announced that the number of
messages transiting through the
General Secretariat had risen from
1 million to 1.7 million between

1993 and 1997 — an increase of
70%.

The overall availability rate for
equipment had been 96.5% in
1996. while the rate for the
Equant/SITA network had been
99.72%. By 1998, he added jocu-
larlv, a magnifving glass would be
needed by anvone looking at a
map of the world to try to find the
countries that had not vet joined
the network.

Turning next to the ASF (Auto-
mated Search Facility). he re-
ported that 29 NCBs were using
ASFDirect while 140 NCBs were
using ASFMail. His Directorate
intended to build on ASF Option
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5 in order to produce a new and
improved Option 6 which would
make it possible to integrate the
ASF databases into national
databases.

On the subject of the ICIS (In-
terpol Criminal Information Sys-
tem), which would replace the
current somewhat out-of-date CIS,
he explained that the new system
had been designed to improve the
quality of information circulated,
to extend the scope of such infor-
mation. and to allow for integra-
tion with InterForm messages. The
Information Technology Direc-
torate had noticed that even
though 65% of information was
now transiting over the X.400 net-
work. 33% of messages were still
received at the Headquarters in
the form of hard (paper) copies
and 2% in the form of faxes.

That situation was no longer tol-
erable in the computer age. The
purpose of the InterForm project
was consequently to improve the
quality, efficiency and accuracy
of information, to save time, to
prevent overlapping. and to stan-
dardize messages.

Once all member countries were
covered by the X.400 network —
which should be achieved in 1998
— the General Secretariat would
give very low priority to messages
sent by anv other system.

The InterlF'orm software would
be compatible with all electronic

mail systems: it would help to do
away with messages on paper and
would reduce language problems
by providing automatic transla-
tion in four languages. In that con-
nection, the Director asked if any
of the Arabic-speaking countries
would be willing to send an engi-
neer to the Headquarters for a
short period. InterForm should
also result in a drop in the volume
of information exchanged. by
helping message drafters to con-
centrate on the essential facts. It
would also enable the police
forces of Interpol’s 177 member
countries to store and print out
messages. A pilot study, with a
three-language version of the soft-

ware, would be undertaken very
shortly by five countries.

Mr Suc, Project Manager, said
that the European Regional Con-
ference. meeting in Sinaia, Ro-
mania, in 1994, had called for a
database on stolen vehicles to be
set up. The General Assembly, at
its session in Rome, had subse-
quently agreed to the request. The
General Secretariat had therefore
used the X.400 network to estab-
lish the database. Illustrating his
talk with transparencies, Mr Suc
described how the system worked,
stressing that the database did not
contain any information ol a per-
sonal nature.

To allow for the wide range of
equipment used by the NCBs, il
]1a(|. been decided to select three
options, each of which required
the information transmitted to be
structured in a given format. Since
lht"- lelecommunications network
existed, it was necessary to ensure
il‘lat communications were made.
1 I".! speaker then described the
Hidin [(=filums of Option B, which
most of the NCBs taking part in
”3@ project had chosen. Al pre-
::*}?iolhﬂ system was operational in
SIX countries, tests were under way
in eight others and seven Member
Stal".s had asked the General Sec-
retariat for more details. A study
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had also been undertaken, in co-
operation with the FBI and the
NCB in the United States. to de-
termine whether it would be pos-
sible to  allow those NCBs
equipped with InterlFform — either
currently or in the luture to
have access to the United States
database on stolen vehicles.

Mr Suc went on to mention the
resolution adopted by the United
Nations Commission on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice
in Vienna in May 1997, under the
terms of which Member Stales
were asked to support Interpol’s
efforts in combating the theft of
and traffic in stolen vehicles by
sending Interpol the data in their
possession. The European Union
was preparced to fund certain pro-
jects on the subject in Eastern Eu-
rope, as parl of Project Phare.
Finally, Mr Suc stressed the need
for greater co-operation between
Central and Eastern European
countries.

Referring briefly to stolen works
of art, Mr Suc said that a database
of more than 3,000 files and
10,000 images had been created.
The database could be consulted
using InterForm, and a CD-Rom
was being prepared.

A discussion then ensued which
highlighted the fact that databases
were springing up all n\'m‘.thu
world and stressed the need fora
joint strategy in order to avoid du-
plication of effort and to ensure
coherent action.

The Director of Information
Technology then went on Lo i_ulk
aboul the AFIS (Automated Fin-
gerprint Identification System)
project.

He reminded the meeting of the
resolution that had been adopted
in Antalya authorizing the General
Secretariat to call for tenders and
announced that the process was
under way and possible suppli-
ers had been identified. Further-
more, it secemed that the sum
required for the project would be
much lower than the FRIF 10 mil-
lion originally estimated.

Meanwhile, via the United
States NCB. the General Secre-
tariat had been approached by the
FBI which had invested substan-
tial resources in a similar system
and which was suggesting that In-
terpol should “outsource” the han-
dling of its fingerprints to the FBIL
The SCIT had heard a presentation
on the subject by an FBI repre-
sentative and the Information
Technology Directorate had to de-
cide whether the operation would
be technically feasible.

The Chairman gave the floor to
Mr Imhoff, Head of the United
States NCB and a member of the
FBI.

Mr Imhoff said that the proposal
made to Interpol to use the United
States” AFIS database would pre-
vent contradictory technical de-
velopments within the
Organization and would also
avoid the signing of bilateral
agreements which damaged a
global approach to problem-solv-
ing. The United States system was
already developed, was available
relatively quickly and was a less
costly approach than acquiring
new equipment. If Interpol used
the system made available by the
FBL it would increase its capacity
to combalt international crime.

Mr Archer (FBI. United States)
said that when the American cities
had decided to acquire AFIS
equipment more than ten vears
earlier, they had noted that their
police forces could nol commu-
nicate with cach other because the

algorithms offered by the different
suppliers were incompatible! The
problem had finally been solved
and the FBI currently had over 33
million individual files. The tech-
nology currently in place allowed
the FBI to communicate with all
AFIS systems throughout the
world. When the system was cou-
pled with an electronic mail sys-
tem, any enquiryv could be
answered within two hours.

It was therefore no surprise that
the Research and Development
Department in Washington had
been visited by representatives of
some 40 countries. The United
States wished to share the expe-
rience il had gained at great ex-
pense both in terms of technology
and of the purchasing of AFIS
equipment. If the technical capa-
bility existed, which was the case.
why not have access to the FBI's
33 million files? Was it not more
economical to use an existing svs-
tem than to create another one.
knowing that all the information
would pass through the Interpol
network?

Mr Domin (FBL United States)
stressed the fact that standardiza-
tion was at the heart of all the
AFIS projects. He used slides to
present the system recommended
by the FBI, which consisted ol
digitizing fingerprint images and
then storing them after they had
been scanned. Once they had been
compressed and encrypted. the
images could be sent over the In-
ternet at high speed and low cost.
The value of the svstem in the
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fight against international crime
was obvious to all, but it could
also be used for humanitarian pur-
poses, since it could be used to
identify disaster victims. for in-
stance.

The FBI's AFIS system was con-
sulted 54.000 times a day and
could be consulted up to 65,000
times a day. Interpol’s current
needs were estimated at 6.000
consultations a day, so much was
still possible. The database would
remain in Virginia. but the flow of
information  (enquiries and
replies) would pass through In-
terpol Headquarters. There would
be no nominal information. as the
fingerprints would be reduced to
a series of numbers. The system
would be permanently operational
and would be available to all
member countries. Finally. it
would be possible to create a spe-
cific Interpol section. which
would benefit from a worldwide
system for sharing information
about fingerprints accessible via
Lvons from any registered work-
station.

In order to clarify matters, the
Chairman pointed oul that the
United States proposal had been
submitted to the SCIT and to the
Executive Committee. The latter
had decided to ask the Informa-
tion Technology Directorate to
continue with a call for hifls‘tu
acquire an automated l'ipgerprml
identification system, In accor-
dance with the decision taken by
the General Assembly and. at the
same lime. to make a feasibility
study of the United States pro-
posal. All the Directorates con-
cerned — including the Legal
Affairs Directorate — had been
qsked to examine the financial,
political, legal and technical as-
pects of the proposal. A report
would be submitted to the Exec-
utive Committee al ils session in
March 1998, The call Tor bids
should be completed by December
1997,

The Assistant Director of Legal
Affairs said thal Interpol’s prin-
ciples governing the protection of
nersonal data were similar to those

that had been adopted by the Eu-
ropean Union and the Council of
Europe. It was true that the United
States proposal would raise vari-
ous legal problems. That proposal
would have to be studied very
carefully and quite impartially,
and the report on the subject
would be duly transmitted to the
Executive Committee which
would then take what it consid-
ered to be the right decision for the
Organization.

Mr Richardot (France) said that
the Executive Committee — of
which he was a Member — had
asked for a full report on all the as-
pects of the United States offer.
He personally considered that the
Committee had been very wise lo
decide that the call for tenders for
an AFIS should continue at the
same time, in conformity with the
General Assembly’s decision. In
fact, certain other countries had
offered to assist with the installa-
tion of an AFIS at the General Sec-
retariat. The whole subject should
he considered from a worldwide
point of view.

In conclusion. the Director of
[nformation Technology men-
tioned the other projects his Di-
rectorate was working on.

It was aboul to send out a cir-
cular to all NCBs asking them to
consider the implications that
moving into the vear 2000 might
have on their computer systems:
that date was fast approaching and
the ensuing difficulties might be
serious,

Another project was to define an
overall strategv lor information se-
curitv. A study had been conducted
on the subject and the General Sec-
retariat intended to participate in
the work of the European Forum
on Security which had begun to
consider the problem. Then there
was the question of establishing
i;llurl'm:ns with various inlerna-
tional organizations such as the
United Nations and WCO.

Finally, the General Secretariat
would have to acquire the re-
sources it would need to keep up
with the trend towards regional
approaches lo policing and to sup-

e ;
[J(?[‘t Sub-Regional Burcaus. as il
was already doing in Southern
Africa.

The Directorate’s aims for 1998
were Lo conlinue workine on ils
current projects, 1o studv users’
requirements thoroughlyv. to con-
sider all the ]m.ﬂ;sihh:{;\s‘[i‘ oplions
very carefully, to monitor devel-
opments on the telecommunica-
lions network, and lo lml[) prepare
the new live-vear plan which
would be submitted 1o the General
Assembly at ils poxy session,

‘A report on the meeting of the
L“'“_l}liff.!riz;ninn and 'I‘[ﬁﬂ(:ﬂlﬂ-
munications Committee was sub-
sequently given in plenary session
and was noted by the General As-
sembly. : ’ '
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MEETING OF HEADS OF NATIONAL CENTRAL

Mr Palmer (Australia)
elected to chair the meeting.

was

Reports on the activities
of the working parties set
up by the General
Assembly

The Director of Liaison and
Criminal Intelligence reported on
the activities of the working par-
ties set up by the General Assem-
bly.

Working Party on Bank/Police
Co-operation

The Director began with a brief
overview of the work carried out
by the Working Party on Bank/Po-
lice Co-operation, which had been
set up at the 55th General AH
sembly session. The Working
Party's primary aims were to con-
tinue to work towards impmv_ed
co-operation with the banking in-
dustry in order to find practical
ways to combat banking fraud.

Working Party on
Environmental Crime

Since its creation in 1993, the
Working Party had held three
meetings, and in September 1996
an International Conference on
Environmental Crime had taken
place in Lvons. Due to the suc-
cess of that Conference, another
one was planned for 13th and 14th
November 1997,

The Working Party was divided
into four sub-groups. The first sub-
group dealt with the transborder
movement and dumping of haz-
ardous waste. The second sub-

group focused on the trafficking of

real or purported radioactive sub-
stances. The third sub-group was

BUREAUS

responsible for dealing with the
protection of endangered species
and wild flora and fauna. Finally,
the fourth sub-group had the re-
sponsibility of co-ordinating the
activities of the other three sub-
groups.

One of the sub-groups’ signifi-
cant achievements was the devel-
opment of the ECO message,
which facilitated the rapid ex-
change of information in that field.
The sub-group also reviewed the
practical guide on co-operation
between Interpol and CITES.

The General Secretariat had also
conducted two analyvtical studies
in relation to environmental
crime, namely Project Nuclear and
Project Noah. A study was cur-
rently ongoing regarding the pos-
sibility of setting up a joint
database for Interpol, CITES and
the World Customs Organization.

Standing Working Party on
Offences against Minors

Mr Higdon outlined the origins
of the Standing Working Party and
its work over the vears. He spoke
of the current activities of sub-
groups formed by the Standing
Working Party, the appointment
of Contact Officers within the
member countries, training semi-
nars for Contact Officers, and the
various meetings held jointly with
ECPAT (End Child Prostitution in
Asian Tourism) and UNICEF. He
referred in particular to the more
recent meeting held in Buenos
Aires, the purpose of which had
been to increase awareness in the
South American countries of of-
fences against children. At the in-
stigation of Argentina, a Regional
Committee had been set up in
South America to allow law en-
forcement within the region to

discuss such issues. Brazil, Chile
and Colombia were particularly

active in promoting those con-
cerns.

Interpol was in the process of
publishing a handbook which
would be a practical guide to be
used by police officers dealing
with offences against children. In-
terpol’s work through the Stand-
ing Working Party had gained
recognition on the worldwide
scene for its achievements and
professionalism in that important
area of criminality. Interpol would
continue its work in this area as
mandated by the General Assem-
bly at its 65th session held in An-
talva, Turkey.

The Delegates of Bangladesh.
Colombia, Sri Lanka. India. the
United Kingdom, Brazil, Hungary.
Norway, Saudi Arabia, Canada
and South Africa reported on the
situation in their respective coun-
tries and the legislation and means
ado_pted to combat offences
against minors.

The Chairman summarized the
various statements made by the
delegates and reiterated the re-
marks made by the Delegate of
Bangladesh, who had provided
interesting statistics. He thanked
Sri Lanka for the efficient co-op-
eration which had taken place
with some European countries.
He added that he was pleased and
encouraged to see that countries
were treating this issue very seri-
ously and were taking appropriate
measures in their national legis-
lation to combat this type of crim-
inality. as in the example given
by the United Kingdom. In closing
his remarks the Chairman con-
gratulated the Standing Working
Party on Offences against Minors
on a job well done.



28 —ICPR 466-467/1997

Standing Committee on
Disaster Victim Identification

Mr Higdon then presented a re-
port on the activities of the Stand-
ing Committee on Disaster Victim
Identification (DVI) since the last
General Assembly session. The
DVI Standing Committee, which
was composed of police officers,
forensic experts and pathologists,
had been created in 1981 and was
comprised of 23 countries; Ar-
gentina and India had been the
most recent members to join the
Working Party. DVI Standing Com-
mittee meetings had been annual
events since 1993. The DVI Form
and Manual had now been re-
viewed and a circular would
shortly be sent to the NCBs. to-
gether with copies of the new doc-
aments. Six resolutions relating
to DVI had been condensed into
one single resolution at the 1996
General Assembly session.

