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Mr. Higgitt, Vice-President of 1.C.P.O.-Interpol

On Monday, 6th September 1971, Mr. HIGGITT, Commissioner of the Royal Canadian Mounted
Police, Ottawa, welcomed the delegates and made the following speech:

A year ago, in the great city of Brussels, during
the closing hours of the 39th General Assembly of
the International Criminal Police Organization, it was
my privilege to invite the delegates to choose Canada
as the site for the 40th Assembly. We were honoured
by your acceptance of that invitation.

The intervening months have passed quickly and
I have today been given the very pleasant task of
welcoming each of you to Canada and to Ottawa, our
beautiful Capital City. I do this with all the sincerity
and with all the warmth that is within me. I do it
especially because we in Canada, in common with so
many other countries of the world, stand solidly in

. ¢ . . izatl nd
support of this great international Organization a d

. . 3 n
of the principles of mutual help, co-operation a
understanding upon which it is founded.

Together we have watched INTERPOL grow 1o
greatness. This growth has not been accidental. It
has been the natural and inevitable result of the col-
lective work of wise and dedicated men and womjen.
Men and women with vision and with determination.
Vision to see the need for international assistance and
co-operation in the prevention as well as in the sup-
pression of crime, and determination 1o make this
great international experiment in police co-operation
really work.
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It has not been easy — no achievement of value
ever is — but your willingness to work for the com-
mon interest through a dedicated Secretariat and staff,
always keeping in mind the high principles and aims
of the Constitution, has crowned the experiment with
Success.

INTERPOL stands today as a shining example of
what can be accomplished in the field of true inter-
national co-operation. That this is so, in a field so
difficult and so complex as criminal law enforcement,
speaks volumes for the faith and dedication of iis
founders and for those of you who are now furthering
its principles.

Police and law enforcement agencies throughout

the world are facing increasingly difficult problems in
preventing and detecring crime. New concepts, new
methods and new progranunes will be continually
necessary if we are to keep abreast of ever-changing
law enforcement demands. 1 believe these new and
exacting demands can be besr mer by giving full
support to this Organization and by the sharing of
knowledge and experience. Efficiency cannot result
from isolation.

We in Canada are pledged to continue our co-
operation with INTERPOL and to maintain the
highest possible standards in meecting our responsibili-
ties as one of its members.

Ar this moment INTERPOL can boast a member-

View of part of conference hall
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ship of 107 countries. Four others will be secking
admittance later today. Representatives of at least
95 of these countries are in this auditorium at this
moment. While we are flattered that the largest re-
presentation that has thus far gathered for a General
Assembly should do so in our country, this is not
an indication of the anticipated level of hospitality of
the host — it is rather a measure of the growing
strength of the Organization itself. We wish it well.

We hope vou will enjoy your short stay with us

and that you will return to your own countries filled
with pleasant memories of the 40th General Assembly
and of Canada. As your hosts, we offer you our
friendship in abundance and we look forward to a
week filled with opportunities for furthering our
understanding of each other.

May your deliberations be successful and may the
principles of international understanding, co-opera-
tion and justice, upon which INTERPOL is based, be
further strengthened by the wisdom of your decisions.

Mr. Paul DICKOPF, President of the 1.C.P.O.-Interpol, thanked Mr. Higgitt in the following terms:

The large Interpol family, from all four continents,
comes together here in this beautiful city of Ottawa
for the Organization’s 40th General Assembly Ses-
sion, We were of course delighted to accept the
invitation to meet here, all the more so since this is
the first time that we have held an Assembly Session
in Canada.

We should like to express our sincere gratitude to
our Canadian hosts, and particularly the Royal
Canadian Mounted Police who for so many vears
now have represented the International Criminal
Police Organization in this vast country so ably and
successfully.

It was in fact the journey to Canada which made
us all aware of the full extent of this country, of the
world itself and finally of Interpol’s field of activities.

! should like, if I may, to remind you that it was
only 11 years ago that we were able for the first time
10 meet in a country outside Europe. Since then, the
General Assembly has been held 4 times in America,
and twice in Asia — proof, if proof were needed, of
the worldwide nature of our Organization.

I wonder just what Interpol would be today with-
out the support of police forces throughout the world,
and what would have become of the safety of the
citizen if it were not possible to pursue criminals at
international level.

When reflecting on the present situation with

regard to our common fight against criminals, we
realise that it is not merely the criminal activities of
an aggressive minority that we have to combat, but
above all the criminal mentality: this criminal men-
tality which is in general devoid of any social sense
and completely against the fundamental rights of
others.

