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The 44th session of the I.C.P.O.-
Interpol General Assembly was
held in Buenos Aires from 9th to
15th October 1975, at the invita-
tion of the Argentine government.

The conference met at the San
Martin Cultural Centre, a fine
modern building in the city centre,
housing Buenos Aires’ main confe-
rence complex.

Addressing  the  high-ranking
Argentine officials and the delegates
attending the Assembly, Mr. Angel
Federico ROBLEDO, Minister of the
Interior of the Argentine Republic,
welcomed the participants and
made the following speech:

Mr. President, Your Excellencies,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is with great pleasure that, on
behalf of the Argentine govern-
ment, | welcome the delegates to
this Interpol General Assembly and

convey to them my warmest greet-
ings.

Argentina and the Argentine
people have a very high opinion
of the police as custodians of law
and order which, we believe, is a
necessary requisite for progress.
We understand that the human
personality cannot develop fully
and a society cannot evolve and
progress towards its major spiritu-
al and material goals without a
stable set of rules designed to
safeguard individual rights and to
condition everybody's activities
within the higher framework of
the law and respect for legality.

In modern society the task of the
police, and of criminal investigation
departments in particular, is precis-
ely to ensure that the law is
obeyed, that the legislation embody-
ing peoples’ rights is enforced
and that these ideals can be puf
into practice in everyday life. It is

Mr. Angel Federico ROBLEDO, Minister of the Interfor of the Argentine Republic, making his inaugural speech
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a noble task. But life in a dynamic
society, in which technological
progress makes the world smaller
and brings people closer together,
makes it essential that the fight
against crime and crime prevention
and punishment be carried out in
close co-operation, which can
disregard political frontiers to a
certain extent. In our modern
changing society, the concept of
sovereignty is also changing.
Although we may not wish to go
as far as to set up supranational
institutions, we can only achieve
our common objectives, by maintain-
ing close co-operation not only
between nations but also between
the different national organisations
and agencies assigned specific
duties of the highest importance.
The police is one such institution
and naturally it needs the co-
operation of its counterparts in
the rest of the world with all of

which we  maintain  friendly
relations. Hence the well-deserved
importance and fame of the

organisation known throughout the
world as INTERPOL.

Co-operation, and the exchange
of technical knowledge and inform-
ation, undoubtedly help to protect
people and society more efficient-
ly; they also help to prevent crime
more effectively, and to solve
crime cases more easily, thus
enabling national institutions to
bring more offenders to justice.

Since | am addressing police
de_legates, I should like to take
th‘lS opportunity to praise and pay
tribute to the profession for its
special importance in today's world.
Police officers may be required to
make every possible sacrifice, even
thqt of their own life; no effort or
fatigue is spared them; they are
familiar with all the different sorts
of setbacks, including discourage-
ment. But they also earn the
gratitude of honest people and,
above all, they have the immense
satisfaction of knowing that they
have done their duty and that they
are contributing to the prestige of

their institution, whatever their
rank.

I am proud that the 44th Interpol
General Assembly is meeting in
my country and in the city of
Buenos Aires; | regard it as an
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honour for our people and above
all as an expression of confidence
and trust in our ability to attain
the great humanitarian ideals that
we are all struggling for and,
hoping to translate into reality by
our daily efforts.

| am sure that the news and
reports of this Interpol assembly
will be highly beneficial for the
whole of Argentine society. It is
for this reason that | wish your
Organisation every success in the
hope that the discussions will
give rise to an extensive exchange
of information and to closer
personal acquaintance with each
other so that the ties of friendship
will be strengthened with resulting
benefits for our common cause.
Above all, | wish Interpol true
recognition of the self-sacrificing
work it accomplishes, and every
success in the attainment of its
unselfish goals. Lastly, | hope that
the delegates of the Argentine
Federal Police, who are your hosts,
will treat you with the kindness
and hospitality which are charact-
eristic of the Argentine people so
that when you return home you
will all feel that you have been
visiting a sister country.

aw R

in reply to Mr. Angel Federico
ROBLEDO, Interpol President Wil-
liam L. HIGGITT, delivered the
following address:

My first words, as President of
this great International Criminal
Police Organisation—lnterpol. must
be words of thanks to the govern-
ment of Argentina for inviting us
to hold our 44th General Assembly
in this beautiful country and in this
magnificent city of Buenos Aires.

