. C.P.O. INTERPOL
GENERAL ASSEMBLY

28th (EXTRAORDINARY) SESSION
PARIS, (8th-10th DECEMBER 1959)

In a communiqué which appeared in n° 131 of this review (p. 256), the
Secretary General informed readers of the difficulties experienced in connec-
tion with the place in which the 28th session of the General Assembly was
to meet, it having been decided that this showuld be Lahore, from 25th to
28th November, 1959.

The causes which prevented the meeting taking place in Pakistan were,
as the statement pointed out, “independent of the spirit of co-operation” which
bas always animated all the members of our organization.

A proof of the truth of this statement is that at the extraordinary session
which took its place recently in Paris (8th to 10th December), no fewer than
forty-seven out of the total of sixty-three member countries and territories

were present,

Because of this and the nature of the discussions which took place, this
extraordinary session may be considered to have been a real success.

Of counrse, not s0 many matters were dealt with as would have been the
case if the meetings had been beld in Labore, though some of them were of
vital importance to the future of Interpol.

These matters may be divided into four main groups: general policy, activ-
ities of the Organization, technical and administration.
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GENERAL POLICY

A) The reasons for the extraordinary session

1. When opening the first meeting of the
session, the President, Mr. Lourenco remind-
ed the delegates of the circumstances respon-
sible for the meeting in Paris and expressed
satisfaction at being again amongst so many
old friends and colleagues and his pleasure
to see the Organization prospering more and
more each year, “and”, he said, ‘“growing
both larger and younger. I say “younger”,
because in this as in previous years, new
friends have come to swell our numbers.
Either their countries have only recently
joined, or they are replacing delegates who
have been appointed to other positions or
have simply left to seek rest and tranquillity
in retirement.

So here I am before you, without my friends
Mr. Nicholson and Mr. Chehab. Most of you
will probably know the circumstances—which
not only do him honour, but all policemen
throughout the world — of Mr. Nicholson’s

retirement from the position of commissioner
of the Royal Canadian Mounted Police. It is
the world of diplomacy which has taken
from wus the distinguished Emir Chehab,
whose government has appointed him Leban-
ese Ambassador to Ghana. We are also very
sorry not to have with us the young and
cheerful General Manich Jumsai, who has
temporarily left the Thai police for UNES-
CO, with whom he will be working for a
considerable time.

Interpol’s progress is the resultant of
everyone’s efforts and it is essential that all
concepts and aspirations should have some-
one among the leaders to champion them.
Unforeseen events, such as those we have
had to deal with this year, have clearly
shown the need for this and the Organization
needs an active and representative executive
committee.

The rather unusual character of our meet-
ing obliges me to take the unusual step of
speaking first and of myself, opening this

One of the plenary sessions.
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Mr, Kosti Vasa and Mr. Jarva (Finland).

session in this great capital. The Organiza-
tion is meeting at its headquarters with the
benefit of the hospitality of France, which,
once again, is manifesting the interest it has
had in us for so many years with so much
generosity. Let us thank her once again.

In spite of my wish to express the pleasure
that I feel and that you all feel, I am sure,
to see us meeting once again, I do not wish
to delay the beginning of our work. Let me

The President, Mr. Lourengo, thanking Mr. J. Verdier,
Director General of the French Sireté Nationale (left);
on his right is Mr. Marcel Sicot.

36

simply say what great confidence I have in
the future of Interpol, how sure I am that
this solidarity, this cohesion to which 1
alluded recently will facilitate the solution
of several problems which we shall have to
solve. Do not let us lightly exaggerate any
temporary differences. One of the most im-
portant things to the credit of the I.C.P.O.
is that it has managed to keep free of pol-
itics. Its success is due to the efficacity of
its action which is based solely on the police
technique applied by all with the same re-
spect for national characteristics and per-
sonal rights. The man and women of all
races, all colours and all religions of our
member countries expect us to present a
united front against crime, an enemy which
is still strong, unfortunately and always
preparing to make use of new weapons.