Mr Higdon highlighted the im-
portance of the DVI Standing
Gommittee’s 1997 meeting, which
he described as historic: it had
marked the beginning of a new
era of co-operation on the subject
which would lead to improved
circulation of information among
member countries and to the pro-
motion of Interpol’s activities in
disaster victim identification. A
new working party had been set
up. composed of representatives
from Belgium. Norway. the
Netherlands, the United Kingdom

and the General Secretariat. It
would hold its first meeting in
March 1998. The working party
would concentrate on presenting
initiatives on training and in-
creasing police awareness with

regard to identifying the victims of

major disasters.

He stressed the importance of

the centralizing role playved by
Belgium in the working party.
That country had, in fact, volun-
teered to be responsible for all
training in the context of the pro-
gramme of activities. The train-
ing provided to all Interpol’s
members was based on a module
which had been prepared by the
Belgian NCB and thoroughly
tested.

Monitoring of resolutions

The Chairman said thal the item
mainly concerned the preliminary
draft resolutions on information
technology, fircarms and money
laundering. l

The Director of Legal Affairs re-
minded the delegates of the im-
portance of abrogating resolutions
which had become obsolete or
which had been implemented. He
provided some interesting statis-
tics on the subject: between 1958
and 1996, no fewer than 433 res-
olutions had been adopted by the
general Assembly at its various
sessions; 96 of them (25%) had
been abrogated between 1995 and
1997.

He stressed the importance of
member countries ha\ring only one
up-to-date document on each sub-
ject to deal with, instead of a se-
ries of different documents. He
said he was convinced the proce-
dure of abrogating outdated texts
would gain the countries’ ap-
proval and avoid unnecessary
work for the Heads of NCBs dur-
ing General Assembly sessions.

_Mr Higdon then submitted the
first resolution, on the SCIT, to be
abrogated (AGN/58/RES/6). fol-
lowing the approval by the Exec-
uu\fe‘}‘ Committee in 1997 of the
SCIT’s new terms of reference and
new rules of procedure.
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The Chairman then read out the
text of the preliminary drafl reso-
lution contained on page 4 of Re-
port No. 6, abrogating Resolution
AGN/58/RES/6 of 1989.

The preliminary draft resolution
on the SCIT’s terms of reference
and rules of procedure was
adopted unanimously, becoming
Draft Resolution AGN/66/P.RES/6.

The Chairman called upon the
Director of Legal Affairs to out-
line the contents of Report No. 7
on the procedure for monitoring
resolutions. Mr. Durand said it
was a means ol saving time at Gen-
eral Assemblv Sessions by allow-
ing the Executive Committee to
supervise changes in former reso-
lutions. The Chairman then read
out the preliminary draft resolu-
tion.

The Saudi Arabian Delegate said
that during meetings of Heads of
NCBs, delegates often asked for
clarification of resolutions which
had been adopted previously. It
was therefore appropriate to brief
delegates on all previous resolu-
tions adopted by the General As-
sembly.

The Canadian Delegate said that
in his opinion, although there was
administrative work associated
with reviewing resolutions. abro-
gation was not an administrative
task. He therefore emphasized that
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the review of resolutions was an
essential process and recom-
mended the continuation of sub-
mitting reports to the General
Assembly concerning such reso-
lutions.

The Chairman moved to a vote
on Preliminary Draft Resolution
AGN/66/A.P.RES/7, which was
adopted unanimously, becoming
Draft Resolution AGN/66/P.RES/7.

The Chairman then asked Mr
Higdon to outline the background
to Preliminary Draft Resolution
AGN/66/A.P.RES/6 on firearms.
Mr Higdon said that since 1963
there had been 20 resolutions in
that field and it was an important
area to consider. A common-sense
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approach was needed. The Chair-
man then read out the prelimi-
nary draft resolution on the
manufacture, use and control of
firearms. Several delegates pro-
posed amendments to the text. Af-
ter it had been amended
accordingly. Preliminary Draft
Resolution AGN/66/A.P.RES/6
was adopted, becoming Draft Res-
olution AGN/66/P.RES/18.

Outline Agreement with
the United Nations

The Director of Legal Affairs
provided the background to the
Agreement and outlined the
points which were covered in it.
He said that once the Agreement
had been adopted by the General
Assembly. the Secretaries General
of both organizations would be
competent to sign any future
agreements between the United
Nations and/or its subsidiary bod-
ies and Interpol in the framework
of that Agreement. Preliminary
Draft Resolution AGN/66/A.P./
RES/9 was adopted, becoming
Draft Resolution AGN/66/P.RES/8.

Traffic in stolen vehicles

A comprehensive presentation
was made by Ms Good. a Special-
ized Officer at the General Secre-
tariat. who gave an overview of
the worldwide situation in rela-
tion to the tratfic in stolen vehicles
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and a report on current Interpol
projects in that field. She de-
scribed the development of the
Interpol ASF international stolen
vehicle database which had been
started in 1996. Only six coun-
tries were currently forwarding
stolen vehicle data to the General
Secretariat, although 38 countries
had access to the system. Ms Good
encouraged member countries to
join the system as soon as possi-
ble. She also announced the im-
minent publication of the
“Interpol Guide to Vehicle Regis-
tration Documents™.

The Chairman expressed his sat-
isfaction at the fact that a number
of countries were already linked to
the ASF stolen motor vehicle
database, and that the United Na-
tions had adopted a resolution on
the subject. There were indica-
tions that vehicle theft incidents
were on the decrease in some
countries: he encouraged Interpol
to continue its efforts in that re-
gard. He concluded by saying that
the “Interpol Guide to Vehicle
Registration Documents” would
be a very useful tool for member
countries.

Red notices

The Director of Liaison and
Criminal Intelligence in_tmcluced
Report No. 8 on rec notices.

He briefly described the back-
ground to the subject and an-
nounced the first results of a
study aimed at expanding the le-
gal recognition of red notices. He
referred to the relevant interna-
tional texts, which acknowledged
the essential role played by In-
terpol as the institution through
which requests for provisional ar-
rest could be sent. He stressed the
importance of keeping written
records of all such requests, and
recalled that provisional arrest
was a judicial measure which was
different from mere detention in
police custody.

The General Secretariat had so
far received a total of 91 replies in
the context of the study he had

mentioned, including six from
different countries’ Ministries of
Justice. Of the countries which
had replied to the General Secre-
tariat. 64 (75%) had stated that
they could make a provisional ar-
rest on the basis of a red notice is-
sued by Interpol, whereas 24 had
stated that thev could not. The
latter category included the North
American countries, Russia, the
United Kingdom, South Africa

and Japan.

Mr Higdon then presented the
new format for red notices which
had been prepared by the General
Secretariat with the aim of pro-
viding information that was as
clear as possible to all the depart-
ments concerned (police and jus-
tice).

He urged countries to imple-
ment Resolution ACN/65/RES/12,
demonstrating clearly that red no-
tices in their current form con-
tained most if not all the
information member countries
had said they needed in their
replies to the Secretariat. He said
he was convinced that combined
implementation of the proposals
contained in Report No. 8 and of
the preliminary draft resolution
currently being submitted, should
once and for all give a legal basis
to red notices in all member coun-
tries. He ended by saving that Pro-
fessor Larnaud, a Frenchman, had
made the same appeal in 1914,

|

_ The Delegales of Pakistan,
Egvpt. Switzerland, Armenia, Ro-
mania, Brazil, Svria, France, Azer-
baijan, Argentina, Australia, India,
Spain, Bangladesh and the United
States gave their opinions on the
matter and some of them proposed
modifications to the text of the
preliminary draft resolution.

The Director of Legal Affairs
summed up those modifications
by stating that there was an agree-
ment in principle to the analyses
and considerations contained in
f\ePUl‘l No. 8, provided that:

- Brazil's name is removed from
the list of countries which indi-
cated that a red notice has the
V{ﬂlm ol'a provisional arrest;
-inthe report and on the form, a
rf-:[urml::[: is added to the Conven-
tion on legal assistance and legal
rr—:!atilonship in ¢ivil, family and
criminal matters, concluded by
fhe countries of the CIS. sigllt?ﬂ
in Minsk in 1993
- Seclion 5 of the report, entitled
:'Mnelings of the Internal Work-
ing Party on red notices” is
deleted and replaced by a state-
ment lo the effect that 'r:_as[mnsi-
bility for continuing the work has
been entrusted to the Secretary
General; -
- the General Secretarial sends the
NCBs all the information in its
possession on the wanted person:
- the possibility of using the In-
lernet to circulate red notices is
explored:
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-all the nationalities of the wanted
person are specified on the form:
- it is stated that Report AGN/
66/RAP. No. 8 mav not be dis-
tributed without the present
amended resolution.”

Preliminary Draft Resolution
AGN/66/A.P.RES/8, incorporating
the proposed amendments, was
adopted, becoming Draft Resolu-
tion AGN/G6/P.RES/9.

Interpol standard of
exchanging computerized
fingerprint images by
countries using AFIS
equipment

The Director of Informalion
Technology gave a brief overview
of Report No. 11.

The Expert Working Party on
Computerized Fingerprint Image
Handling had been set up in 1995
to explore the feasibility of defin-
ing Automated Fingerprint Iden-
tification Svstems (AFIS)
standards for handling fingerprint
images. The excellent work done
by the Expert Working Party had
resulted in a recommendation be-
ing adopted at the 26th European
Regional Conference (Pieslany.
Slovakia) in 1997, defining an In-
terpol standard for computerized
transmission of fingerprints. The
Interpol standard was a major
achievement and thanks should
2o to the members of the Expert
Working Party for their outstand-
ing work.

The Chairman put Preliminary
Draft Resolution AGN/66/A.P.
RES/10 to the vote. It was adopted,
becoming Draft Resolution
AGN/66/P.RES/16.

Interpol: A source of
criminal information and
intelligence

Mr Cameron-Waller, Regional
Co-ordinator, introduced the sub-
ject, stating that the title reflected
part of the core business of the
Organization. Examining Inter-
pol’s role as a source of criminal
information and intelligence was
in reality asking how effective In-
terpol was to be. He referred to
the significant achievements made
in recent vears: the introduction of
the X.400 system, the creation of
the ASF, the development of the
Interpol Criminal Information Sys-
tem and the plan to acquire an
Automated Fingerprint Identifi-
cation System. He reminded the
meeling that all those facilities
were merely tools and stressed
that the essential question re-
mained outstanding. The Organi-
zation must develop a clear
understanding of how the tools
should be used.

Mr Cameron-Waller described
the way in which information was
handled at the General Secretariat
by reference to what he referred to
as the “intelligence wheel”.

He outlined the role of the vari-
ous units at the General Secretariat
which developed strategic and op-

erational intelligence from indi-
vidual pieces of information sub-
mitted by the NCBs and
disseminated that intelligence by a
variety of means. He stated that it
was intended that such intelligence
should result in arrest. the seizure
of stolen or illicitly possessed prop-
erty, or the frustration of criminal
activity. That in turn should lead
to the submission of new and more
recent information to the General
Secretariat by the NCBs.

He stressed the crucial role that
the NCBs had to play if that dv-
namic process was to be effective.
He reported that the American Re-
gional Conference held in Ottawa
earlier in 1997 had considered the
subject and resolved that each of
the member countries in the re-
gion should conduct a funda-
mental review of the role,
contribution and capability of
their NCBs in the provision of in-
formation to the General Secre-
tariat and other countries and in
the dissemination of information
from those sources within their
countries, having particular re-
gard to the value of providing op-
erational law enforcement units
with information which was
timely, accurate. relevant and
complete.

Subsequently, the African Re-
gional Conference held in Algeria
in August 1997 had adopted the
same approach. Mr Cameron-
Waller suggested that the issue
was of such importance that each
of the member countries through-
out the world should be involved
in this process. He furthermore
proposed that each NCB should
appoint an intelligence co-ordi-
nator whose responsibility it
would be to create awareness of
Interpol's role as a source of crim-
inal information and intelligence.
and to stimulate and co-ordinate
the flow of information via the
NCB to the General Secretarial.

The Chairman introduced Pre-
liminary Draft Resolution AGN/
66/A.P.RES/16 which related to
those proposals. It was adopted.
becoming Draft Resolution
AGN/G66/P.RES/17,
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Co-operation to search for
persons responsible for
serious violations of
international humanitarian
law committed in Rwanda
or neighbouring countries

The item was introduced by the
Rwandan Delegate who briefly de-
scribed the atrocities which had
resulted in the establishment of
the United Nations Tribunal in
Arusha. He referred to Resolution
955 of the United Nations Security
Council which gave parallel com-
petence to both the United Na-
tions’ and the Rwandan national
tribunal for those crimes.

Despite Resolution 955, which
urged all States to co-operate re-
garding the prosecution of those
responsible, many culprits had
fled and were living peacefully
and with impunity abroad.

He then introduced Preliminary
Draft Resolution AGN/66/A.P.
RES/11 which highlighted the
need for police and judicial co-
operation to bring those respon-
sible for such crimes to justice.

The Director of Legal Affairs
proposed adding the following
phrase to the preliminary draft
resolution: “Asks the Secretary
General to bring this Resolution to
the attention of the United Na-
tions authorities™.

The Ugandan Delegate pointed
out that it was not sufficient sim-
ply to locate and deal with those
suspected of such crimes. It was
HISU I'Ii!(:HSSEiF_\" to ensure lh('? sSur-
render of exhibits and any other
evidence that would assist in
reaching a just conclusion.

The Chairman invited the meet-
ing to vote on the Preliminary
Draft Resolution with the amend-
ment proposed by the Director of
Legal Affairs.

The Preliminary Draft Resolu-
lion, thus amended, was adopted.
becoming  Draft  Resolution
AGN/66/P.RES/13.

Exploitation of illegal
immigrants by organized
crime groups

The Director of Liaison and
Criminal Intelligence informed
the meeting that the General Sec-
retariat had initiated a project to
study and report on that type of
crime. He urged all member coun-
tries to co-operate fully on the pro-
ject, reminding those present of
the earlier discussion on Inter-
pol’s role as a source of criminal
information and intelligence.

Strategic Plan — Interpol’s
future aims and objectives

The Director of Information
Technology reminded the meet-
ing that the purpose of developing
a strategic plan for the Organiza-
tion was to define its future path.

Stressing the importance of the
project, he stated that it was in-
tended that there should be wide-
ranging consultation with member
countries. A report could be sub-
mitted via the Executive Com-
mittee to the General Assembly
session in 1998.

The draft resolutions adopted
during the meeting of Heads of
NCBs were subsequently put to
the vote in plenary session.

The following draft resolutions
were adopted unanimously:

Terms of reference of the Stand-
ing Committee on Information
Technology (SCIT): AGN/66/
P.RES/6. This became Resolution
AGN/66/RIES/3.