It is the undeniable duty of society — in fact of
each and every country — to safeguard these rights
and to protect the innocent citizen against the
criminal. This is an arduous and exhausting task —
no one knows this better than those of us in the front
line: unfortunately the fight involves defence rather
than attack.

There is some hope for us, who are forever con-
fronted with evil — and this is mutual assistance,
close co-operation and solidarity. Wherever the prin-
ciples mentioned by Commissioner Higgitt reign, the
battle is not lost, even in a world whose highest ideals
seem to be television, cars and all other kinds of

technical achievement.

Those who know that human values play a de-
cisive role in society also know that society can only
cure its ills by calling on those same values. It is
therefore of vital importance to make the younger
generation familiar with the highest humanitarian
ideals and to relegate so-called “progress” to second
place.

With regard to crime and its effects, it is essential
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that we find again a balance between judging the
criminal and the damage and unhappiness which he
causes his victim. The latter — and I speak now from
experience after a lifetime in the police — seems to
have been completely forgotten, at least in the highly
developed countries.

We have in front of us a hard week’s work; we
shall be called upon to discuss measures of crime
prevention and law enforcement. Also, we shall have
to take decisions about the administration of the
Organization and about certain arrangements made
with various national and international authorities at
the highest level.

I am sure that we shall manage to get through our
Agenda, thanks to the help of our friends in the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police who have done so
much to ensure that our stay in Ottawa will be en-
joyable and rewarding.

For all this, our renewed thanks and gratitude.

The delegate of Fiji

Delegates observed a minute’s silence in memory of
two Executive Committee members who had recently
died: Mr. VAN CAKENBERGHE (Belgium), after a
long illness, and Mr. JASPARD DA FONSECA (Chile),
in an accident.

The Assembly first decided to add the following two
items to the draft Agenda: the headquarters agreement
between the French Government and the 1.C.P.O.-Inter-
pol, and the acquisition of a property in Saint-Cloud.

The Agenda, thus modified, was adopted unanimously.

The discussions were reported in the form of minutes
which were distributed to delegates during the course
of the Assembly.

A summary of the main items discussed is given below
under four headings: Administrative Questions, Technical
Questions, Other Meetings, and Miscellaneous Ques-
tions.

THE DELEGATES OF THE

The delegate of Lesotho
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I. ADMINISTRATIVE QUESTIONS
ADMISSION OF NEW MEMBERS

Four c?untries— Fiji, lceland, Lesotho and Nauru — — |celand: 83 votes in favour, 1 against, no absten-
had applied for membership in Interpol. tions.

_After the representatives of these four countries had — Lesotho: 80 votes in favour, 4 against, no absten-
given their government's reasons for applying for tions.
membership, the Assembly approved their applications

— Nauru: 83 votes in favour, 1 against, no absten-

as follows:
tions.

— Fiji: 83 votes in favour, 1 against, no abstentions.

PROGRESS REPORT

The secretary general then read out the Progress the Organization and its General Secretariat during the
Report, which gave an account of the work done by period October 1970 to September 1971.

RELATIONS WITH COUNTRIES

) The secretary general pointed out that the decision Asian Regional Conference in New Delhi in March
just taken by the Assembly brought the number of 1971 as planned; for domestic reasons, the Indian
Interpol-affiliated countries to 111. authorities had had to cancel their invitation to act as

host to the Conference at the last moment.
It had not been possible to hold the second Interpol

EWLY - AFFILIATED COUNTRIES

The ¢
: ¢legate of Nauru (on the right, the President of the Republic)

The delegate of Iceland
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POLICE CO-OPERATION

The fight against international crime was a daily
task and the National Central Bureaus and the General
Secretariat were continually being called on to take
action. Co-operation was world-wide: for example, in
1970 the German NCB had been in contact with 98
countries, the Japanese NCB with 105 countries and
the Swedish NCB with 74 countries.

By 1st July 1971, 18 National Central Bureaus had
sent in statistics on their activities in 1970.

The results of co-operation within Interpol were:
— arrests at the request of other coun-

HHES wovmmmsmmnns s s s S 1,065
— arrests obtained through foreign

NCB's 1,132
— items of information sent to other

NCB'S i 108,499
— items of information received from

other NCB's ..o, 83,341

The Canadian delegation

It was to be hoped that more countries would draw
up these annual activity statistics, which were of great
Importance to the General Secretariat.