We must not disappoint them.”

2. M. Verdier, the Director General of
the French Sureté, replied.

He said he was happy to welcome, in the
names of the Ministry of the Interior and
the French Government, the delegates of the
I.C.P.O. General Assembly.

Satisfaction was a rare feeling for those
who carry out the duties of police officer.
He therefore appreciated all the more the
results obtained by the criminal police,
which is the cream of the police forces of all
countries. He wanted to thank the N.C.B.
for their collaboration friendly and profit-
able. He particularly thanked the President,
whose efforts had greatly contributed to
combat crime throughout the world. He also
paid tribute to M. Sicot who untiringly de-
voted himself to the task of furthering the
aims of Interpol. In conclusion, he thanked
all delegates for coming to Paris and he
hoped that France would remain for them
a place associated with friendship and human
understanding.

In the name of all the members of the
Assembly, the President thanked the Direc-
tor General of the Paris Siireté for his
warm welcome and asked him to thank the
Minister of the Interior for him. He also paid
tribute to the French Government for the
efforts and sacrifices they were still making
so that the I.C.P.O. could develop.

In conclusion he expressed his sorrow to
the French authorities at the terrible catas-
trophe of Fréjus and asked the delegates to



rise and observe ome minute’s silence in
memory of those who had died in this trag-
edy. The President after this suggested that
a collection might be taken for those who
had managed to survive. The French del-
egation expressed their thanks.

3. The Secretary General wished to give the
Assembly all the details concerning the can-
cellation of the Lahore meeting which it had
the right to expect.

In a spirit of complete objectivity, so as
neither to harm the morale and unity of the
Organization nor to stimulate political dis-
(f:ussion, M. Sicot first of all summarised the
acts:

In substance, he said that it was in order
to emphasize the world-wide nature of In-
terpol that the invitation of the Pakistani
authorities for 1959 had been most willingly
accepted by the General Assembly at its last
meeting. When the invitation was made from
the platform, it expressed no reservations.

On 25th March and 29th April last, two
circulars had been sent out by him, confirm-
ing the invitation.

Now in May, the head of the Karachi
N.C.B. informed the General Secretariat
that the Pakistani authorities were sending
their official invitation to all member coun-
tries except Israel, whose representatives
Pakistan could neither “invite nor accept”.

This, of course, was incompatible with the
spirit of the Constitution of the I.C.P.O.
which, as is known, forbids any discrimina-

From left to right: Mr. Bouya Bachir (Morocco), Mr. de
Silva (Ceylon), Mr. Bel Gnaoui (Morocco) and
Mr. Jebanasam (Ceylon).

tion of a political, religious or racial char-
acter.

The Executive Committee, at its meeting
in Paris in June, expressed the hope that
Pakistan could at any rate accept delegations
from all member countries, even if she could
not invite them. If not, then it considered
that the cancellation of the Lahore meeting
would have to be considered.

Several days later, Mr. Anwer Ali, In-
spector General of the Intelligence Bureau
and head of the Pakistan N.C.B., arrived in
Paris for the purpose of making arrange-
ments for the Assembly meeting. In view of
his personal understanding, there appeared
to be some hope that the difficulties would
be smoothed out, but this proved illusory
and, on 17th August, the Pakistan author-
ities confirmed that, while understanding
our point of view, they could not accept
Israelis, whose country they did not rec-
ognise.