Procedure for monitoring reso-
lutions: AGN/66/P.RES/7, becom-
ing Resolution AGN/66/RES/4.

Co-operation Agreement with
the United Nations: AGN/66/
P.RES/8, becoming Resolution
AGN/66/RES/5.

Red notices: AGN/GH/P.RIES/Y.
becoming Resolution AGN/GG/
RES/7.

The manufacture, use and con-
trol of firearms: AGN/66/P.RES/18
(following amendment), becom-
ing Resolution AGN/66/RES/6.

Interpol standard for exchanging
computerized fingerprint images
by countries using AFIS equip-
ment: AGN/66/P.RES/16, becom-
ing Resolution AGN/66/RES/9.

Co-operation to search for
persons responsible for serious
violations of international human-
itarian law committed in Rwanda
or neighbouring countries be-
tween 1st Oclober 1990 and 31st
December 1994: AGN/66/P.RES/
13, becoming Resolution AGN/66/
RES/10.
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CONTINENTAL MEETINGS

African Continental
Meeting

The mecting was chaired by Mr
El Rooby (Egypt), Vice-President
of Interpol.

Regional activities

The General Secretariat had
changed the method used for pro-
viding regional training. Training
was now provided locally. in a sin-
gle language, and better met the
specific needs of each region. The
results of the courses organized in
French in Cote d'Ivoire and in En-
glish in Harare had been satisfac-
tory. Discussions were under way
with the Egyptian authorities with
a view to organizing a course in
Arabic in Cairo in early 1998.

It was pointed out that the train-
ing organized in the new way was
no longer exclusively for NCB of-
ficials and was also open to heads
of police colleges. That formula

could be used to promote use of

Interpol. The Organization felt
that teaching on international co-
operation should also be included
in the programmes of all police
colleges.

There had recently been a meet-
ing in Togo on car crime.

Day-to-day co-operation

The Malian Delegate said that
his country was the scene for traf-
fic in cars which had been stolen
in neighbouring countries and
sometimes in Europe. An investi-
gation carried out by the Malian
police following requests from the
Cote d'lvoire authorities had re-
vealed that a large number of ve-
hicles had been stolen following
attacks carried out by individu-
als living in Cote d'lvaoire. The ve-
hicles had then been smugeled

into Mali by couriers using false
documents.

The Malian authorities had
therefore introduced a certificate
which had to be presented before
any imported vehicles could be
registered. However, it was some-
times difficult to explain to the
owner of the stolen vehicle that
the certificate — which was not
foolproof — had been issued at a
time when the Malian authorities
were not aware that the vehicle
had actually been stolen.

The Chairman said he supposed
that such procedures nonetheless
provided a fairly effective means
of screening. However, what could
the police do when a victim took
too long to report the theft?

The South African Delegate
pointed out that co-operation
among chiefs of police in South-
ern Africa had led to the devel-
opment of a certification system
which would be used throughout
the region. Before a vehicle could
be reregistered outside the coun-
trv of origin, the latter would have
to issue a certilicate attesting that
the vehicle had not been stolen.

SINGAPOUR |iR

The appropriate forms would
shortly be distributed to the Sub-
Regional Bureau and to all the
NCBs in the region.

The Chairman asked why the
countries in the region did not
send their requests directly to the
General Secretariat, which had a
database of stolen vehicles.

The South African Delegate
replied that, at present, not all the
countries in Southern Africa had
access to the General Secretariat’s
database. He pointed out that, in
addition to the certificate which
he had just mentioned. the per-
son applying to register the vehi-
cle would have to supply the
original vehicle documents and
the owner's identity papers. That
system of checking documents
would also apply to other coun-
tries suspected of being involved
in vehicle trafficking.

The Cote d'lvoire Delegate said
that the police in his country
merely consulted the country of
origin of the vehicle, as they con-
sidered that the NCB in that coun-
trv should have an index of stolen
vehicles.
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The Algerian Delegate drew his
colleagues’ attention to the fact
that the original owners of vehi-
cles were sometimes involved as
accomplices in the exportation
and fraudulent sale of their cars:
they had declared the vehicle as
stolen and then claimed reim-
bursement from the insurance
company.

The Chairman agreed that the
problem referred to by the Alge-
rian Delegate was a source of dif-
ficulty, and he asked his
colleagues to think about ways of
solving it.

The Regional Co-ordinator (Gen-
eral Secretariat) thought that the
method recommended by the
South African Delegate would be
particularly effective since it har-
monized the procedures in the
twelve countries of the region.

The Ugandan Delegate pointed
out that an owner in good faith
might report the theft of his vehi-
cle to the police quite late. He pro-
posed that — within Interpol in
general — when a request was
made to reregister a vehicle
abroad, the NCB of the country of
origin should be contacted first.

The South African Delegate said
that, in Southern Africa, over
100,000 vehicles were stolen ev-
ery vear, half of which were never
found; he felt the certificate sys-
tem could be quite a good guar-
antee against complicity by the
original owner. —

The Chairman acknowledged
that co-operation between all In-
terpol member countries was ab-
solutelv vital if the problem was
to be solved. However. a forum
such as the Continental Meeting
could not expect to find a solu-
tion. Such meetings could only
suggest avenues to be explored.

The Zambian Delegate felt the
development of X.400 would
make it possible to circulate in-
formation about vehicle thefts
much more effectively. For thal
to happen, however, the informa-
tion had to be transmitted in the
first place.

The Zimbabwean Delegate
agreed. Whatever the procedure
adopted, it would only be valid it
there was sufficient useful infor-
mation available.

Mr Cameron-Waller. the Re-
gional Co-ordinator. pointed out
that the recommendations aboul
stolen vehicles had already been
adopted by various Alrican meet-
ings. Most of the proposals which
had just been made merely con-
cerned good practice by the NCBs
and did not require any further
decisions to be taken.

The Togolese Delegate said thal
his country had organized the
Third Regional Meeting on Stolen
Vehicles in 1997 because it al-
tached great importance 1o the
subject. To combal traffic using
the port of Lomé, and in applica-
tion of one of the recommenda-

tions adopted during the meeting,
it had established a “discharge
svstem”™ for registering imported
vehicles, The discharge was is-
sued by the Togolese NGB, which
began by consulting the database
in Lvons. In implementing the sys-
tem there had unfortunately been
some problems of harmonizing
procedures. speed of information
exchanged. etc.

Sub-Regional Bureaus —
Status and activities

The Regional Co-ordinator re-
ported on the status of the three
African Sub-Regional Bureaus, the
one in Abidjan for West Africa.
the one in Harare for Sauthern
Africa. and the one in Nairobi for
Fast Alrica. There had not been
much in the wayv ol new develop-
ments since the Regional Confer-
ence in Algiers.

As lTar as the West African Bu-
reau was concerned., the financing
situation was still deplorable, only
four oul ol twentv-four countries
having paid their contributions.
Cote d'Ivoire was still financing
the use of the premises itself. The
staff consisted of one Ivorian offi-
cial and two Gabonese officials,
and there were plans to detach
Nigerian officials. Failure to re-
spect their commitments on the
part of the countries of the region
was becoming an extremelvy seri-
ous problem. '

In the case ol the Bureau for
Southern Alrica. seven countries
out of eleven had paid their con-
tributions and the sum thus made
available was sullicient to ensure
proper functioning. The Bureau
had been officiallv opened by
President Mugabe a few weeks
previouslv.in the presence of Min-
isters Irom all the countries it
served. In addition to Zimbab-
wean officials. six ollicials rom
various other countries in the re-
gion worked in Harare and three
further appointments were being
made. A great deal ol activity was
laking [l|;|t.l- and thoere \\‘l’-l‘t?-l'l.!gl.h
lar contacls between the Bureau
and the SARPCC),
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The problem of financing for the
Sub-Regional Bureaus was ex-
tremely serious. Interpol’s policy
was clear: the Bureaus should be
financed by the countries they
served. The Executive Committee
had taken two decisions:

- that the whole subject of financ-
ing for Sub-Regional Bureaus
should be reviewed by Mr Noble
who was going to be appointed
an Adviser to the Organization;

- that no further proposals to es-
tablish new Sub-Regional Bureaus
should be accepted unless they
were accompanied by secure ar-
rangements as to financing.

The Ministers of the countries to
be served by the East African Bu-
reau had all expressed agreement,
but no payments had been re-
ceived and financing would have
to be secured before the Head-
quarters Agreement was signed.
even if the Assembly had ap-
proved its terms.

It had been at the request of the
Ministers concerned that minis-
terial meetings had been orga-
nized, first in Abidjan in 1995,
then at Victoria Falls and finally
in Nairobi. It was the Ministers
themselves who had suggested the
conclusion of international agree-
ments which would be binding
on the countries concerned.

In the absence of the actual sums
needed, the situation seemed in-
soluble. The Ministers of Foreign
Aflfairs of the countries affected
had been informed of develop-
ments by diplomatic note and
copies of the note would he: ‘sgnl
to the Ministers of Home Affairs.

However, the problems lhat_had
arisen had not prevented the Gen-
eral Secretariat from making con-
siderable efforts to help the
Sub-Regional Bureaus to make
progress, particularly in respect
of technical equipment. It seemed
that it would not suffice to link
them to the X.400 network — they
would also need PCs connected
to the network. But here again the
problem of the substantial finan-
cial cost of the equipment arose,
and the Bureaus needed the equip-

ment if they were to operate sat-
isfactorily. The capital investment
plan for Harare was expected to to-
tal FRF 1.3 million and it seemed
scarcely reasonable to ask the
countries concerned to contribute
that sum themselves. Outside as-
sistance would therefore be sought
and similar efforts would natu-
rally be made for the other two
African Bureaus.

The Chairman said he hoped
that all the African countries
would understand the importance
of making the required financial
effort. Africa would have to wake
up if it wished to ensure the se-
curity it needed for its economic
development by co-operation be-
tween its peoples. He expressed
his thanks to all the countries,
particularly France, which had
given the African countries fi-
nancial assistance.

Regional and Sub-Regional
Committees’ progress reports

The Regional Co-ordinator said
he was very happy with the idea
of establishing Sub-Regional Com-
mittees in Africa.

There were now Regional Com-
mittees for West, Central and
Southern Africa. The Committee
composed of Uganda, Kenva and
Tanzania planned to expand to
take in the whole of Eastern
Africa.

The Central African Committee
had been established during a
ministerial meeting held during
the current vear in Brazzaville,
with two Sub-Committees — one
for information and the other for
legal affairs. Its Chairman was the
Chief of Police of Congo. Given
the situation in Brazzaville, how-
ever, the Chairman had not been
able to call the planned meetings
and the Committee’s Headquar-
lers were to be transferred,

The Nigerian Delegate said that
the West African Committee had
been set up in Nigeria in March
1997: it was composed of 16 coun-
tries and two Observers (Congo
and the Central African Republic).

A West Africa Police Chiefs’
Committee had also been estab-
lished. The Chairman was the Di-
rector of Police of Nigeria and the
Vice-Chairman was the Chief of
Police of Mali. Two Sub-Commit-
tees had been established. one to
study and harmonize existing bi-
lateral and multilateral agree-
ments in the region. and the other
to study an integrated training pro-
gramme to standardize investiga-
tors’ methods.

The South African Delegate re-
ported that a first meeting of the
Sub-Regional Committee had been
held in Cape Town. A chairman
had been appointed and a docu-
ment on co-operation was
planned. It was hoped the initia-
tive would improve the level of
co-operation between the police
forces of Southern Africa. The
opening of the Bureau in Harare
on 1st October 1997 would also
greatly contribute to strengthening
that co-operation. The countries of
Southern Africa used the Interpol
machinery to the full. mainly
X.400 which was to be installed
evervwhere within a few weeks.
The Regional Committee would
provide the interface with Interpol
and would divide the work be-
tween its Sub-Committees (legal
affairs, training and, soon, opera-
tional know-how). Co-operation
in the region — especially with
the co-ordinating committee of
heads of investigation — had led
to some remarkable successes in
the area of stolen vehicles. There
still remained legal difficulties —
occasioned by the differences be-
tween national structures —
which sometimes prevented a ve-
hicle which had been recovered
from being returned to its owner.

The chiefs of police, who had
met the previous week and who
would be meeting again in a few
months’ time, had analysed the
main crime threats for each coun-
try. The meeting had led to areas
of common concern being deli ned:
drugs, stolen vehicles. diamonds.
weapons, illegal immigrants. 1
had been decided that all data on
criminal cases would be sent to In-
terpol. if possible via the X.400
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network. The South African Del-
egate said he hoped that the Sub-
Regional Committee would be a
model of police co-operation for
the entire world.

The Ugandan Delegate reported
on the co-operation which had ex-
isted for some time between his
country, Tanzania and Kenya. Fol-
lowing recent discussions in
Nairobi, it had been decided to
extend that co-operation to other
countries in East Africa. The
Ugandan authorities hoped to be
able to host a meeting of chiefs of
police in the near future to discuss
that proposal. The Delegate added
that his country's authorities were
determined to make up the delay
incurred in payving their contri-
bution towards the funding of the
East African Sub-Regional Bureau,
and were also planning to detach
officers to the Bureau.

Date and meeting place of the
next Regional Conference

It was decided that the next
African Regional Conference
would be held in Cape Town and
would begin on 17th March 1999.

American Continental
Meeting

The meeting was chaired by Mr
Mery Figueroa. Vice-President for
the Americas.

Mr Higdon, Director of the Liai-
son and Criminal Intelligence Di-
rectorate, reported on the Regional
Conference which had been held
that year in Ottawa, and gave an
outline of the status and activi-
ties of the Sub-Regional Bureau
in Buenos Aires.

Since the new Head of Bureau
had taken up his post, great ef-
forts had been made to enhance
the Bureau's profile and activi-
ties. The Head of Bureau had car-
ried out a number of studies on
crime in his sub-region, in partic-
ular drug trafficking, precursors,
and the theft of cultural property.
He had also prepared quarterly
;lr:li\fil_v |‘!-3[nu‘ts en|f| had also

helped to organize three meetings
in the region.

The Puerto Rican Delegate re-
ported on the meeting of the In-
terpol Regional Committee for the
Caribbean and Central America
which had taken place in San Juan
in September 1997. One of the key
points arising from that meeting
had been San Juan's central role as
the Interpol regional station for
the X.400 network. He also stated
that San Juan were offering train-

ing facilities for a regional group of

up to 50 people. At the meeting a
report had been given on the Gen-
eral Secretariat’s strategy for the
region, in particular the key role
plaved by the various associations
of chiefs of police. Other points
on the agenda had included tech-
nical developments in relation to
the exchange of intelligence. 'l he
conclusions of the meeting had
been that Interpol San Juan should
be designated as a permanent sec-
retariat for the regional commit-
tee and that a working group
should be created to develop ROC-
CISS using all existing facilities. In
addition, Puerto Rico had offered
to host an international Interpol
conference in 1998.