Interpol is not a stranger in
South America. We have the most
pleasant memories of our General
Assembly sessions in Caracas in
1964 and in Rio de Janeiro in 1965.
However, this is the first time we
have been privileged to meet in
Buenos Aires. We are truly pleased
to be here and our short stay with
you will enable us to get to know
this great continent better. We have

already been struck by the beauty
of your capital city and by the
warmth of the hospitality that has
ben spontaneously shown to us.

We are especially pleased that
our session here will give us an
opportunity to become better
acquainted with one of the oldest
State Police forces. The Argentine
Federal Police has already
distinguished itself by having given
more than 150 years of dedication
and service to the people of this
country. Such a record speaks
eloquently of the solidity of its
founding principles and of a tradi-
tion of service that must be a
source of pride for all its members
and an object of envy for the
many who have not yet equalled
its record.

in addition to its many other law
enforcement responsibilities, since
1947 the Argentine Federal Police
has borne the responsbility of
being the Interpol National Central
Bureau in this country. From that
time onward they have maintained
an active and efficient National
Central Bureau that has served as
a model for other National Central
Bureaus to copy and follow.

In addition, they have served
Interpol and the police forces in
neighbouring countries by accept-
ing responsibility for operating a
regional station on our worldwide
Interpol telecommunications net-
work. The usefulness and importan-
ce of this regional station has
become increasingly evident with
each passing year.

As if this was not enough, let
me add that this same famous
Police Force has extended its
mission on behalf of Interpol, to
include the offering of generous
technical assistance, to the Police
Forces of several other countries.
This gesture has been very much
appreciated.

On behalf of Interpol 1 want to
acknowledge this record of service,
efficiency and co-operation. We are
deeply grateful for it and | thank
the Government of Argentina and
the Argentine Federal Police for
their dedication to the cause of
true international police co-opera-
tion.



If it is true that an organization
must progress or regress then | am
pleased to affirm that Interpol is
continuing to grow and to flourish.
Our membership representing 120
sovereign countries places us
amongst the largest international
organizations. | believe our record
of accomplishments places us
amongst the best as well. Later
today we will be dealing with two
more applications for membership,
S0 you see we are progressing
surely and steadily.

This growth is not automatic.
Rather it is the inevitable result
of our good works becoming known
to others who are interested in
true international co-operation in
the meeting of law enforcement
Problems. It is the result too, of
our dedication to the encourage-
ment of the highest possible
standards of law enforcement
efficiency throughout the world,
and especially within the bound-
aries of our own member countries.
It is also the result of the
Wllllrjgness of our own members
to give help and support to each
other in the meeting of our special
law enforcement problems. Every
Co-operative step we take draws
us closer together, gives us a

better understanding of the
problems of others and streng-
thens us as an International
Organization. Because we are
dedicated to the highest principles
of law enforcement and to mutual
help and co-operation | believe we
are justified in continuing to face
the future with confidence that
Interpol will continue to grow and
to flourish to the good of all —
especially to the good of the
citizens of the countries we each
are pledged to serve.