After a final, urgent appeal by the Gen-
eral Secretariat to the Pakistan authorities,
who were regretful but felt obliged to keep
to their principles, an extraordinary meeting
of the Executive Committee took place in
Paris on 9th September, at which the follow-
ing resolution was adopted:

“The Executive Committee, having heard
the Secretary General’s detailed and objec-
tive account of the preparation of the 1959
session of the General Assembly,

“Notes with great regret that Pakistan has
decided not to admit delegates from Israel;

“Considers that the fundamental principles
contained in articles 2 and 3 of the Constitu-
tion must be applied strictly in the interests
of the Organization and in order not to
create an unfortunate precedent which C01:lld
endanger the Organization’s unity and exist-
ence;

“Cannot allow any form of discrimination
against a member of the Organization;

“Considers that the conditions mentioned
in article 5 of the General Regulations have
occurred.

“The Execcutive Committee therefore,

“Decides that it would be inopportune to
hold the General Assembly session in Lahore
and that an extraordinary session of the Gen-
eral Assembly, as provided for in Article 10
of the Constitution and articles 14 and 15 of
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the General Regulations, should be held in
Paris as from 8th December 1959;

“Expresses its sympathy with the author-
ities of Pakistan who had taken a great deal
of trouble to organize the General Assembly
session and hopes that this misunderstanding
will in no way adversely affect the excellent
co-operation between Pakistan and the
1.C.P.O0.”

The Secretary General then considered
the legal aspect of the matter.

Articles 10 and 12 of the Constitution
state that the Organization’s General As-
sembly shall meet every year in ordinary
session, that it may meet in extraordinary
session at the request of the Executive Com-
mittee or of the majority of the members
and that it is the General Assembly which
shall choose the place of the meeting of the
coming session.

Moreover, according to article 5 of the
General Regulations, if the Executive Com-
mittee considers that the circumstances are
unfavourable to the meeting of the Assembly
in the place fixed at its previous session,
it may decide on another place.

Art. 7. states that “the date and place
having been decided upon, the notices con-
vening members shall be sent not less than
four months in advance by: a) the inviting
country to the other countries, through dip-
lomatic channels and b) the Secretary Gen-
eral to the various members of the Organ-
ization.”

Lastly, art. 14 lays down that “Extra-
ordinary sessions shall be held, in principle,
at the seat of the Organization...”

The General Secretariat and the Executive
Committee met the situation and convened
the 28th General Assembly session simply
by applying these articles. The Assembly of
course, was an ‘“extraordinary” one and
essentially administrative in nature.

Mr. Sicot added that a lesson should be
taken from this affair and a repetition of it
avoided. All that need be done was to see
that any delegation making an invitation
solemnly undertook, in the name of its
government, to accept all delegates from
any country which was a member of the
Organization, without exception or reserva-

tion.

The Secretary General thought that our
Pakistani colleagues could not be held re-
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sponsible for the events. They had at least
remained calm and wishful of continuing to
work at our common task. He thought that
the General Secretariat had acted calmly
and wisely and shown the ability which
should go hand-in-hand with enthusiasm and
a sense of responsibility.

Mr. Kalmuddin (Pakistan) stated that he
had been most interested to hear what the
Secretary General had said, but wanted to
make his government’s point of view still
clearer. He recalled that the invitation made
officially in London by Pakistan had been
accepted unanimously. Invitations had been
sent through diplomatic channels to all the
countries except one, because that country
was not recognised by his government. The
organization of a conference in Lahore,
rather than in Karachi, was a particularly
difficult task. Money had been spent for
nothing. The decision made on 9th Septem-
ber by the Executive Committee to cancel
the Lahore conference had greatly disap-
pointed his country. Coming so late, when
all arrangements had been made, this can-
cellation had placed Pakistan in a difficult
position.

It appeared to him that this decision had
not been entirely justified by the circum-
stances since the 1959 Assembly meeting was
held in Lisbon, although the Portuguese
government also had been unable to invite
certain countries. In spite of this lack of
objectivity, which he deplored, he hoped
that collaboration between his country and
the Organization would be able to continue
without difficulties.

The Secretary General was pleased to
hear the Pakistan delegate once again af-
firm, in spite of a certain bitterness, that
nothing would affect the relations between
Pakistan and the I.C.P.O. He again maintain-
ed that the Organization had done all it
could, with great perseverance, to settle
matters amicably.