The Panamanian Delegate em-
phasized how useful that meet-
ing had been and mentioned that
an Observer from the Royal Cana-
dian Mounted Police had also
made a valuable contribution to
the meeting.

The Uruguavan Delegate said
that the MERCOSUR countries
(Argentina, Brazil, Paraguay and
Uruguay) and associate members
(Bolivia and Chile) had been car-
rying out a number of activities
and aimed to increase their links
with Interpol. In November 1996
a consultative mechanism had
been set up by the MERCOSUR
Ministers of the Interior and Jus-
tice. and the heads of police of
those countries had met several
times with the aim of supporting
the ongoing work of the Ministers
of the Interior. It was important to
strengthen support for Interpol’s
activities. In November a meeting
would be held for the Ministers

from MERCOSUR member and as-
sociate countries. The Delegate in-
dicated that Uruguay would be
putting forward a candidate for
the Interpol Executive Commit-
tee. That indicated his authori-
ties' commilment not only to their
region but also to the Organiza-
tion as a whole. He stressed the
need to co-operate with other
Slates.

The Paraguavan Delegate clari-
fiecd some dates in relation to the
various MERCOSUR meelings.

The Chairman mentioned that,
on 18th and 19th November 1997,
Mexico would be hosting a meet-
ing on the traffic in stolen vehicles
in Central and South America. He
asked all countries of the region to
attend. as such crime was a mat-
ter of general concern.

The Brazilian Delegate said that
in order to highlight the impor-
tance ol the Sub-Regional Bureaus
it should be obligatory to invite
Heads of Sub-Regional Bureaus to
General Assembly sessions and to
require them to submil a report,

The Chairman then moved on
to the final topic of the agenda
and asked the meeting whether
any countryv was willing to host
the next American Regional Con-
ference in 1999, No offer wag
forthcoming.

Asian Continental Meeting

The meeting was chaired by My
Kanemoto. President of Interpol

The Chairman reminded dele-
gates that a meeting of the Work-
ing Group on Co-operation in Asia
had been held on 14th October
1997. (Notice of that meeting had
bheen sent to all NCBs in Asia by
wav ol a message from the General
Secretarial on 27th August 1997))
Mr Kanemoto drew the attention
of the meeting to a report of the
Working Group Meeting which
had been distributed and sug-
gestad that it be used as a discus-
sion paper instead of following
the standard avenda, '
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Mr Takizawa (General Secre-
lariat) then read out the reporl.

The first item discussed by the
Working Group had been the role
of the Bangkok Liaison Office. The
Australian Delegate supported re-
marks made by the Chinese Dele-
gate and said that greater publicity
should be given to the Bangkok
Liaison Office through the law en-
forcement agencies of the indi-
vidual countries. as that would
further enhance its effectiveness.

The next item discussed by the
Working Group had been regional
modernization. The Working Group
had been informed that 13 coun-
tries in the region were involved in
the next slage of the programine
and each of them had signed the
necessary legal agreements.

In answer to a question from the
Malaysian Delegate. the meeting
was informed that the 13 coun-
tries were: Bangladesh, Cambodia,
India, Kazakhstan, Laos, Maldives.
Mongolia, Myanmar, Nepal, Pak-
istan, Sri Lanka. Uzbekistan and
Vietnam. The Information Tech-
nologv Directorate would now go
ahead with the procurement of the
appropriate equipment.

Mr Takizawa then reported on
the Working Group's discussion
of initiatives being undertaken to
deliver training for NCB officials
on a regional basis. A question-
naire on training needs and op-
portunities. which had been
circulated by the General Secre-

tariat in March 1997, had also been
discussed and it was reported that
only 14 countries had returned the
completed questionnaire.

Mr Takizawa then reported on
discussions by the Working Group
on Co-operation in Asia of a pro-
posal by the Australian Delega-
tion that representatives of
different sub-regional groups in
Asia should be invited to identify
the critical issues of common con-
cern in the various sub-regions
with a view to setling up a process
to develop initiatives and remedy
difficulties.

The Malaysian Delegate insisted
on the need for harmonization of
regional initiatives due to the ex-
treme diversity of the Asian re-
gion. He pointed out there existed
in Asia bodies such as the ASEAN
Chiefs of Police which met regu-
larly to discuss issues of common
concern,

The Australian Delegate said he
wished to add to the comments
made. The Asian region was the
most diverse both geographically
and culturally, stretching from the
Mediterranean to the Western Pa-
cific. The region had to find a way
lo communicate and get over any
difficulties which were created by
the diversity of the region. He rec-
ognized that difficulties and prob-
lems relative to the region could
be dealt with by Chiefs of Police
within bodies such as ASEAN. He
proposed that representatives of
the various sub-regions should ex-

amine and identifv the issues of
critical concern to them and said
that Australia was willing to pre-
pare a document based on the
findings, in advance of the next
Asian Regional Conference.

Mr Cameron-Waller, the Re-
gional Co-ordinator, expressed his
appreciation of the proposals
made by the Australian Delega-
tion and referred to the enhanced
status of Regional Conferences
which, as a result of the resolution
adopted the previous day, had ef-
fectively become special commit-
tees of the General Assembly.

Referring to the arrangements
described by the Malaysian Dele-
gation for co-operation within the
ASEAN region, he suggested that
it might be timely to examine the
relationship that such bodies
could enjoy with the Regional
Conferences.

He pointed out, however, that
currently some of those bodies
functioned without any direct in-
put from Interpol. He acknowl-
edged that that was a sensitive
issue, but felt that measures
needed to be taken in order to en-
sure that those participating in
such bodies were fully informed
of current issues and recent de-
velopments, that full advantage
was taken of the opportunities of-
fered by Interpol, and also that
duplication of effort was avoided.

The Australian Delegate said
that such an initiative would be a
test of the commitment of the rep-
resentatives of all the countries
in the region and that success
would depend upon everyone
playing their part. He realized that
they were working to a tight time-
frame and suggested that the Aus-
tralian NCB write to all the other
NCBs seeking information and put
together a composite document.
In that way, real progress could
be made by the Asian Regional
Conference.

The Delegate of the United Arab
Emirates said that delegates should
re-consider mechanisms for the
exchange of information and co-
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operation. Such co-operation
should be as efficient as possible,
which, unfortunately, had not al-
ways been the case in the past.

The Chairman suggested that the
meeting endorse the Australian
proposals, that the pre-conference
work should be done through a
questionnaire, and that Australia
should prepare a document for
the Asian Regional Conference to
be held in Canberra from 17th to
19th February 1998. That proposal
was agreed.

European Continental
Meeting

The meeting was chaired by Mr
Richardot, Vice-President for Eu-
rope.

Regional activities

The Delegate of Luxembourg re-
ported on police co-operation
within the European Union and
recalled that such co-operation
was the responsibility of the Jus-
tice and Internal Affairs Council,
also known the “Third Pillar”.

In the context of the Union, po-
lice co-operation was approached
from different angles: the estab-
llshment of Europol; the fight
against the most serious forms of
crime affecting the Union, such
as organized crime, drug traffick-
ing and terrorism; the further de-
velopment of co-operation with
regard to training, particular tech-
niques and public security.

As everybody knew, the member
States of the European Union were
in the process of ratifying the Eu-
ropol Convention. Four States had
already done so and it was highly
likely that Europol would become

operational during the first half

o‘f' 1998, thus taking over from the
Europol Drugs Unit (EDU).

Luxembourg’s presidency would
therefore have to deal first with
protecting secrecy. the transmis-
sion of KEuropol data to non-Mem-

ber States. receipt by Europol of

data from non-Member States. re-

lations between Europol and the
authorities of non-member States
and organization of the joint con-
trol authority.

It went without saying that the
Presidency was concerned about
the satisfactory functioning of Eu-
ropol’s computerized system, on
which the satisfactory function-
ing of the new entity would de-

pend.

He then referred to the fight
against organized crime, drug traf-
ficking and terrorism, and recalled
the adoption by the Amsterdam
Council of a 30-point strategy
which stressed prevention as well
as law enforcement, sought to
bring closer together and even har-
monize legislations, and advo-
cated practical co-operation
between the various judicial and
police bodies responsible for en-
forcing the law.

The strategy provided for a full
two-year calendar and the Dele-
gate mentioned its main charac-
teristics.

To co-ordinate efforts, the Coun-
¢il had decided to establish a
multi-disciplinary group on orga-
nized crime in July 1996 and the
Presidency had sel priorities in
that field. Furthermore, the 1996
report on organized crime within
the European Union was being
prepared.

The Presidency would report to
the European Council meeting in

Luxembourg on the steps taken in
1997 to follow up the priorities de-
fined during the European Council
meeting in Dublin. Furthermore.
work was under wayv on the activ-
ities carried out in the fight against
intracommunity traffic.

The Council was also followine
closelv the EDU-Europol ]Ji‘OiU(:tcs,
on controlled deliveries and co-
caine and heroin traffic. Finally, g
warning mechanism had been in-
stalled to allow Member States to
react quickly in the event of new
svnthetic drugs being discovered,

In the arca of terrorism, effortg
were being concentrated on im.
proving co-operation among Mem-
ber States. _[ he Presidency would
be organizing an experl seminar
on the funding of terrorism. The
link between terrorism and in l'm-.'
mation technology was the subject
of close attention. ‘

Another seminar would also be
held on the initiatives taken to
halt the traflic in stolen vehicles

The European Union was mak-
ing special efforts to develop co-
operation in areas such as training,
special techniques and public
saletv.

Go-operation with the Associa-
tion ol Buropean Police Colleges
would be intensilied and a pro-
gramme would be developed tg
help the countries of Central and
Iastern Furope Lo train their po-
licer ollicers.
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With regard to technical co-op-
eration, the Council had adopted
— on 9th June 1997 — a resolu-
tion on sharing DNA analyses by
selting up databases and stan-
dardizing techniques. Discussions
were slill in progress on the de-
velopment of a European stan-
dard for radiocommunications.
The interception of communica-
tions was the subject of much dis-
cussion, since satisfactory
solutions had to be found to both
the technical and legal aspects of
the problem.

The police co-operation group
was primarily concerned with pre-
venting the counterfeiting of fu-
ture euro banknotes.

The speaker then briefly ad-
dressed the issue of relations be-
tween the European Union and
Interpol. an issue which had al-
ready been discussed within var-
ious forums with a view to
avoiding duplication of effort and
to promoting harmonious co-0p-
eralion.

Meetings had already taken
place between the Troika mem-
bers and the President and Secre-
tary General of Interpol: such
meetings would continue.

On the subject ol customs €O~
operation, the Presidency l}ad
given priority to the l‘.()n(:_lllt-‘-lf?l'l
of the “Naples 11" Convention, 1
accordance with the directives ol
the European Council at its meet-
ing in Amsterdam. At the same
time. the “Customs 2000" project
was being examined by national
customs administrations.

In the area of judicial co-opera-
tion, a draft convention on mu-
tual assistance in criminal matters
was being drawn up.

Noteworthy developments with
regard 1o rights of asvlum and
immigration were the entry into
force on 1st September 1997 of
the Dublin Convention, and the
preparation of a convenlion on
the installation ol the Eurodac svs-
tem for comparing lingerprints of
asvium-seekoers.

Mr Storbeck then gave a pre-
sentation on the activities of the
EDU-Europol. Since Interpol’s pre-
vious General Assembly session,
the scope of the Unit's activities
had been extended and it now
dealt with illegal immigration and
traffic in human beings. inter alia.

One of Europol’s priorities was
to ensure that more intelligence
and information were shared
through the liaison officers located
in The Hague. There were about
forty of those officers, working in-
dependently of their national ad-
ministrations. During 1996, the
EDU-Europol had provided assis-
tance in more than 2,000 cases and
it hoped that the number would
grow to reach 3,000 in 1997.

Two-thirds of the cases it had
dealt with had been drugs cases,
10 to 12% had been illegal immi-
gration cases, and it had also been
involved in investigations relat-
ing to money laundering and even
traffic in nuclear substances.

One important aspect of its ac-
tivities was strategic analysis
which it aimed to conduct in close
co-operation with Interpol, WCO
and UNDCP. To that end, the EDU-
Europol was trying to harmonize
its software and working methods
with those of its counterparts.

Mr Storbeck described a very
successful operation initiated by
the Italian police and judicial au-
thorities with the aim of putting

an end to the activities of a Mafia-
type gang. During the investiga-
tions, it had become clear that five
different European countries were
looking for the members of the
gang. Europol had co-ordinated
the monitoring of means of trans-
port throughout Europe and had
finally organized a meeting on its
premises during which plans had
been drawn up for concerted ac-
tion. That action had resulted in
the simultaneous arrest of 68 of
the 76 wanted persons, in five dif-
ferent European Union countries.

The permanent contact between
the various institutions concerned
had undoubtedly contributed to
the successful outcome of the case,
and Mr Storbeck emphasized the
need for complementary action by
Interpol. Europol and Schengen.

Informal contacts had already
been established, the three insti-
tutions invited the others’ repre-
sentatives to their meetings,
documents were exchanged, and
technical responsibilities were de-
fined. It was clear that relations
between the three institutions
were constantly improving but
more political and practical co-
operation was required. although
some countries — Belgium for ex-
ample — were already trving to
make certain that there was no
untoward overlapping.

The Chairman thanked the two
speakers and expressed his plea-
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sure at the fact that links were be-
ing forged between the various in-
stitutions dealing with crime
investigation in Europe.

The Swiss Delegate asked what
concrete measures had actually
been taken to boost co-operation
between the international organi-
zations referred to earlier. Had a
list of priorities been drawn up?
What was Interpol’s position on
the subject?

The Director of Liaison and
Criminal Intelligence replied that
Interpol and Europol were en-
deavouring to improve their rela-
tions not only from an operational
point of view, but also from a po-
litical point of view, as the two
speakers had pointed out earlier.

That had resulted not only in
joint invitations being issued,
thereby helping to ensure that
each institution’s resources were
not wasted on the pursuit of sim-
ilar projects, but also in summit
meetings, at which Interpol’s Sec-
retary General had stressed the
importance of maintaining a po-
litical dialogue.

It had been pointed out to the
Secretary General that various le-
gal aspects would have to be ex-
amined before closer co-operation
could be considered.

However, the parties had de-
cided to draw up documents mak-
ing it possible to define potential
areas of co-operation and the pri-
orities to be set. Current relations
were by no means bad; however,
there was certainly room for im-
provement and, to that end, per-
manent contacts were being
maintained in a spirit of mutual
respect,

Sub-Regional Bureaus —
Status and activities

Mr Higdon, Director of Liaison
and Criminal Intelligence, an-
nounced that Mr Heijerman. the
Head of the European Liaison Bu-
reau, would be leaving his post
after five years and would be tak-
ing up a liaison officer’s post in
Paris.