Deplorable as it is, we must
with realism face the fact that
increasingly violent criminal beha-
viour is today widespread through-
out the world, no country has a
monopoly on it and none’ is
immune ; so it is that police and
law enforcement agencies are
being required to face the most
serious and distressing situations.
They are being regularly required
to withstand serious criminal
attacks and absorb unreasonable
abuse. All of us regret this and
look forward to better and more
settled days. However, it is during
times of testing such as this that
Police Forces have the greatest
opportunity for bringing creglit upon
themselves and or earning the

respect and gratitude of the
citizens they serve. It is while
under stress that the necessity for

self discipline and exemplary
conduct is the greatest. As a
professsion and as individual

policemen or policewomen it is in
times of greatest difficulty that we
must be doubly careful not to
allow ourselves to react unreason-
ably to provocation. We must not
be led into a policy of countering
violence with violence. We must,
above all, remain calm under pres-
sure and be guided by the highest
ethics of our profession. We must
live within the terms of the laws
we are pledged to enforce. We
must be firm but not officious; we
must be resolute but not inflexible;
we must be fair and not vindictive.

If we can meet these standards
not only will we win the respect
of our friends but we will earn
the respect of our adversaries as
well. Tensions will reduce and,
hopefully, a degree of quietness
will return to our streets and
homes.

As always, our General Assembly
faces a heavy agenda and we must
bring our minds to bear upon
serious law enforcement matters.

Mr. William L. HIGGITT, President of the |.C.P.O.-Interpol, at the opening ceremony
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Among our considerations will be
international policing problems as
they relate to illicit drug trafficking
— a tragically dangerous enterprise
that we are pledged to curb or
eradicate wherever this is possible;
counterfeiting and its close ally,
international fraud; and the recove-
ry of stolen property taken illegal-
ly across national boundaries, so
that it may be restored to its
rightful owner.

These are just examples, there
are many others. While we will be
talking of the practical aspects of
each, our real success will depend
upon the distance we are able or
willing to go towards furthering the
genuine international co-operation
that has been growing, as we have
been growing over the past fifty-
two years, as an International
Criminal Police Organization.

This General Assembly, in these
magnificent surroundings, presents
us with another excellent opportun-
ity for building still further upon
our already sound foundations. One
of our most important considera-
tions will surround the possibility
of the preparation and the signing
of bilateral police co-operation
agreements. It is our hope that by
agreement between countries, it
may be possible to eventually
reduce some of the legal obstacles
that now stand in the way of true
international police co-operation.
Obstacles which, amongst other
things for example, result in an
inordinate disparity between the
freedom of movement of criminals
and the restricted movement of
law enforcement officers charged
with the suppression of serious
criminal behaviour. It is our hope
too that some of the legal or
judicial shackles that now tip the
scales so far in favour of the
criminal will be evened somewhat
in the direction of efficient inter-
national police action.

We do not minimize the difficul-
ties that face us in this matter
because we recognise the delicacy
of the almost sacred rights of
sovereignty that are involved.
Neither do we believe that our
next few days of discussion will
bring the adjustments to age-old
traditions that we hope for in the
future; but, working earnestly
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Centre:

Mr. Angel Federico
ROBLEDO, Minister of
the Interior of the
Argentine Republic; on
his right, Mr. PINTO,
Head of the Argentine
Federal Police.

together, perhaps we will be able
to sow the first seeds of serious
thought on this problem — seeds
that may take root and grow to
fruition in seasons yet to come,
tended perhaps by our successors.

Thus our history might record
Buenos Aires as the site of one
of our most noteworthy General
Assemblies; let us make certain
that if this be so each one of us
here today will be proud of what
is written.

We must now turn to our tasks,
knowing that what we do here
today will affect those who will
follow in a future we cannot see.
| know that our work will be made
less difficult by the wonderful
facilities that have been placed at
our disposal. | know too that the
friendliness of our hosts will
encourage us to do our hest.

On behalf of Interpol | repeat
my thanks to the authorities of

Argentina for inviting us to meet
in Buenos Aires, this beautiful e}nd
world-famous South American city.

PR

President HIGGITT then thanked
the guests at the opening ceremony
and declared the 44th session of
the 1.C.P.O-Interpol General As-
sembly open.