The president, at the request of the Secret-
ary General, explained the position of his
government at the 1957 Assembly and stress-
ed that all member countries had been in-
vited. In regard to Israel and Yugoslavia and
other countries with which Portugal had no
diplomatic relations, the invitations had been
sent by the Secretary General, instead of
directly by the Portuguese Government,
which had given its consent and seen that
visas were given to all delegations. For ex-
ample, in spite of the incident between In-



dia and Portugal, an invitation had been
sent to New Delhi.

In conclusion, the Secretary General men-
tioned a very comforting fact: the South
East Asia regional conference on the drug
traffic which was to have been held in
Lahore just before the General Assembly
meeting was, thanks to the understanding of
the Pakistan authorities, still to be held, but
in January 1960. The Executive Committee,
wishing to show its desire to collaborate, had
not only asked Mr. Népote, the Deputy
Secretary General and a specialist in 'ques-
tions concerning the drug traffic, but also
the Secretary General himself to represent
the Organization at the conference.

These explanations, coupled with the
latter, clearly eloquent fact, were nmot made
the subject of a discussion and, the incident
being closed, the General Assembly contin-
ued with matters on the agenda.

"
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Two more matters of general policy were
discussed, one of them was raised by the
head of the Cuban delegation, while the
other concerned existing and future rela-
tions between the I.C.P.O. and the Council
of Ewurope.

B) The Cuban motion

Mr. de Castroverde had been asked by his
government to carry out a certain task.

Previous to the recent revolution in his
country, some police officers, acting in the
course of duty, had committed crimes which,
in fact, were against ordinary criminal law.
The Organization, he said, could therefore
intervene without violating article 3 of its
constitution and ask for the arrest of these
persons, who should be punished.

He recalled that at the Assembly meeting
of 1949, a motion condemning such crimes
had been adopted.

Mr. Sicot (the Secretary General) pointed
out that the statements made by Mr. Lou-
wage in 1949 in Berne which were followed
by this important resolution related to to-
tally different problems, rightly condemning
any isolated cases of violence by police
officers when dealing with criminal matters.
This had nothing to do with important in-
ternal or external political events, nor with
the problems of genocide.

The Secretary General did not consider it

advisable to adopt the Cuban resolution,
which would be a grave danger to the Or-
ganization. Moreover, things which happen-
ed under one régime might very well happen
under a subsequent one. This meant a per-
manent source of danger to which allusion
had been made.

Mr. de Castroverde said that he had never
doubted the objectivity of the Secretary
General and thanked him for his explana-
tions. He insisted, however, that his motion
be put to the vote.

Mr. Franssen, of Belgium, observed that
the question had two sides to it: the police
aspect and the legal one. The crime police
and Interpol were both executive bodies, but
it was for the law to make any decisions re-
garding extradition. It was not for Interpol
to take action which the legal authorities
should really take.

Mr. Plaza-Marquez (Venezuela) asked for
details of the Cuban motion and the one
adopted in 1949. In any case, he said the
same treatment should be given to all mem-
bers and it was important that they should
not give the impression that they were al-
luding to any country in particular.

Mr. Weichmann (Chile) understood the
spirit in which Mr. de Castroverde m_ade his
request, but, in his opinion, the question was
outside the scope of police technique which
should be dealt with by the Assembly.

The requests for extradition in question,
stated Mr. de Castroverde, concerned per-
sons who had committed, in the course of
their duties, such crimes as murder, un-
authorized assumption of office, theft. black-

The Cuban delegation.
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mail, ete.,, which meant that those having
committed them were ordinary law crim-
inals. They were quite within the aims laid
down in art. 2 of the Organization’s Consti-
tution.