At the end of the current Conti-

nental Meeting, the members of

the European Committee should
therefore join the Chairman of the
meeting in considering the appli-
cations for the post. The Secre-
tary General would then make the
final choice. Mr Higdon went on
to sav that he had been pleased al
the welcome received by the
handbook on police and justice
systems in Europe: the Dutch NCB
had put the text on computer and
it was consequently obtainable by
X.400. He appealed to all NCBs
which had not done so to send
the General Secretariat all the in-
formation it needed. as soon as
possible. so that the handbook
would be really complete.

He spoke briefly on the various
meetings which had been held
during the course of the vear, high-
lighting the 9th Meeting of Buro-
pean Contact Officers which had
been held in Lvons on 18th and
19th September. The meeting had
been attended by 36 contact offi-
cers from 32 different countries.

Unfortunately, many of the par-
ticipants had stated that they
could not provide some of the ser-
vices expected of them because
they were nol in positions of
enough importance in their own
NCBs. The European Committee
would certainly want to consider
the recommendations made by the
contact officers.

Regional Committee Progress
Report

Mr Thiesen (Denmark), Chair-
man of the European Commilttee,
submitted the Commitlee’s
Progress Report on its activities
since the previous European Con-
tinental Meeting held in Antalya
in the autumn of 1996, pointing
out that it was the last time he
would be submitting it.

The Regional Conference re-
cently held in Piestany had taken
note of the work under way, so
Mr Thiesen said he would con-
fine himself to reporting on the
discussions that had taken place
during the Committee’s meeting
held in Lyons on 27th June.

He recalled that the European
Committee was currently com-
posed of delegates from Belgium,
Denmark. France, Germany, the
Netherlands. Poland, Romania
and Slovakia.

During the next Regional Con-
ference. the Polish and Romanian
delegates would withdraw and it
was already known that Lithuania
would apply to join.

Mr Thiesen then reminded del-
egates that the Buropean Regional
Conference in Piestany had sup-
ported the suropean Committee's
|)|~<>|1{15:|1 to drall a new version of
the strategic plan and that a draft-
ing committee constituted for that
purpose had held its first meet-
ing in Lyons in September.

A new framework had been
drawn up which would be submit-
ted to the Buropean Committee dur-
ing its forthcoming meeting on 18th
November in Lvons. Mr Thiesen
hoped he would be able to submit
the new version ol the strategic plan
for approval by the 27th European
Regional Conference.

He confirmed his decision to
give up the chairmanship of the
Luropean ( ‘ommittee — after serv-
ing [or three years — during the
forthcoming LLuropean Regional
Conference. in application of the
rules drawn up in 1995, whereby
the chairman’s term ol office was
limited to three yvears. Denmark
would still be a member of the
Commilttee until 1999, but the
Committee would have to elect a
new chairman.

A lively discussion then ensued,
during which the Delegates of
Switzerland. Germany, Poland,
the United Kingdom, the Nether-
lands. Finland and Belgium gave
their respective views on service
standards. their monitoring by the
NCBs. and improvement of Inter-
pol's performance.

Date and meeting place of the
next Regional Conference

The next Furopean Regional
Conlerence would be held in
Dubrovnik. Croatia, from 13th to
151h Mav 1998
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PROGRAMME OF ACTIVITIES FOR 1998

The Director of Administration
and Finance submitted Report No.
4 which contained the Programme
of Activities for 1998.

The Programme, with three ad-
ditional items described below,
was approved by the General As-
sembly in plenary session:

-In 1998, there would be regional
training for NCB officers: a course
for Asia and the Middle East (put
back from 1997 to 1998) and
courses in Latin America, for the
North American region and
Caribbean region, and for West
and Central Africa.

- In March 1998, the first meeting
of the Regional Committee for
South America on offences against
minors would be held in Buenos
Aires.

- In application of a resolution
adopted by the General Assembly
that morning, the General Secre-
tariat would be organizing a sem-
inar at the Headquarters on the
role and responsibilities of the
NCBs' criminal intelligence co-or-
dinator.

The French Delegate said that,
during the Committee on Interna-
tional Financial and Economic
Crime, the Head of his Delegation
had proposed a first meeting of
the Working Party on economic
crime in Europe, which would be
held in his country in October
1998,

The Programme, thus modified,
is given below.

Administration and
Finance Directorate

- Implementation of the new com-
puterized accounting and payroll
system and the computerized
stock management system

- Replacement of the perimeter
and peripheral security systems
at the Headquarters

- Construction of a new confer-
ence hall and extending the din-
ing area

- Archiving reorganization

- Study on and installation of a
computerized system to manage
document workflow and of a com-
puter-assisted translation system

- Ongoing study on social welfare
schemes.

Liaison and Criminal
Intelligence Directorate

Sub-Directorate 1: General
Crime

Disaster Victim Identification

- Publication of the Disaster Vic-
tim Identification Form and Guide
in the established Interpol lan-
guages, and circulation to member
countries

- Creation of DVI response pack-
ages for NCBs

- Closer co-operation with the UN
Department of Humanitarian Af-
fairs with a view to obtaining ex-
pert status on DVI at the UN

- Extension of Interpol’s working
relationship to external bodies like
IATA and ICAOQO.

Motor vehicle crime

- Further development of the mo-
tor vehicle action plan, in partic-
ular in collaboration with
Directorate IV to actively promote
and develop the centralized
database of stolen vehicles using
the ASIF

- Development and completion of
the brochure on motor vehicle reg-
istration documents to encompass
all European countries

- Development of a motor vehicle
trafficking prevention programme,
in collaboration with other orga-
nizations, e.g. HEUNI, following a
study of the countries concerned.

Works of art and cultural
property

- Development of the CD-Rom pro-
ject on stolen works of art and cul-
tural property

- Continuing back record conver-
sion of stolen art notices

- Analysis of trends regarding
stolen art.

Weapons and explosives

- Ongoing efforts to encourage
co-operation and participation
in Interpol weapons/explosives
trafficking programs with partic-
ular focus on the IWETS program

- Production and dissemination
of a Worldwide Situation Report
on Firearms and Explosives

- Ongoing monitoring of the es-
tablishment of new tracing cen-
lres in member countries and
dissemination of updated register

- Organization of, and participa-
tion, in regional working group
meetings and training (Africa,
Caribbean, Eastern Europe)

- Incorporation of the IWETS
database into the ICIS program:
this includes: — Formatting the
IWETS entry form for X.400 trans-
mission — Providing direct, lim-
ited querv access to IWETS
through the NCBs

- Maintaining contact with the
United Nations Crime Prevention
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and Criminal Justice Division with
regard to international firearms
regulation

- Conducting the follow-up stud-
ies as recommended by the United
Nations ad hoc Expert Group as a
result of the UN International
Study on Firearms Regulation.

Offences against minors and traf-
ficking in women

- Promotion of Interpol’s interna-
tional role with the aim of achiev-
ing UN expert status regarding
offences against minors

. Follow-up of the Standing Work-
ing’s Party initiatives in the long
term and also the World Congress
Plan of Action adopted in Stock-
holm in 1997

- Compilation of an international
compendium of legislation on of-
fences against minors in member
countries

- Production of model specialized
training programmes

- Study on the legal aspects of cre-
ating child pornography image
databases

- Monitoring of the implementa-
tion of the two General Assembly
resolutions adopted in 1996 in
Antalya concerning crimes against
children and traffic in child
pornography

- Production of a manual on law
enforcement techniques for the
use of officers in the investigation
and prosecution of traffickers in
women

- Inereasing co-operation with the
appropriate organs of the United
Nz‘alions and the European Union,
with a view to conducting joint
campaigns against trafficking in
women and “forced-labour™ prac-
tices in prostitution.

Organized Crime

: ()Iygtaing work on the following
projects. and on individuals
wanted on an international level
in connection with the projecis:

MACANDRA (Italian organized
crime)

ROCKERS (motor cycle gangs)
OCSA (organized crime in South
America)

EASTWIND (Organized crime
in Asia)

GOWEST (Organized crime in
Eastern Europe)

MARCO POLO (Organized ille-
gal immigration from Asia,
closely connected with EAST-
WIND)

- Creation of a new project on or-
ganized crime in Africa.

Terrorism

- Ongoing development of specific
complementary databases con-
cerning terrorist criminals, infor-
mation and terrorist group
characteristics

- Updating of the lis of terrorists
in general and of terrorists in-
volved in unlawful acts against
aviation.

Sub-Directorate 2: Economic
and Financial Crime

E Branch

- Computer-related crime: Orga-
nization of three European train-
ing courses on computer crime
and two or three project groups

on specific I'T-related subjects, up-
dating the Computer Crime Man-
ual, pursuing the process of
regionalization

- Monitoring of Wesl Alrican fraud
trends

- Introduction of an inlernational
programme on increasing corrup-
lion awareness

- Pavment cards: selting up of an
international pavment card
database as part of the future ICIS,
establishment of an international
central reference point and central
reference library for counterfeit
payment cards

- Environmental crime: Trainine

o
courses on hazardous waste, en-
t.l;mg_:,urml species of fauna and
flora, and trafficking in radioactive
substances.

I' Branch

- Continuing to serve as the cen-
tral information collection point
for currency t:uunluri'niling, in
conformity with the 1929 Genevg
Convention

- Creation of an Interpol official
publication on genuine passports
and its transler to a CD-Rom

- Production of a CD-Rom of Part
I of C & IF Review to facilitate
consultation.

L
1
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FOPAC Branch

- In-depth study of money laun-
dering in Asia

- Compendium on money laun-
dering.

Sub-Directorate 3: Drugs

- Special analysis and monitoring
of all drug trafficking along the
Balkan Route (including Albanian
ethnic criminal groups, former Yu-
goslav drug trafficking networks)

- Feasibility study regarding Turk-
ish drug trafficking organizations
and related issues to assist on-go-
ing European projects

- Study on combining programmes
on statistics and conferences with
the WCO, UN and ICPO-Interpol

- Continuing to update and sup-
plement the documentation on
controlled deliveries and con-
ducting a survey of the possibili-
ties of carrying out controlled
deliveries in European countries,
especially in Eastern and Central
Europe

- Following up the Pompidou
Group's initiatives regarding drug
trafficking by ship

- Continuing to work closely with
the UNDCP, INCB, WCO. EC, EDU
and WHO in training, regional
meetings and co-operation initia-
tives and meetings

- Conducting an international drug
price and purity review In con-
junction with Europol

- Monitoring African heroin and
cocaine trafficking organizations
involved in smuggling drugs via
the postal system.

Sub-Directorate 4: Criminal
Intelligence

Message Research/Response
Branch (MRRB)

- Provision ol prompt. proles-
sional, and accurate computer re-
search and telecommunications

responses to National Central Bu-
reaus (NCBs)

- Encouraging NCBs to make full
use of the services provided by
the MRRB

- Creating cases as appropriate
from criminal information sent to
the General Secretariat by NCBs

- Updating and linking existing
computer cases on the basis of
new information sent to the Gen-
eral Secretariat by NCBs

- Continuing to provide full sup-

port for conversion to the new
ICIS.

ASA Branch

- Training staff on the new com-
puter systems (ICIS, 3-tiered Ar-
chitecture, Automated Office,
etc.).

International Notices Branch

- Provision of guidance to the
NCBs on the notice application
process in order to improve the

quality of applications and no-
tices

- Encouraging NCBs to utilize the

notices system to its full capabil-
ity

- Periodical publication of the
“Wanted by Interpol” bulletin, the
“Missing Children™ poster, and
similar material designed to in-
crease the awareness of Interpol’s
role and efforts in these areas

- Co-operation with the Interna-
tional Criminal Tribunal for for-
mer Yugoslavia in collaboration
with D.IIL

Fingerprints Branch

- Modernization of the Branch:
AFIS Project: continuing provi-
sion of assistance for the acquisi-
tion of an AFIS system in
accordance with the resolution
adopted during the General As-
semblyv of Antalva

- Monitoring the use. by the NCBs,
ol the standard forms for trans-
mitting fingerprints and latent

traces to and from Interpol mem-
ber countries

- Encouraging NCBs to send the
General Secretariat more finger-
print forms to enlarge the
database.

Analytical Criminal Intelligence
Unit (ACIU)

- Further development of ACIU
automated facilities: the archives
(images of all original information
received) are at present stored on
optical disks provided by the
Wang technology (this system
needs to be reviewed: possibility
of link with ICIS).

European Liaison Bureau

- Pursuing the Business Plan 1996-
2000 for Europe

- Updating the Police and Judi-
cial Booklet for Europe

- Further explore, in conjunction
with D.III, the possibilities of ex-
ternal funding for police co-oper-
ation projects in Central and East
European Countries (e.g. “Phare”.
“Tacis™)

- Monitoring developments, es-
tablishing working agreements
and maintaining close association
with the European Union, Eu-
ropol, Schengen and other rele-
vant fora involved with police
co-operation in Europe.

Regional Co-ordination Bureau

- Defining the existing regional el-
ements of the structure for inter-
national police co-operation
(within the context of Interpol)
that might usefully be adopted by
other regions

- Promoting the development of
organized administrative support
for Regional Committees following
the precedent of the Interpol Eu-
ropean Committee

- Researching the demand for the
creation of additional Regional
and Sub-Regional Bureaus and (in
conjunction with the Legal Atfairs
Directorate) developing the frame-
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work for their introduction where
appropriate

- In conjunction with the Infor-
mation Technology Directorate,
providing a liaison facility for the
implementation of the Regional
Modernization Programme out-
side Europe

- Liaising with the Information
Technology Directorate to ensure
that the “police” response to tech-
nical improvements being made at
NCB level is adequate

- Promotion of the expansion and
effective utilization of the Asian
Contact Officers network.

Legal Affairs Directorate

- Ongoing responsibility for the
secretariat of the Supervisory
Board for the Internal Control of
Interpol’s Archives

- Ongoing action to conclude
agreements with other interna-
tional organizations

- Drafting texts in connection with
technological modernization

- Ongoing work to reduce the
number of resolutions that have
been adopted by the General As-
sembly

- Making a computerized remote-
access documentation system
fully operational

- Ongoing work on indexing Gen-
eral Assembly and Execulive
Committee documents.