Before going ahead with proceed-
ings, the President asked the
Assembly to pay tribute to two
Interpol personalities who had died
recently: Sir Richard JACKSON,
former Interpol president from 1960
to 1963, and Mr. Jean BENOIT, a
member of the Executive Commit-
tee, whose obituary was published
in the October issue of the Interpol
Review.

Delegates stood and observed
a minute's silence in their memory.



APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERSHIP

Applications had been made by
Somalia and the Kingdom of Swazi-
land and the Assembly was asked
to vote on these applications.

The SWAZILAND delegate hoped
that his country would benefit
from the experience of Interpol
members and said that his
government promised to co-operate
efficiently with them within the

Interpol framework for combating
international crime.

The membership of Somalia
which already maintained close
relations with Ethiopia would be
of great benefit to the latter and
to the international community as
a whole.

A secret ballot was held and
both countries’ applications were
accepted. The voting was as fol-
lows:

— SOMALIA: 80 votes in favour,

one against and three absten-
tions.

— SWAZILAND: 83 votes in favour
and one abstention.

The President declared that
those countries were now members
of the Organization and asked their
delegations to take their seats in
the Assembly.

Mr. Julien DE GRYSE (Belgium)
newly elected Vice-President of the |.C.P.O.-INTERPOL

Mr. Tahar BERREDJEB (Tunisia)
newly elected Vice-President of the 1.C.P.O.-INTERPOL
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Mr. Carl G. PERSSON (Sweden), Mr. Idrissa BOUBE (Niger),
newly elected to the Executive Committee newly elected to the Executive Committee

Mr. Horacio Alberto ROJAS (Argentina), Mr. Werner HEINL (Federal Germany),
new!y elected to the Executive Committee newly elected to the Executive Committee
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The Secretary General read out
a report describing the main
activities of the Organization and
the General Secretariat for the
period from September 1974 to
October 1975. The main points are
summarized below.

® Relations with countries

The Assembly’'s decision brought
the number of Interpol-affiliated

countries to 122.

An Interpol ‘Caribbean Conferen-
ce was held in Kingston (Jamaica)
in March 1975 with representatives
from 17 countries and a large
number of territories. The Third
Asian Regional Conference was
held in Manila (Philippines) in Apnl
1975 and the 5th American Regional
Conference was held in Buenos
Aires in October 1975.

® International criminal cases

The fight against international
crime is the Organisation’s raison
d'étre and the permanent concern
of the National Central Bureaus
and the General Secretariat.

By 1st August 1975, 38 Natiopal
Central Bureaus had supplied
statistics on their activities during
1974. These were:

— Arrests at the request

of other countries .... 965
— Arrests obtained

through foreign NCBs 933
e e othor NCBS .. 143961
— ltems of information

received from other 108.332

NCBS ....covvvnennnnn

The General Secretariat's activi-
ties can be summed up as follows:
it dealt with a total of 24,398 cases
(violence against persons: 314;
theft: 2,479; offences involving
motor vehicles: 426; fraud: 2,357;
counterfeits and forgeries: 4,643;
drugs: 12,894: exploitation of
prostitution and morals offences:
578; searches for missing persons:
348: unlawful interference with
civil aviation: 36; miscellaneous:

426 international notices
issued about persons and
130 notices were issued about
valuable stolen property; 630
individuals were arrested in con-
nection with cases being examined
at the General Secretariat; 191
persons were identified by the
General Secretariat and 10,071
items of information were supplied
to NCBs.

323).
were

Circulation figures for the
Review “Counterfeits and Forge-
ries” continued to rise: at {1st
January 1975, there were 8,000
subscribers, not including the
3,259 subscribers to the German
regional edition. Between 1st June
1974 and 1st June 1975, 118 new
types of counterfeits, 209 new
genuine notes and coins and 6
genuine travellers cheques were
described in the Review. The
specialists at the General Secre-
tariat analysed 214 suspect bank
notes and drew up cards with the
specifications of 148 genuine notes
for comparison purposes. A report
on currency counterfeiting during
1974 was compiled.