Mr. de Castroverde formally presented the
following motion:

Whereas, at the session of the I.C.P.C.
held in Berne, Switzerland in 1949, its
president, at that time Mr. Louwage, sub-
mitted a report and a draft resolution to
“condemn violence and inhuman methods
used by police officers and their immedi-
ate denunciation to the appropriate courts
for punishment”. Both report and reso-
lution were unanimously adopted by the
29 mations present, six of which were from
America, for the most part represented
by diplomats.

Whereas the acts detailed previously
happened recently in the Republic of
Cuba, acts without any political character,
in view of the fact that on many occasions
the police officers were tried by courts of
law,

In consequence, the extraordinary ses-
sion of the General Assembly held in Paris
from 8th to 10th December 1959, on the
suggestion of the Cuban delegation

DECIDES TO

Ratify the resolution presented by pro-
fessor Louwage at the LCP.C. Assembly
meeting in Berne, Switzerland, in 1949, con-
demning violence and inhuman methods used
by police officers and their immediate denun-
ciation to the appropriate civil courts for
punishment.

The resolution referred to, adopted at the
eighteenth session in 1949, was as follows:

“The I.C.P.C.,

Having considered the report n® 3 of the
President Mr. F. E. Louwage, referring to
the “illegal and inhuman methods with

respect to accused persons”,

Considering that it is necessary to act
against statements, which tend to spread the
belief that the criminal police employ, or
rather tolerate, systematically, with regard
to persons suspected of an infringement of
the penal law or with regard to other per-
sons, means of pressure, privations or acts
of violence contrary to the different law
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codes and to the Declaration of human
rights,

Considering that it intends on the con-
trary to denounce the use of such means,

DECIDES:

The representatives of the I.C.P.C. will
remind the criminal police that their en-
quiries, investigations and collaborations in
the work of justice must be conducted ac-
cording to the methods provided by the
progress of the scientific or technical, police
and criminology; that all acts of violence or
inhuman treatment, that is to say, those
contrary to the dignity of mankind, com-
mitted by the police in the exercise of their
judicial and criminal police duties must be
denounced to the law.

They recommend also that in all the police
training schools, special importance be at-
tached to the complete recognition of the
right of all persons, suspected of an infringe-
ment of the penal law, or of other people to
receive a fair and humanitarian treatment.

Resolution unanimously adopted.

In support of Mr. de Castroverde’s argu-
ment, Dr. Corrales (Cuba) strongly stressed
that the persons in question should not be
considered to be political refugees but as
criminals of common law who had violated
human rights. He knew that some countries
which had accepted the I.C.P.O. constitution
did not respect these rights and that they
had protected criminals by declaring them
to be political refugees, but he hoped that
the Assembly would adopt the motion sub-
mitted.

Mr. Lamarre (Haiti) complimented the
Cuban delegation on having based their
request for the punishment of the war crim-
inals in their country on the Declaration
of Human Rights. He pointed out, how-
ever, that Cuba had just undergone a se-
rious political crisis and that the crimes in
question came under the headings of both
ordinary crime and politics. The present
tendency in international law was to give
priority to the political character of such
crimes and it was because of this that many
countries which had ratified the Declaration
of Human Rights had granted asylum to
these criminals, who were generally known
as “political criminals”. Interpol might very
well have a criminal arrested and the foreign
office of the country make a different in-




terpretation of the offence for which he was
being asked to pay. This could cause a con-
flict between Interpol and the country con-
cerned. He didn’t think that the Organiza-
tion could accord itself rights which affected
the foreign policy of some of its members.

Mr. Jackson (United Kingdom) stated
that, before considering this draft resolution,
the Assembly should give objective thought
to the facts and motives which had led to
this draft resolution being submitted.