Information Technology
Directorate

- Ongoing work on information-
technology strategy: t]1rc—.u-1.—lmlr<-ul
client/server architecture project

- Completion of the merging n!‘thu
CIS (Criminal Information Sys-
tem), the ASF (Automated S(—!Hr(ih
Facility) and the EAS (Electronic
Archiving System) to form a sin-
gle Interpol Criminal Information
System (ICIS)

- ASF (Automated Search Facil-
ity): Developments relating (o
stolen or suspect vehicles. boats
and aircraft, to lost or stolen pass-
ports and identity documents. and
to counterfeit credit cards

- Study on implementation of ASF
Option 6

. Establishment of a strategy for
the development of ASI* options
and the use of X.400 protocols for
ASF/ICIS data exchange

- Installation of an Automated IFin-
gerprint Identification System
(AFIS) and its integration into In-
terpol’s information system

- Gradual, modular installation ol
stock-management, accounting,
payroll and finance systems

- Providing advice for NCBs
(PHARE, ASEANAPOL, ALERT,
ROCISS)

- Ongoing study on, and installa-
tion of. an Intrancet/Internet server
to allow for the widest possible
disseminalion ol non-confidential
and non-nominal data

- Ongoing work on development
and use of the InterForm software

- Study on workflow on the
AGORA and ICIS systems

- FFull evaluation ol information
security

- Development of long-term strat-
egyv for information systems

- Ongoing work on the Regional
Modernization projects, particu-
larly for the South Pacific

- Introduction of a svstematic on-
line encryption svstem for all datg
exchanges

- Replacement of the General Sec-
retariat’s X.400 central server

- 'I'u(;]mi(:ni equipment for the new
conference hall

- Continuing provision. on a re.
gional basis. ol technical infor.
mation in connection with the
equipment installed at the Re-
gional Stations.



ICPR 466-467/1997 — 45

ELECTIONS AND SELECTION OF A MEETING PLACE
FOR THE NEXT GENERAL ASSEMBLY SESSION

Elections to the Executive
Committee

- Election of a Vice-President for
the Americas (three-year term of
office): Mr Kelly (United States)
was elected.

- Election of a delegate for Africa:
Mr Nebout (Cote d’Ivoire) was
elected for a three-year term.

- Election of a delegate for the
Americas: Mr Parker (Canada) was
elected for a three-year term.

- Election of a delegate for Europe:
Mr Koweszko (Poland) was
elected for a three-year term.

- Election of delegates for Asia:
Mr Jassim Al-Thawadi (Bahrain)
and Mr Palmer (Australia) were
elected for three-year terms.

Selection of a meeting

place for the 67th General
Assembly session

By acclamation, the General As-
sembly decided to accept Egypt's
offer to host the nex!t session in
Cairo.

Closing ceremony

The President and the Secretary
General both thanked the Indian
authorities for organizing the Gen-
eral Assembly so efficiently. The
66th session ended with the hymn
“Abide with me”, which was a
favourite of Mahatma Ghandi.

Left, from top to bottom: Mr Kelly,
Mr Nebout, MrParker. Right, from
top to bottom: Mr Koweszko, My
Al-Thawadi, Mr Palmer.
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States, Territories and
Observers attending the
66th General Assembly
session

States and Territories

Albania, Algeria, Andorra, Antigua and Barbuda, Argentina, Armenia, Aruba, Australia,
Austria, Azerbaijan, Bahamas, Bahrain, Bangladesh, Be_arbados. _Belarus, Belgium,
Benin, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Botswana, Brazil, Brunei, Bulgarla..Burkina Faso,
Cambodia, Cameroon, Canada, Cape Verde, Central African Republic, Chad, Chile,
China, Colombia, Congo, Cote d’Ivoire, Croatia, Cyprus. Czech Republic, Denmark,
Djibouti, Dominica, Ecuador, Egypt, Estonia, Ethiopia, Fiji, Finland, Former Yugoslav
Republic of Macedonia, France, Gabon, Gambia, Georgia, Germany, Ghana, Gibraltar',
Greece, Guinea, Honduras, Hong Kong', Hungary, Iceland. India, Indonesia, Iran, Iraq,
Ireland, Israel, Italy, Jamaica, Japan, Jordan, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Kyrgyzstan, Korea
(Rep. of), Kuwait, Laos, Latvia, Lebanon, Lesotho, Libya, Liechtenstein, Lithuania,
Luxembourg, Macao*, Madagascar, Malawi, Malaysia, Maldives, Mali, Malta,
Mauritania, Mauritius, Mexico, Moldova, Monaco. Mongolia, Morocco, Mozambique,
Myanmar, Namibia, Nepal, Netherlands, Netherlands Antilles, New Zealand, Niger,
Nigeria, Norway, Oman, Pakistan, Panama, Papua New Guinea, Paraguay, Peru,
Philippines, Poland, Portugal, Puerto Rico’, Qatar, Romania, Russian Federation,
Rwanda, Saint Vincent and the Grenadines, -Saudi Arabia, Senegal, Seychelles,
Singapore, Slovakia, Slovenia, South Africa, Spain, Sri Lanka, Sudan, Swaziland,
Sweden, Switzerland, Syria, Tanzania, Thailand, Togo, Tonga, Trinidad and Tobago,
Tunisia, Turkey, Uganda, Ukraine, United Arab Emirates, I_Jmle_d Kingdom, United
States, Uruguay, Uzbekistan, Vietnam, Yemen, Zaire, Zambia, Zimbabwe.

1. United Kingdom NCB Sub-Bureaus
2. Portuguese NCB Sub-Bureau
3. United States NCB Sub-Bureau

Observers

International Air Transport Association

International Association of Chiefs of Police
International Banking Security Association

United Nations Organization

General Secretariat of the Arab Interior Ministers Council
Furopean Union
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RESOLUTIONS

AGN/66/RES/6 international implications in- AGN/66/RES/7

volving firearms to the Interpol
General Secretariat and other con-

; % Subject: Red notices
cerned member countries, in-

Subject: The manufacture, use
and control of firearms

cluding the electronic message BELIEVING that one of Inter-

AWARE of the harm done to the formats which are compatible pol’s main goals is to combat in-
citizens of member countries by | with the Interpol Weapons and | ternational crime and that
international criminal activities Explosives Tracking System arresting fugitives with a view to
involving the use of illegally ac- (IWETS) and other databases; extraditing them to the country

; : ; where they are wanted for prose-
(4) In conformity with the laws ; 3 ; P
TOCNIY , ssf in their country, all NCBs give in- CUHOI OF 10:garvena Sonienon; CiD
RECOGNIZING that successful Bttt toTiornol sonternian make an essential contribution to
action against such illegal activi- ormation to Inlerpo _(‘-Uﬂ‘Cbmma that goal,
ties depends on close co-opera- the purchase of any firearms and

quired firearms,

tion between member countries., amnmn‘lllon .b}’l§0??]81} non-resi- CONVINCED that if the extra-
law enforcement agencies. all lev- dent private individuals: dition process is to have a suc-

cessful outcome, the fugitives
must be provisionally detained
while the extradition request is
forwarded and studied,

els of government and other in-

R i B (5) That, if not already in place,
ternational organizations. 2

all member countries, especially
those that manufacture firearms.

COGNIZANT of the diverse le- ! _ _
establish firearms tracing systems

gal systems, political structures

and cultural differences of mem- so that they can ""'SPU“d_aCCU‘ BELIEVING that, through its red
ber countries and of the need tore- | rately and promptly to tracingre- | notices, Interpol can play a vital
spect their s[)\r(:r(gig]ﬂ}-’, quests: role l]}’ ia{:ililaling and speecling

: up the pre-extraditi 2e8S
The ICPO-Interpol General As- ASKS member countries to con- P pre-exizatiition process;

sembly, meeting in New Delhi d_”?t campaigns encoliragipg their RECALLING that red nolices are
from 15th to 21s! October 1997 at (:1tf1?iens to use and store firearms documents intended for both the
its 66th Session: salely: police and the judicial authorities

. . and can be considered valid re-
INVITES member countries to ) an be considered valid re

RECOMMENDS: uests for provisi ‘res
o, e 7 SO . 151¢ S1 agl. be-
consider that the criminal misuse q ’ .p ou.al arrest. be
. . . P e L e : cause they are only issued on the
(1) That all firearms manuflac- of firearms as a serious penal of- b et ils b
: e e e hicl Ry »asis of valid national arrest war-
tured in anv country be suffi- fence, tor which appropriate rants
2 X " - 3. . . 8 P
ciently identifiable by permanent penalties should be instituted;

markings which should indicate at
least the manufacturer’s name. the
model name or number. the cali-
bre and the country of origin. and

HAVING TAKEN NOTE OF Re-
port No. 8, submitted by the Gen-
eral Secretariat, on red notices.

ENCOURAGES member coun-
tries to adopt legislation and reg-
ulations relating to the use of

which  should include each firearms by civilians: The 1CPO-Interpol General As-
fircarm’s unique serial number: ABROGATES the followingres- | SeMPLy. meeting in New Delhi
B - . alitiona: from 15th to 21st October 1997 at
(2) That. if not already in place. - AGN/32/RES/1 its 66th session:
each country adopts effective leg- A(:N;:gi—;“{['j:;;')
islation and a reportine svstem Rl il D ASKS the Secretarv General of
Aok ene A IPETENg S - AGN/37/RES/1 Yo RSt

the ICPO-Interpol to advance an
initiative to urge the United Na-
lions to pursue the elaboration of
a Universal Convention on Extra-

enabling it to supervise and con-
trol all transactions relating 1o
fircarms (i.c. imports. exports.
sales, purchases, possession and

AGN/38/RES/8
AGN/41/RES/11
AGN/43/RES/8

lransfers) on ils territory: & ;\(;Nﬁ’*ﬂ”Rl'{Sf:f dition:
) - AGN/51/RES/6
(3) That NCBs use all available - AGN/55/RES/4 AGREES in principle to the anal-
means for communicating infor- - AGN/56/RES/7 vses and considerations contained

mation about illegal activities with AGN/G61/RES/ 15, in Report No. 8. provided that:
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- Brazil's name is removed from
the list of countries which indi-
cated that a red notice has the
value of a provisional arrest:

- in the report and on the form, a
reference is added to the Conven-
tion on legal assistance and legal
relationship in civil, family and
criminal matters, concluded by
the countries of CIS. signed in
Minsk in 1993;

- Section 5 of the report, entitled
“Meetings of the Internal Work-
ing Partv on red notices” is
deleted and replaced by a state-
ment to the effect that responsi-
bility for continuing the work has
been entrusted to the Secretary
General:

- the General Secretariat sends the
NCBs all the information in its
possession on the wanted person:
- the possibility of using Internet
to circulate red notices is ex-
plored:

- all the nationalities of the wanted
person are specified on the form;
- it is stated that Report AGN/66/
RAP. No. 8 may not be distributed
without the present amended res-
olution;

ASKS the General Secretariat to
follow the guidelines contained
in the Report on red notices;

RECOMMENDS that the NCBs
do likewise, in so far as the com-
petent national authorities allow
them to do so.

AGN/66/RES/8

Subject: Interpol standard for ex-
r,h.ang_mg computerized finger-
print images by countries using
AFIS equipment

RECOGNIZING the increasing
nf.zerl for Interpol member coun-
tries to exchange information on
{!ﬂ,‘_’,(fl‘])l‘iniﬁ for crime investiga-
tion purposes,

AWARI:’_rJi' the fact that more
E.Il'ld more fingerprint departments
in member countries are installing
f*_.llmlllml it Fingerprint Identifica-
tion Systems (AFIS).

NOTING the need to define Au-
lomated Fingerprint Identification

Svstems (AFIS) standards for han-
dling fingerprint images,

RECALLING the decision taken
by the 24th European Regional
Conference (1995) to set up an Ex-
pert Working Party on Computer-
ized Fingerprint Image Handling
to explore the feasibility of defin-
ing Automated Fingerprint lden-
tification Svstems (AFIS)
standards for handling fingerprint
images,

MINDFUL of the recommenda-
tions made by the 26th European
Regional Conference (Piedtany.
Slovakia, 1997) with respect to
the Final Report of the Expert
Working Party on Computerized
Fingerprint Image Handling,

HAVING studied Report, No. 11
entitled “Interpol standard for ex-
changing computerized finger-
print images by countries using
AFIS equipment”, submitted by
the General Secretariat,

HAVING TAKEN NOTE of the
recommendations made by the
Expert Working Party on Com-
puterized Fingerprint Image Han-
dling, and in particular the
contents of Appendix 2 of the Fi-
nal Report entitled “ANSI/NIST-
CSL  1-1993 Standard: Data
Format for the interchange of fin-
gerprint image information - In-
terpol implementation™.

CONVINCED of the importance
of using a worldwide Interpol
standard to transmil compulter-
ized fingerprint images from one
AFIS installation to another, in
order to promote international co-
operation,

The ICPO-Interpol General As-
sembly, meeting in New Delhi
from 15th to 21st October 1997 al
ils 66th session,

RECOMMENDS that:

- The ICPO-Interpol standard for
exchanging computerized linger-
print images between countries
using  AFIS/AFR  equipment
should be  based on  the
ANSI/NIST CSIL 1-1993 standard
and anv future development of
that standard:

-*Any future call for tenders for
AFIS/AFR equipment or finger-
print transmission systems should
mention thal an Interpol Standard
exists and that the AFIS/AFR to be
provided should meet that stan-
dard:

- All future AFIS/AFR equipment
should handle images with 500
dots per inch and with a grey scale
ol 256

- The documents for the trans-
mission of fingerprints and latent
prints should be the two forms al-
ready endorsed by the Interpol
General Assembly at its 64th ses-
sion;

- The Interpol X.400 communica-
tion svstem should be used as the
means of transmission between
member countries.

AGN/66/RES/9

Subject: Interpol — A Source of
Criminal Information and Intel-
ligence

NOTING the contents of Report
No. 18 regarding Interpol — A
Source of Criminal Information
and Intelligence.

RECOGNIZING the key role of
information sharing and the de-
velopment ol intelligence in the
process of international law en-
forcement co-operation,

ACKNOWLEDGING the signifi-
cant progress made to this end in
the development and implemen-
tation of computer systems by the
General Secretariat of the ICPO-In-
terpol and in the Organizationis
member countries,

AWARE that the full potential of
these systems and the various spe-
cific crime-related projects which
the General Secretariat is called
upon Lo carry out can only be re-
alised through a consistent and
maintained supply of information
through the National Central Bu-
reaus Lo the General Secretariat,

The 1CPO-Interpol General As-
semblv. meeting in New Delhi
from 151th to 2 1st October 1997 af
its Both session:
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CALLS UPON each member
country to review the role contri-
bution and capability of its NCBs
in:

(a) particular regard to the value
of providing to operational law
enforcement units

(b) information which is timely,
accurate, relevant and complete.

URGES member countries
which have not already done so to
give serious consideration to the
appointment within each National
Central Bureau of an Intelligence
Co-ordinator whose responsibil-
ity it would be:

(a) to create and maintain an
awareness within the National
Central Bureau and the various
operational law enforcement units
in the country concerned of (i) the
capacity of Interpol to provide in-
formation which is relevant to
their needs and (ii) the value of all
member countries plaving lh‘eir
part in providing relevant infor-
mation to feed the databases and

(b) to stimulate and co-ordinate
the flow of information via t!w
NCB to the General Secretariat for
this purpose.