® Dangerous drugs

The Drugs Sub-Division, which
had been set up in June 1974,
organised its structure and working
methods during the course of the
year. The ultimate aim is to make
this Sub-Division a real inter-
national intelligence centre on
illicit drug traffic.

Five liaison officers from Euro-
pean countries were assigned to
the Sub-Division. They each carried
out one general mission, visiting
the National Central Bureaus in
their zones, and several specific
missions in  connection  with
particular cases.

A liaison officer was appointed
for South America and he carried
out two missions in his zone. A
South East Asian liaison officer
was also appointed and it was
decided that after a training period
at the General Secretariat he would
be based in his zone as from 1st
January 1976. The number of cases
handled by the General Secretariat
between 1st June 1974 and 1st
June 1975 (12,894) was slightly
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higher than the figure for the
preceding vyear (11,884). Twelve
recapitulative tables giving full

identity particulars of 2,930 persons
were issued (1st June 1974 to 1st
June 1975). Individual notices were
published about 52 international
traffickers during the same period.

A report on the general situation
with regard to illicit drug traffic in
1974 was prepared for the General
Assembly.

The “Operation Narcontrol” plan
for co-ordinated checking at
borders was again implemented
this year in Europe, in a more
flexible form which took into
account the suggestions made by
the countries concerned; stress
was laid on co-operation between
the police and customs services.

The drugs teaching programme
was published in three languages.
The new editions of the Guide for
Drug Law Enforcement Officers and
the booklet on chemicals and equip-

ment used in clandestine drug
laboratories were completed. A
brochure is being prepared on

various types of equipment of use
during drug investigations.

The Organization was represent-
ed at many international conferen-
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ces on drugs, and, as part of its
co-operation  with- the  United
Nations, arranged visits to the
General Secretariat for  U.N.
trainees attending two courses at
the centre in Geneva.

Finally, experts from the General
Secretariat attended various
meetings of the Customs Co-
operation Council and a number of
special drugs symposia.

® Studies and seminars

Several symposia were held at
the General Secretariat. Subjects
included international fraud (Sep-
tember 1974), hostage-taking (Febru-

ary 1975), and forensic science
(September 1975). A conference
was held on police problems

connected with international road

traffic in European countries.

Reports were written on a
number of subjects including: the
recovery of motor vehicles stolen
or misappropriated in one country
and sold abroad to a third party
acting in good faith; recent aspects
of traffic in women; recruitment

and training of police officers for
juvenile delinquency work; trends
in juvenile delinquency;

use of

aircraft by the police; bilateral

police agreements.

Work also began on other reports
for the next General Assembly
session (traffic in wild animals;
arson and insurance frauds) or was
completed: crime trends in Euro-
pean countries for the Council of
Europe; the role of the police in

terms of their prevention and
social activities for the United
Nations Congress.

® |nternational Criminal Police

Review

Editing the International Criminal
Police Review is one of the
General Secretariat's standard
tasks and by no means the easiest.

The Review has been published
without interruption since Septem-

ber 1946 and the 290th issue
appeared in September 1975. The
Spanish edition of the Review

continued to appear later than the
French edition but it was difficult
to avoid the delay. On the other
hand, the English edition appeared
much more promptly.

We have a good stock of articles
on forensic science subjects but



more articles on cases illustrating
crime investigation techniques and
on new working methods or equip-

ment tested by our readers'
services would be welcome.
Everyone is interested in new

developments and in the experien-
ces of others and it is hoped that
the International Criminal Police
Review will be able to play a fuller
role as a forum for exchanging
professional information.

To provide the “News and Notes”
section with regular material, the
National Central Bureaus should
send the I|.C.P.R. copies of any
documents they release to the
Press in their countries.