_The action taken by the General Secretariat in
criminal cases during the period 1st June 1970 to
1st June 1971 could be summarised as follows:

Cases handled ......................... .. .. .. 10,875
comprising:
— violence against persons ............... 87
— theft 472
— cases involving motor vehicles ......... 145
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— counterfeits and forgeries ............... 3,178

— Narcotic drugs . ..o e sovmensiine 4,660

— sex and morals offences ............... 126

— identifications .............................. 377

— miscellaneous ..., 227
International notices issued about persons . 451
International notices issued about stolen

Property ... 77
Individuals arrested as a result of wanted

notices published by the General Secre-

tariat or other Secretariat intervention ... 554
Individuals identified by the General Secre-

tariat ... 88
Items of information supplied to NCB's ... .. 8.964

At 1st June 1971, the General Secretariat's files
contained:

— 1,662,722 cards bearing the names of individuals
(filed alphabetically and phonetically);

— 90,901 fingerprint cards;
— 6,948 photographs of specialised criminals.

Other projects of general interest had included:

— @a summary of the various legislations or case
precedents on gold currency counterfeiting;

— a report on counterfeit currency in 1970;
— a report on illicit drug traffic in 1970;

— twelve monthly recapitulative drug tables and a
list of seamen traffickers;

— two reports on cases of theft and fraudulent
negotiation of travellers’ cheques;

— a list of equipment for checking passengers at
airports;

— a conference, attended by representatives of
13 European countries, on burglaries in jewellers'
shops.

The Review '"'Counterfeits and Forgeries' was be-
coming more and more popular: on 1st June 1971, it
had 6,056 subscribers and this figure did not include
the 3,345 subscribers to the German regional edition.
Between 1st June 1970 and 1st June 1971, 122 new
counterfeit types and 149 new genuine notes and
coins had been described in the Review. The staff of
specialists had analysed 443 counterfeits and drawn
up cards containing the specifications of 84 genuine
notes for comparison purposes.

In addition, since January 1971, NCB's had been in-
formed every month about the new counterfeits dis-
covered; details of new clandestine printing work-
shops discovered would be sent out each year.



STUDIES AND REPORTS

Several studies had been made and reports on

these were to be submitted to the present General
Assembly session:

— Security in international civil aviation: measures
taken by countries

— The use of dogs to detect drugs

— Technical assistance in police matters: list of
possibilities

— Co-operation between police and Customs
authorities.

A collection of crime statistics for the years 1967-
1968 had been published.

The Secretariat had translated the commentary of
an Austrian documentary film on murder enquiries,
thus widening the scope for its distribution.

The French version of the audio-visual teaching
material on drugs (total duration 334 hours — 295 co-
lour slides) was now complete. It was to be translated
into other languages and distributed to NCB's in due
course.

A start had been made on several of the studies
listed in the Programme of Activities:

— List of reference collections possessed by
forensic laboratories

— Inventory of teaching films for police training
— Drugs: training of police personnel

— The possibilities of chemical analysis of drugs
and needs in this field.

RELATIONS WITH OTHER ORGANIZATIONS

The secretary general had attended the meeting
of the United Nations Committee on Non-govern-
mental Organizations as an Observer. The committee
had recommended that the |.C.P.O.-Interpol should
henceforth be considered an intergovernmental orga-
nization and this change could not fail to have far-
reaching effects. The Secretary General paid tribute
to the U.N. national delegations and to the Secretariat
of that Organization for the way in which they had
supported and encouraged this development.

The 1.C.P.O.-Interpol had attended part of the U.N.
conference which had drawn up the Convention on
Psychotropic Substances (Vienna, February 1971).

A member of the Secretariat staff had taken part in
a U.N. Mission concerning drugs, in West Africa
(April 1971). The Organization had been represented
at the U.N. Inter-Agency Meeting on Narcotics Ques-
tions (Geneva, July 1971).

The Division of Human Rights had discussed the
problem of combating traffic in human beings and the
rapporteur had placed great emphasis on the role
which INTERPOL could play in this field.

Within the framework of its relations with [.C.A.O.,,
our Organization had attended two meetings: one
(London 1970) on acts of unlawful interference against
international civil aviation other than unlawful seizure,
the other (The Hague, December 1970) on the Con-
vention for the Suppression of Unlawful Seizure of
Aircraft.

The Organization had been represented at a seminar

on security questions organised by |.A.T.A. (London,
April 1971) and at a conference on the security of
international civil aviation (Washington, January 1971).

The I.C.P.O.-Interpol had also collaborated in the
work of the Customs Co-operation Council and of the
European Committee on Crime Problems (standard-

The delegate of the Dominican Republic presenting the
Secretary General with an emblem