DECIDES that the appointment
of an Intelligence Co-ordinator
within each NCB should become
a Service Standard within the con-
text of the policy guidelines “The
National Central Bureaus of the
ICPO-Interpol: Policy™ adopted
by the 63rd session of the Gen-
eral Assembly (Rome, 1994).

AGN/66/RES/15

Subject: Money laundering: Leg-
islation

RECOGNIZING that Interpol has
assumed a leading role among in-
ternational organizalions in com-
bating the laundering of funds
derived from criminal activities.

ACKNOWLEDGING the value
ol the 1988 United Nations Con-
vention against illicit traffic in

narcotic drugs and psychotropic
substances,

MINDFUL of the existing inter-
national mechanisms dealing with
money laundering,* such as the
said United Nations Convention,
the 1992 OAS Model Regulations
concerning laundering offences
connected to illicit drug traffick-
ing and related offences, the Forty
Recommendations of the Finan-
cial Action Task Force, the Con-
vention on laundering, search,
seizure and confiscation of the
proceeds from crime (Council of
Europe, 1990), and the European
Council Directive on prevention of
the use of the financial system for
the purpose of money laundering
(Council of European Communi-
ties, 1991).

CONVINCED that, in order to
strengthen international co-oper-
ation in the fight against money
laundering, it is necessary for
member countries both to have
legislation that specifically makes
the laundering of illegal proceeds
a criminal act and to develop ef-
fective enforcement strategies.

The ICPO-Interpol General As-
sembly, meeting in New Delhi
from 15th to 21st October 1997 at
its 66th session:

CALLS UPON member coun-
tries which have not yet done so
to ratifv the 1988 United Nations
Convention against illicit traffic
in narcotic drugs and psy-
chotropic substances, and to urge
their governments to implement
the Convention in order to give
their law enforcement institutions
the powers it provides for,

RECOMMENDS that member
countries consider adopting na-
tional laws which would:

(1) PROVIDE for the criminal
prosecution of individuals and le-
gal entities that knowingly par-
ticipate in the laundering ol assets
derived from criminal activities:

(2) ALLOW flor the confiscation
of such assels, and give law en-
forcement olfficials the power to
identifv, trace, and freeze assels

derived from illegal activities in
order to prevent those assets from
being placed bevond the reach of
appropriate authorities;

(3) MAKE provision for the repa-
triation of assets derived from il-
legal activities;

(4) ALLOW for the possibility
of sharing out confiscated illicit
assets among law-enforcement ser-
vices, including the ICPO-Inter-
pol to be used in the fight against
drug trafficking and the preven-
tion of drug abuse;

(5) REQUIRE banks and other
financial institutions to report un-
usual or suspect currency or other
transactions to appropriate offi-
cials who would have authority to
conduct further investigations to
determine if the transactions re-
ported involved funds derived
from illegal activities;

(6) REQUIRE financial institu-
tions to maintain, for at least five
vears after the conclusion of the
transaction, records on both do-
mestic and international transac-
tions so that money laundering
cases can be properly investigated:

(7) FACILITATE international
co-operation by enabling member
countries to respond to each oth-
ers’ requests for such records:

(8) FORBID the acceptance of
anonymous accounts by banks
and financial institutions:

(9) ALLOW for the expeditious
extradition of individuals charged
with money laundering offences:

ABROGATES the following res-
olutions:
- AGN/29/RES/9
- AGN/48/RES/6
- AGN/58/RES/8.

AGN/66/RES/17

Subject: Money laundering: In-
vestigations and international po-
lice co-operation

RECOGNIZING the difficulties
encountered by law enforcement
authorities in their efforts to iden-
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tifv and prosecute all those who
launder assets derived from illegal
activities.

RECOGNIZING the need to con-
fiscate the proceeds of crime,

FURTHER RECOGNIZING that
unexplained wealth is a legitimate
subject of enquiry for law en-
forcement institutions in their ef-
forts to detect criminal activity,

The ICPO-Interpol General As-
semblyv. meeting in New Delhi
from 15th to 21st October 1997 at
its 66th Session:

RECOMMENDS that the mem-
ber countries extend co-operation
in investigations to other mem-
bers, whenever such a request is
made. in respect of money laun-
dering activities. and that the Gen-
eral Secretariat compiles and
distributes information submitted
by the member states on good in-
vestigative practices;

RECOMMENDS that member
countries consider adopting ef-
fective laws, that give law en-
forcement officials the powers
they need to combat money laun-
dering both domestically and in-
ternationally, by taking the
measures listed below:

(1) Simplify procedures for the
production of relevant financial
records, overcome obstacles hin-
dering or delaying the sharing of
financial and criminal informa-
tion by appropriate agencies, and
improve the effectiveness of dis-
closure systems by increasing con-
tacts with financial institutions
in order to facilitate the gathering
of intelligence: N i

(2) Grant law enforcement offi-
cials the authority they need to
investigate such cases, waive bank
secrecy rules when there are rea-
sonable grounds for suspecting
that certain transactions are Con-
nected with criminal activities.
authorize law enforcement de-
partments to use techniques such
as coverl fundercover) investiga-
tions. lechnical surveillance and
controlled deliveries when deal-
ing with cases relating lo assets

known or suspected to be the pro-
ceeds of crime. and provide ade-
quate  resources for law
enforcement departments, in order
to increase the likelihood of a suc-
cessful outcome for investigations:

(3) In the context of criminal
procedure. allow courts lo con-
sider circumstantial or indirect

evidence of the illegal origin of

assets. provide protection or en-
sure anonvmity for witnesses who
give evidence in money laun(.lur—
ing cases, and subject to the fun-
damental principles of each
country’s domestic law, allow the
ap]}rop“rialu authorities to consider
granting immunity from prosecu-
tion, or reducing penalties, or pro-
viding protection. for accomplices
who testify to illegal activities:

(4) Subject to the fundamental
principles of each country’s do-
mestic law, reverse the burden of
proof (use the concept of reverse
onus) in respect of the confisca-
tion of alleged proceeds of crime:

ABROGATES the following res-

olutions:

- AGN/52/RES/2

- AGN/52/RES/3

- AGN/53/RES/10
- AGN/57/RES/8

- AGN/58/RES/4

- AGN/61/RES/9

- AGN/62/RES/7

- AGN/63/RES/11
- AGN/64/RISS/24.

AGN/66/RES/18

Subject: Money laundering:
Statistics

RECOGNIZING that any assess-
ment of the progress achieved in
combating the laundering of funds
derived from crime must be based
on statistical data.

ALSO RECOGNIZING that the
relevant slatistics are not f:tll‘l't!IlH}-’
available,

The ICPO-Interpol General As-
semblv. meeting in New Delhi
[rom 15th to 2151 Octoher 1997 4l
ils 661h Session:

RECOMMENDS that member
countries collect and circulate
such data. particularly through In-
terpol channels:

ALSO RECOMMIEENDS that such
data include. at least:
- the number ol reports on suspi-
cious transacltions received from
financial institutions and the
number ol such reports referred
for further investigation (giving
the outcome ol the case where
known),
- the number ol convictions for
moneyv laundering and related
charges.
- the number ol cases where assets
were seized and/or confiscated
and the value of the assets lor-
feited.

* IFor the purposes of this reso-
lution a concise working defini-
tion of money laundering is: “any
act oratltempl lo  conceal or dis-
guise illegally obtained assets so
that they appear to have originated
from legilimate sources™.
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Conference Sidelights

by Miguel Chamorro

ith the late arrival of our

flight to New Delhi, we

were denied our long-
awaited pleasure of seeing lhle
snow-covered peaks of the Hi-
malayas, the world's highest
mountain range that extends un-
broken for 2,400 km and cuts the
Indian sub-continent off from Cen-
tral Asia.

Our destination was the capital
of the immense country of India,
host to Interpol’s 66th General As-
sembly session, which was to
bring together 538 delegates rep-
|'ns-‘.[‘.l1ling 136 member countries,
7 international organizations and
3 Sub-Bureaus.

It is often said that India is not
a country, but a continent. This
southern Asian republic is the
world’s seventh largest country,
just after Australia in terms ol sur-
face area (3.287.263 sq. km). and
second largest, after China, in
terms ol population (estimated at

over 936 million). The density of

population is much greater than in
regions of comparable size in
Africa or the Americas.

India is truly a kaleidoscope of
customs, languages, religions and
cultures, and a land of contrasts
with its highly differing ethnic
groups. It is easy to distinguish
the southerners, with their dark
complexions, from the people
from the Indus-Ganges Plain, who
are taller and have a lighter com-
plexion, or those from Kashmir,
who have more Asian features.

To understand this mosaic of re-
ligions and cultures. we need to
journey through the different pe-
riods of India’s history, from the
Indus Vallev civilization to inde-
pendence via the Aryan invasions,
the Maurva and Gupta dvnasties,
the Muslim invasions and the
Mogul Empire and. of course.
British colonization.

For the delegates. India was first
and foremost the land of voga,

Hindu mysticism and the spiritual
gurus. As visitors, thev did not
need to read through the countless
texts — written in Sanskrit and a
whole host of dialects — which
the country has offered us over two
thousand years to realize that. in
India. religion permeates every-
thing. Here, the devil is no more
than a god from a lower caste.

Today. Hinduism is the domi-
nant religion (85%). followed by
Islam (11%). Christianity (2%).
Sikhism (2%), Buddhism. Jainism
and Parseeism.

India is a country steeped in tra-
dition where socio-religious struc-
tures have remained virtuallv
intact, despite four thousand vears
of existence and the many inva-
sions and disasters it has endured.

Another feature of the country.
which deserves special mention.
is its linguistic diversity. with each
ol the over 1.600 ethnic groups
having its own language. India’s
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cial lan-
guages are
English and Hindi.

The Executive Committee held
its usual pre-Assembly meeting
on Monday, 13th October, before
the first delegates had even ar-
rived in New Delhi. When the
meeting had finished, the Director
of the Central Bureau of Investi-
gation hosted a dinner for the
committee members in the gar-
dens of his colonial-style resi-
dence, which we entered along a
small gravel path illuminated by
two rows of torches.

Our host was extremely enter-
taining throughout the evening
and took the opportunity to in-
troduce us to his family and his
closest colleagues.

In keeping with tradition, the
ladies were dressed in pretty.
brightly coloured saris which,
originally, would have been signs
of the socio-economic status and
religion of the wearers. Curiosity
got the better of us and we had to
ask about the significance of the
red dot. or bindi, which ladies
paint on their foreheads. In davs
gone by, it was a subtle, feminine
sign that the lady was married,
but today it is just another part of
her makeup.

quees had

been erected under
the dense foliage of hundred-year
old pipal trees, and this was where
the drinks and other refreshments.
and an excellent buffet were
served.

We discovered how very varied
and spicy Indian cooking can l.m
during the few days we spent In
the country.

While strolling in the gardens
enjoying a cool drink, we wenl
over to the Indian chef to see how
he prepared and cooked the roti.
the flat white bread we would be
served with dinner.

During the evening, music was
provided by the police band.
which plaved tunes from different
countries to hearly applause from
the audience. The Latin-Ameri-
can rthythms even had some of the
more daring among us singing
along.

After thanking our hosts for their
excellent hospitality during the
evening. we crunched back along
the gravel path towards the wail-
ing coaches to the strains of the
march from “The Bridge on the
River Kwai™.

The Hawa Mahal (Palace of the
Winds) in Jaipur

On the Tuesday evening, we
found ourselves in the
Napoleon Room of the Meri-
dien Hotel where represen-
tatives of Thomas Cook,
the company responsible
for part of the General As-
semblyv logislics, were giv-
ing a cocktail party. The
icy blast from the air-con-
ditioning system in the
room was in stark contrast
to the outside temperature,
and gave rise to a good deal of
conversation about the Indian
climate.

India is such a vast country that
the climate in the north is radi-
callv different from that of the
south. Generally, the country has
a tropical climate (very hot on the
plains. where lemperatures can
exceed 50°C in some central
parts). with milder temperatures
in the mountainous arcas and dis-
linct seasons — humid in sum-
mer and dryv in winter. This
influenced our Indian colleagues’
choice of October for the General
Assembly session in New Delhi, as
the weather at that time of vear is
milder.

The aim of this cocktail party
was Lo allow the two teams which
would be working side-by-side
throughout the session — the In-
dian organizing committee and
the General Secretarial team — to
get to know cach other better: an
aim which this informal gathering
certainly helped to achieve.

The opening ceremony was on
Wednesdav, which promised to
he a very busy dav, so we left our
hotels in good time to be able to
keep to the timetable set by the In-
dian authoritics,

The first dav of the Assembly
session was made all the more
special by the presence at the
opening ol the coremony of the
Indian Prime Nlinister, various
Ministers and high-ranking offi-
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cials, and their spouses and other
guesls.

The Conlerence Hall was deco-
rated with an abundance of natu-
ral flowers, and the acoustics and
light lent an atmosphere of rare
splendour to the ceremony. which
reached its high point when, after
the usual speeches, the Prime
Minister lit the incense burners
on either side of the official ros-
trum and clouds of fragrant in-
cense filled the hall.

The opening ceremony was fol-
lowed by a press conference, and
then by the plenary sessions
which finished late in the after-
noon, when we returned to our
hotels.

We had an important appoint-
ment in the early evening: an of-
ficial dinner hosted by the
Vice-Governor of Delhi at the Qutb
Minar tourist complex.

Flanking the entrance and all
along the pdthqua leading to the
L‘b[]lcll]d(l(_,, where dinner was
served, camels superbly harnessed
for the occasion and elephants
with their foreheads, trunks and
ears decorated with brightly-
coloured floral motifs stood
watching the guests.

Inside the complex — a mag-
nificent example of Afghan ar-
chitecture — over 600 guests took
their seats al tables laid out over
the uneven lawn. The meal, pre-
pared for us under the marquees
which had been erected all
around, gave us the opportunity to
taste the most delicious and most
typical dishes of the different re-
gions of the country.

The speech by the President of
Interpol was followed by one
given by the Vice-Governor, Mr
Shri Tejendra Khanna, who wel-
comed us to Delhi and gave us an
introduction to the more note-
worthy aspects of Hindu philoso-
phy. He illustrated his talks with
specific examples ol social and
religious tolerance, and urged us
to take advantage of our stay in In-
dia to immerse ourselves more

deeply in the life and culture of
the country.

His speech over, the Vice-Gov-
ernor withdrew, his fading sil-
houette replaced in a flood of light
by a troupe of folk dancers ac-
companied by music, the sounds
and strains of which were totally
new to our ears. The police band
struck up during the intervals and
was justly rewarded with hearty
applause at the end of the evening.

At the end of each day’s morn-
ing session, the delegates were
joined by their spouses and other
guests at the conference centre for
lunch, providing a pleasant mo-
ment for them to relax and so-
cialize. Those who had spent their
morning visiting cultural sites or
shopping described what they had
seen and learned of Indian cul-
ture, or showed off what they had
bought, from expensive, beauti-
ful silk carpets, to simple scarves,
marble or wooden elephants or
bronze statuettes, all excellent ex-
amples of India’s rich craftsman-
ship.