® External relations

Th_e General Secretariat maintain-
ed. its traditional links with the
.Umted Nations, with other
inter-governmental organization
(.C.A.0,, L.T.U., Council of Europe,
Arab League) and with non-govern-
mental organizations (LATA.,
International Association of Penal
La\_N.'.' International  Society of
Crlmmo!ogy, International Society
of Social Defence). Within the
framework of our relations with
the Arab League, the Secretary
General attended the Third Confe-
rence of Arab Police Chiefs,

(Tripoli, May 1975).

Between 1st June 1974 and 1st
June 1975, the General Secretariat
was visited by 331 individuals from
52 countries and 6 groups (compris-
ing 232 persons in all) from 15
countries. In addition, 122 journal-
ists from the press, radio and
television services in 15 countries
reported on Interpol and its activ-
ities.

® Facilities

Telecommunications

During the course of 1974, the
international police radio network
carried a total of 219,090 mes-
sages, including 751 general
broadcasts and 2,609 zone broad-
casts.

— In Africa, the stations in Abid-
jan (lvory Coast) and Lagos
(Nigeria) are now operational.
The stations in Addis Ababa
(Ethiopia) and Dar-es-Salaam
(Tanzania) have been linked up
to the regional station in Nairo-
bi (Kenya). Other tests are
continuing.

— The South American regional
station is in Buenos Aires; a
new transmitting station is to
be opened and the Argentine
authorities are playing an
important role in this field.

Venezuela is plapning to
extend its broadcasting facil-

The report on the 1974 financial
year was adopted by the General
Assembly after the auditors had
submitted their statement.

It seemed that the 1975 budget
was being implemented along the
lines anticipated and that expendi-
ture would not exceed the sums
approved by the General Assembly
unless unexpected circumstances
arose.

The operation involving the trans-
installation and

fer, construction,
modernisation of the telecom-
munications centre had been

completed with a balance remain-
ing of 31,000 Swiss francs which
were paid back into the ordinary

budget.

ities; Peru has given Ecuador a
transmitter and Colombia is
preparing to join the network.

— In Asia, the South-East Asian
network is based on the
regional station in Tokyo; the
Bangkok station is now opera-
tional and others are soon to
become so, in particular the
station in New Dehli.

— In Europe, the station in Athens
has just started tests.

Modernisation of the Network

The stations at the General
Secretariat, in Brussels, London,
Rome, Stockholm, Wiesbaden and
Zurich now have radio teletype
equipment for broadcasting and
receiving. Others, such as Belgra-
de, Bucharest, Utrecht, Luxembourg,
Madrid and Vienna, are able to
receive but not broadcast on the
radio teletype.

® Technical co-operation

Since the last General Assembly
session, 15 grants have been
awarded to different police officers
to enable them to attend training
courses.

LR A J

The General Assembly was asked to
vote on the progress report and
adopted it unanimously.

The draft budget for 1976 had
been drawn up along the lines of
the budget for 1975, taking into
consideration how the Organiza-
tion's activities were likely to
progress and how the economic
situation would probably evolve.

The increase in the General
Secretariat’s activities, if it was
to continue as expected, would
necessitate a change in the value
of the budget unit in 1977 and
that problem would have to be
dealt with by the General Assem-
bly at its 1976 session.

The draft budget submitted to
delegates by the Secretary General
was approved by the General
Assembly.
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After noting the report compiled
as usual by the General Secreta-
riat, the Assembly decided to set
up a committee and Mr. John
CUSACK (United States) was
appointed Chairman.

The report was based on informa-
tion sent to the General Secreta-
riat in various forms: reports of
investigations and seizures, annual
national reports, United Nations
documents, etc. It is summarised
below.