On the Friday evening, the
United States Delegation offered a
cocktail party at its traditional
“hospitality suite”. The reception
provided the occasion for those
aspiring to a post on the Executive
Committee — or even the post of
Secretary General — to begin

=
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The temple of Adinath in Ranakpur

“campaigning”, since the Execu-
tive Committee had officially an-
nounced during the day’s session
that it would becm preparations
for Mr Kendall's succession. as he
would be leaving the Organiza-

tion in 2000, as provided for in the
Constitution.

There was a very early start to
Saturday since the coaches tak-
ing us on the much-awaited trip to
Agra would have to leave the ho-
tels before 6.30 a.m. Still sleepy,
we took our places near the win-
dows, determined to miss nothing
of the passing countryside.

As on previous days. the
weather was summery and there
was definitely a holiday atmo-
sphere. \\’(‘dlmg comfortable
clothes and carrying a good sup-
ply of sandwiches and cold
drinks, we set out on what would
be a long journey, lasting three
hours each way.

Scarcelv had we left the hotel.
and still within the city limits.
than we witnessed a group of peo-
ple performing lhou morning
ablutions in a l(ll\i‘ in an enormous

park, thus purifving body and
soul,
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On the way, we flicked through
a guidebook to find out more
about the places and monuments
we hoped to visit. The book was
abundantly illustrated with su-
perb colour photographs and filled
us with the urge to visit cities such
as Jaipur, the “pink city”, and its
most emblematic landmark, the
five-storey Hawa Mahal (Palace
of the Winds), with its stunning
pink stone facade and balconies
with windows covered by blinds,
a silent witness to lives and loves
of days gone by.

The next photograph was of the
roval family’s summer residence,
the Jal Mahal, set in the calm
waters of a lake and reflecting
peace and serenity.

We learned from
reading a few pages
about Indian archi-
tecture, sculpture
and art that each re-
ligion had its influ-

ence: under
Hinduism, for ex-
ample, sculpture

became an integral
part of architecture.

Unfortunately, we
would not have time to
see the temples of the
Chandela dynasty in Khaju-
raho, one of the country’s main
tourist attractions. Visitors come
from all corners of the globe to
see the friezes depicting hunting
scenes, festivals and dance, as
well as the carvings which are so
remarkably expressive in terms of
sensuality and eroticism they look
as if they have been taken straight
from the Kama Sutra.

We did manage, however, to
catch a glimpse of the most glori-
ous monuments of Indian history
and discover temples which can
have no equal,

Agra

Over 200 km south of Delhi on
the banks of the River Yamuna,
Agra was the capital of Mogul In-
diain the 16th and 17th centuries,

%

bazaar in the red fort of Agra.
When he saw the ravishing Arju-
mand Bano Begum it was love at
first sight. Five vears later, she be-
came his wile and took the name
Mumltaz Mahal. A faithful wife
and an inseparable companion
whom he adored. she even fol-
lowed him on his military cam-
paigns. But their happiness only
lasted nineteen vears as, three
vears after her husband acceded to
the throne under the now famousg
name of Emperor Shah Jahan, the
Empress died giving birth
to their fourteenth

child.

and today has a population of over
one million. The city may have
lost some of its former splendour.
but travellers can still admire most
of the major monuments of the
time. However, beautiful detail
outshines the overall size. and
people come mainly to see the red
fort, the mosque of Jama Masjid
and the Taj Mahal, without real-
izing they are in the city which
will forever be associated with the
name of the man who ordered
these treasures to be built: the Em-
peror Shah Ja-

han.
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The

Emperor
Taj vowed to builq
Mahal The Taj Mahal a monument dedicateq

to the memory of his beloveq
wife which would astoung
the world.

built in the
17th century

We were aching to
finally accomplish the
main purpose of our visit to Agra:
to see the Taj Mahal mausoleum,
which the Indian poet Tagore de-
scribed as a “tear on the face of
eternity”.

Building began in 1631, the
vear Mumtaz Mahal died. angd
lasted 22 yvears. The Emperor de-
manded perfection, and chose lhp
[ranian Isa Khan as the chief ap.
chitect. He brought in the most
believing in matters of love and ro- renowned architects. decorators,
manticism could not deny the i'fW””"m and stonemasons from
evidence before them: the Taj Ma- France and Italy. Over 20.000
hal is a veritable monument to people from India and elsewhere
Love. worked on the building which
stands on the Yamuna River on
the outskirts ol Agra. Rising
above its base of red sandstone
and white Makrana marble. even

Even the most sceptical and dis-

It all began four hundred vears
ago when the voung Prince Khur-
ram was walking around the roval

Photo: Vironique Castan
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on the grevest days, it gives off an
extraordinary light.

To add to its magnificence, the
Emperor ordered the use of crys-
tal and jade from China, diamonds
from Golconda, turquoise from Ti-
bet, and gold and precious stones
from the royal treasure. Inside the
Taj, beneath the central dome, are
the cenotaphs of the Emperor and
Empress, both in white marble
with precious stones inlaid in a
floral design and with fine callig-
raphy engravings. :

Outside stand four stylized
minarets, seemingly watching
over their emperors for all time.
The ensemble is surrounded by
magnificent Mogul gardens with
paths and watercourses in which
the main building is reflected. The
majesty of the architectural work
and the exquisite refinement of
the execution combine to give the
Taj Mahal a unique beauty, all of:
which contributes to a feeling of
peace and tranquillity which per-
meales this immaculate structure,
considered to be one of the won-
ders of the world.

According to legend, a second
monument — identical to the Taj
Mahal but in black marble — was
to have been built on the opposite
bank of the river to house the Em-
peror’s tomb, but the Emperor was
deposed by his son Aurangzeb be-
fore the project could be imple-
mented. Shah Jahan spent the rest
of his days imprisoned in the fort
of Agra a few kilometres away.
from where he could see his
beloved's tomb on the bank of the
Yamuna.

Delhi

By 9 o'clock on Sunday morn-
ing, we were already settled in the
coach which would take us on a
tour of Delhi's main tourist at-
tractions. Our guide, an erudite
young man, gave us some infor-
mation which he felt we ought to
know belore we began our trip.
so thal we could appreciate our
visil around the city more. Delhi
was lormerly the capital for sev-

eral kings and emperors and today
with its 8.5 million inhabitants, is
the capital of modern India, its
seat of government, and has the
status of an autonomous territory.

It is only the country’s third-
largest city however, behind Bom-
bay (12,571,330 inhabitants) and
Calcutta (10,916,000 inhabitants),
but is amazingly cosmopolitan, a
blend of ancient and modern, east-
ern and western. It is thought that
modern-day Delhi was built on
the foundations of eight primitive
cities, the oldest of them being In-
draprastha, which was founded
over 3,000 vears ago.

Today, two very distinct parts
of the city coexist, Old and New
Delhi, and the contrast between
the two is striking.

The old city is surrounded by
walls and was the capital of the
Muslim Empire of the 17th and
18th centuries, which explains
why most of the Muslim archi-
tecture and large mosques are to
be found in this area. It is a must
for the photographer, with its nar-
row, crowded, noisy streets and
the sacred cows roaming freely
around and hogging the pave-
ments.

A street in Jodhpur

New Delhi is resolutely mod-
ern, well planned and intersected
by wide avenues which clearly
mark out the commercial, resi-
dential and administrative dis-
tricts.

Our tour began with a visit to the
most representative area of New
Delhi, where the government
buildings are to be found. We got
off the coaches in a huge square
outside the circular bicameral par-
liament building (Sansad Bhavan)
which offers visitors a beautiful
panoramic view of all the public
buildings. Well spaced out, along
wide, well-maintained avenues,
they add to the atmosphere of
calm and serenity.

Next stop was the National Mu-
seum, with its rich collections
from the Maurvan period (2nd and
3rd centuries BC) in terracotta,
wood and bronze. and ancient
manuscripts, miniatures. frescos
and other ancient artefacts.

Before leaving the Vijay Chowk
hill, on which the official build-
ings stand, we admired the view
down the main avenue to the 43-
metre-high arch called India Gate,
which commemorates the great
sacrifice made by the country dur-

Phota: Muriel Millet




56 —ICPR 466-467/1997

RS TEseeeeesee pe e e s e e i e T T T

Photo: Véronique Castan

ing the First World War, during
which over 70,000 soldiers died.

On our way to Old Delhi, we
crossed Connaught Place, a vast
square formed by three concen-
tric circles crossed by eight streets
called Radial Roads 1-8, each
lined with white buildings hous-
ing travel agencies, hotels and
shops, where everything can be
found from everyday souvenirs to
palm readers who can tell you
yvour future.

We stopped by the banks of the
Yamuna River to visit some mon-
uments to the glory of a number of
national heroes. The one to Ma-
hatma Gandhi conjured up im-
ages of the not-so-distant past and
Indian independence.

After crossing what remained of
the ancient city of Ferozabad, the
fifth of the eight cities on whose
ruins Delhi was built, we came to
Humayun’s Tomb, the most beau-
tiful example of Mogul funerary
architecture in Delhi: built in the
16th century on the orders of Haji
Begum for her husband, its ele-
gant form is a precursor to that of
the magnificent Taj Mahal in Agra.
This graceful tomb, surrounded

by a large garden with ornamen-
tal lakes, canals and flowerbeds. is
a perfect example of traditional
Persian and Indian architecture.
Although less imposing than the
Taj Mabhal, it is nevertheless re-
markable.

Finally, we came to the awe-in-
spiring Qutb Minar minaret, pos-
sibly the city’s most representative
monument, situated just a few
kilometres south of Delhi on the
site of the first city of In-
drapradastha. The Qutb Minar
was built to commemorate the
Muslim victory over the armies
of the last Hindu sovereign in
1193. It is an admirable example
of Afghan architecture, measur-
ing 72 metres high and 15 metres
across the base, and has five floors
each with a balcony, built over
time by five different emperors.
In 1803, an earthquake destroyed
part of the tower, which was re-
built in 1829.

Chandni Chowk

This is the most congested and
most famous shopping street in
Old Delhi. It is teaming with life
dav and night and offers the visi-

The Baha'i House of Worship
shaped like a lotus flower

tor an amazing visual spectacle as
well as a huge variety of things to
buy. such as carpets, jewellery, ar-
ticles in leather, wood and silk,
and all at verv reasonable prices.

The Red Fort

In April 1639, the Mogul Em-
peror Shah Jahan started the con-
struction of Shahjahanabad — the
seventh city to be built on the site
of present-day Delhi — which re-
flects the full grandeur of the Em-
pire al the time.

The Lal Qila (Red Fort), built in
1640, is an enormous Mogul-style
fort which owes its name to the
colour of the sandstone used for
its construction. Shah Jahan had
it built as a fort and citadel-palace.
Standing between the city and the
River Yamuna, Delhi's Red Fort is
a copy of the one in Agra, in
which the Emperor ended his days
after having been dethroned by
his son. )

The Red Fort encloses several
marble palaces, one of which, the
Diwan-l-Khas (the Hall of Private
Audiences), contained the famous
“Peacock Throne”™., until Shah
Nadir pillaged the place in 1793
and took it to Iran. The solid gold
throne has figures ol peacocks
standing behind it, which were
richly inlaid with precious stones
of different colours. including a
magnificent parrot carved out ofa
single emerald. The only thing
that now remains of all the Hall's
freasures is the white marble
pedestal on which the missing
throne used to stand. However, as
a sign ol how magical the place
must have been, it is still possible
lo read the Persian couplet in-



scribed on the walls: “If there is a
paradise on earth, it is this, it is
this, it is this”.

Despite being stripped .of’its
treasures, the Red Fort is still im-
pressive for the luxury of its rooms
and the beauty of its decorations,
which give a clue as to the spl_e.w
dour of the time. Each evening
there is a sound and light show in
the gardens of the citadel relating
evenls of India’s history.

We left the fort through these
gardens to go to see the last major
work of Shah Jahan: the Jama
Masjid.

Jama Masjid

This is the largest mosque in the
old city, and probably in the
whole of India. Construction be-
gan in 1644 and was completed in
1658. It has three main galeways,
a tower al each angle. and two
minarets standing 40 metres high
and built of alternating red sand-
stone and white marble. The

Left: Ritual ancestral dances
performed by a troupe from the
national police, during the
reception hosted by the Director of
the Central Bureau of
Investigation.

Right: A ritual dance performed at
the reception hosted by the Vice-
Governor of Delhi.

mosque’s vast courtyard can hold
25,000 people.

Before returning to the hotels,
we made one final detour. The last
but by no means the least inter-
esting, this visit would be differ-
ent from any we had made so far.

Baha’i House of Worship

Just after we had passed the Jan-
tar Mantar observatory, an im-
pressive group of red buildings
arranged around an immense sun-
dial. illustrating the importance
of astronomy in 18th-century In-
dia, we spotted in the distance
what looked rather like a white
golf ball on a vast green.

Bul as the coach drew nearer.
the blurred white shape gradually
toak on the form of a delicate lo-
tus flower with its lower petals
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open, its middle petals half-open
and its upper petals modestly
folded in, as if wishing to protect
the spirit which lives inside. or to
allow only what is spiritual to en-
ter from this world.

This immaculate structure
stands in the middle of a vast ex-
panse of gardens and ornamental
lakes, intersected by paths which
all converge on it. Known as the
House of Worship, it welcomes
men and women of all faiths. and
its grandeur and the purity of its
form inspire meditation and
prayer. This restful visit con-
cluded our day out and we re-
turned to our hotels tired. but
extremely satisfied.

In the evening. the Director of
the Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion invited the delegates to a
highly colourful show of national
music and dancing in the rooms of
the luxurious Ashok Hotel.

This was followed by a superb
buffet served by the poolside in
the hotel gardens. Before retiring
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to our hotels at the end of the
evening, we took a moment to
have our photographs taken next
to the elephants, the most intrepid
even sitting on their backs.

We tackled Tuesday with re-
newed vigour, which we would
certainly need given the hard day
ahead. In fact, we hardly had
enough time to complete the day’s
programme of work.

We need not have worried about
lack of time, however, because the
General Assembly closing cere-
mony began by mid-morning, as
planned, attended by officials and
media of the host country.

On the final evening. the Direc-
tor of the Central Bureau of In-

oY 2¥HAT MOTHER TERESA

vestigation hosted a dinner which
enabled the delegates, who would
be together for the last time, to
bid each other farewell. The
evening was enlivened by a dance
troupe from the national police
who entertained us with a selec-
tion of ritual ancestral dances
which in days gone by were per-
formed for the gods of health and
rain.

Now that the official ceremonies
were over and we were completely
relaxed, enjoying a show put on by
police officers for police officers,
we had a final thought for Mother
Teresa, with whose blessing we
left Delhi for home, in the hope of
seeing each other again next year

in Cairo.
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