® Evolution of illicit traffic

The illicit traffic situation has
not altered to any great extent
since the previous report: inter-
national co-operation continued to
improve and the staff in the
specialist drugs service at the
General Secretariat are now able
to analyse the intelligence reported
to them more fully. Countries are
urged to indicate, where possible,
after laboratory analysis, the exact
nature of all drugs seized and their
potency.

OPIUM AND ITS DERIVATES

Opium_seizures have decreased
since 1973 because traffickers are

considerably reducing the quantities
in their consignments and because
the centres for converting opium
to morphine and heroin have been
moved nearer the production areas,
in particular, the “Golden Triangle”
area.

The Turkish Government decided
to re-authorise cultivation of the
opium poppy in 1974, but farmers
will no longer be allowed to incise
the poppy heads to extract the
opium latex and it is hoped that
this measure will prevent illicit
traffic, All member countries are
urged to send the General Secreta-
riat and the Turkish National
Central Bureau reports on any
cases of traffic in opium or its
derivates that appear to originate
in Turkey.

Morphine seizures are also down
on previous years because of law
enforcement successes: some
laboratories were discovered and
some traffickers were arrested,
slowing down illicit traffic consider-
ably; the morphine was mainly
transported by air, but also by
merchant seamen. However, traffic
to Europe continued to increase
through the main distribution
centre in Amsterdam and it is
beginning to interest suppliers of
the North-American market.




COCAINE
lllicit traffic in the coca leaf
remained essentially local but

cocaine tended to be a substitute
drug for heroin on the U.S. market.

Traffic towards Europe (ltaly,
Spain and the United Kingdom)
continued and seemed to be
becoming more highly organised,
probably on account of the fact
that certain European criminals had

sought refuge in some South
American countries.
CANNABIS

. As in previous years cannabis
in all its forms continued to be
the drug most popular with traf-
fickers and quantities seized were
up on 1973.

There was little change in the
trafficking routes and most of the
traffic was still conducted by
trave}ling students carrying small
consignments. The Middle East,
and in particular Lebanon, supplied
Easfcern Europe and North Africa,
whilst Western Europe received
most of its supplies from Morocco.

_ North America received most of
its supplies from South and Central
America, mostly overland and by
sea. Supplementary supplies came
from Morocco, Lebanon, Pakistan,
Afghanistan and Nepal.

With regard to liquid hashish,
analyses have shown that it is
very difficult for purchasers to
check the quality of substances
they are buying since the T.H.C.
content varies considerably.

HALLUCINOGENS

There was a renewed interest
in LSD: the increase in the quanti-
ties seized was considerable,
especially in Federal Germany and
the United Kingdom.
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The General Secretariat attaches
great importance to the accuracy of
drug reports received, not only as

regards the drugs themselves
(details of which should be
obtained by means of laboratory

analyses, where possible) but also
when they concern traffickers and
seizures; in the latter case, every
effort should be made to establish
the source of the drug, the route
used by the traffickers, and its
intended destination.

® Cases of international
co-operation

The General Secretariat's report
described several cases which
were solved successfully through
international co-operation. We have
selected the following two.

At the end of 1973, the Interpol
NCB in Beirut informed the Inter-
pol NCB in Ottawa that a large
amount of cannabis had left
Lebanon for Canada aboard a Rus-
sian ship the “Donetzki Kimick”.
On arrival in Montreal, the boat
was put under surveillance and
224 kgs. of cannabis in false-bot-
tomed wooden cases were discover-

ed.

On 24th May 1974, two suspect
suitcases were searched at Fiumi-
cino Airport (ltaly) and found to
contain 50 kgs. of hashish. The
suitcases were being shipped to
Denmark. The ltalian authorities
decided to replace the drugs with
other substances and, after advis-
ing the Interpol NCB in Copenha-
gen, to send the suitcases to their
destination in order to identify the
recipient(s). As a result, several
traffickers were arrested.

o Statistical tables

The General Secretariat's report
was completed by statistical tables
on drug traffic, broken down by
drug and by geographical region;
the tables were drawn up on the
basis of reports of seizures
received by the General Secreta-
riat during 1974.

*hw

In committee, Delegates discussed
a proposal put forward by the Vene-
zuelan delegate who wanted the

General Secretariat to estimate
the monetary value of the drugs
seized.

It was pointed out that the
problem was a difficult one since
drugs were not ordinary merchan-
dise and certain factors such as
the origin and price fluctuations
had to be taken into account. The
aim was to recommend to all
countries a system whereby each
stage of the drug traffic (cultiva-
tion, manufacture, transport, con-
sumption) could be pinpointed and
evaluated.

With regard to opium, Turkey, as
everyone knew, had decided, after
an interval of two years, to re-
authorise cultivation of the opium
poppy. under strict control by the
authorities who would forbid
incision of the poppy heads to
extract the opium latex. The loca-
tion of the cultivation areas in
central Turkey would also make
smuggling more difficult. The
control measures had been ap-
proved by the United Nations
whose technical assistance pro-
gramme had given excellent results,
particularly with regard to control
of cultivation.

In the “Golden Triangle” area of
Thailand, there was a United
Nations project to persuade local
tribes to cultivate other crops
instead of the opium poppy®. It
was a long-term project and those
countries which had been willing
to finance the project should be
prepared to continue their financial
assistance for a long period or
find other countries willing to
replace them.

Law enforcement might provide
a partial solution to the problems
of that area, but never a complete
one.

To obtain a lasting solution,
fundamental social and economic
changes would have to be introdu-
ced in the Golden Triangle region.

Consumer countries should make
every effort to reduce illicit
demand; if action against drug
abuse was not stepped up, the

* The Interpol Secretary General published
an article on the subject in the November 1975
:_"ssule of the International Criminal Police

eview.
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prices of drugs wouid rise and
plans to introduce substitute crops
might fail.”

The United Nations Observer
felt that the programme of activities
might include a specific study of
the part played by the police in
campaigning to prevent drug abuse.

Some countries, such as Argenti-
na for example, attached great
importance to prevention; the
Argentine federal police had set
up a special division responsible
for the prevention of drug abuse;
its tasks were to inform the public,
educate and train specialised staff,
and provide assistance.

Articles on the subject written
by police officers could usefully
be published from time to time in
the International Criminal Police
Review.

Discussion of the General Secre-

* The Thai authorities would welcome any
delegates interested in visiting the Golden
Triangle region.
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tariat report also revealed the
value of international co-operation
in combating illicit drug traffic.
Bilateral and multilateral agree-
ments, a comparative study of
different legislations, and tougher
penalties for traffickers would all
help to curb drug traffic.

It was also very important for
information to be exchanged
rapidly between the NCBs, on
account of the increase in drug
traffic in many countries.

Stress was laid on co-operation
between the police and customs
services, which had led to a
number of spectacular drug seizu-
res.

Several countries had made ef-
forts to treat and cure drug
addicts.

The public needed to be inform-
ed and educated but prevention
campaigns had to be handled
carefully to make sure that they
did not produce the opposite effect
to the one intended. The Libyan

delegate thought that there should
be a World Drugs Day, as recom-
mended in the resolution adopted
by the Conference of Arab Coun-
tries in Riyadh in 1974.

A serious increase in cannabis
traffic had been noted. Cannabis
could no longer be considered an
“amateur's” drug; it was now in
the hands of professionals. Distribu-
tion was organised on an industrial
scale and the use of liquid hashish
was fraught with serious dangers,
especially for young people. Claims
that marihuana was not dangerous
had contributed to a substantial
increase in consumption in certain
countries, in so-called “intellectual”
circles in particular.

Transit countries not directly

affected by the problems of drug
production and abuse should
demonstrate their solidarity by
combating illicit drug  traffic
resolutely.

The International Narcotics Con-
trol Board was pleased to see the
prominence given to the problem