The second paragraph of the resolution
began with the following words: “Whereas
the acts detailed previously happened re-
cently in the Republic of Cuba”. The Assem-
bly was therefore being asked to ratify a
resolution submitted ten years ago and to
apply it to the behaviour of certain police
officers in a particular country. It was the
present police force of this country, now
under a different political regime, which
had brought up the subject. In 1949, the
I.C.P.O.-Interpol had been perfectly right to
adopt a resolution asking that police officers
who offended against human rights be
brought to trial. However, when a country
asked that the behaviour of its own police
force be investigated, by other countries,
it generally meant that the request had a
political motive. In view of these facts, he
was not in favour of any resolution on this
subject.

Mr. Lehmann (Switzerland) supported the
speeches made by the delegates from the
United Kingdom and from Haiti. He said
that great care should be taken to compare
only those things which were comparable.
He proposed that the General Assembly
should first of all decide whether this draft
resolution was in order.

Mr. Rivett-Carnac (Canada) considered
that the Cuban motion was not only oppos-
ed to the terms of article 3 of the Constitu-
tion, the keystone of Interpol’s neutrality,
but also to article 15 of the General Regula-
tions, which stated that in principle, the
agenda of an extraordinary session might
only include the object for its convening.
For this reason he whole-heartedly support-
ed the statements just made.

Mr. Essid (Tunisia) agreed. This draft
resolution expressly referred to what had
recently happened in Cuba and to some
extent asked the I.C.P.O. to act as a court
and to pass judgement on war criminals,
people who had acted up to their ideals or
obeyed their commanders.

Mr. Weichmann (Chile) agreed with the
United Kingdom and Belgian delegates.

Mr. Ramirez (Colombia) entirely support-
ed the statements of the Chilean delegate.
His country had always respected the right
of asylum and always would.

Mr. Nuamah (Ghana), while understand-
ing the consequences of the incidents which
happened in Cuba, stated that the draft re-
solution was political in nature and there-
fore out of order.

Mr. Plaza-Marquez (Venezuela) remarked
that the phrase “tending to condemn vi-
olence and the inhuman methods used by
police officers and their immediate denun-
ciation to the appropriate courts for pun-
ishment” in itself contained nothing of a
political nature. If one opposed such an
expression, it might mean that one wished
to see these shameful police officers go scot-
free. It was undoubtedly difficult for certain
delegates to understand the part played by
police officers in countries where political
upheavals occurred frequently. If the
I.C.P.O.-Interpol showed itself opposed to
this resolution, it might be more dangerous
than the possibility of a connection with
political matters. That was why he joined
with the Cuban delegation in requesting
that there be no discrimination by police
officers towards other police officers who
had violated ordinary criminal laws.

Dr. Corrales (Cuba) wished to remind the
representatives of South American countries
that the draft resolution did not mention
war criminals but police officers. For seven
years, the police force in Cuba had gone
beyond its rights and its duties. In fact,
these people were really thieves and crim-
inals pretending to be policemen. They had
murdered 20,000 people. They could no
longer be considered as war criminals: t_hey
were offenders against ordinary criminal
law and it was most regrettable that they
were able to enjoy the right to asylum in
foreign embassies. These people should be
punished as they deserved; they should be
taken back to Cuba where they would be
tried. The Cuban police was respected be-
cause its officers resptected human rights.

Mr. de Castroverde (Cuba) added that his
delegation would place on view an album
containing photographs published by the
Cuban press, so that members would be able
to obtain a better understanding of the rea-
sons for this resolution.
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Mr. Pastor de Oliveira (Brazil) suggested
that the Assembly should, as the Swiss dele-
gate had suggested, decide whether the mo-
tion was out of order or not. While sympath-
ising with Cuba and abhorring inhuman acts,
he had to admit that the wording of the
draft resolution made it impossible for the
Assembly to adopt it.

Mr. Zentuti (Libya) said that the resolu-
tion adopted ten years previously concerned
discrimination between police officers and
members of the public. Since then, the
I.C.P.O. had adopted a constitution in which
articles 2 and 3 dealt with the matter. The
old resolution had therefore become nul and
void when articles 2 and 3 were adopted.

Summing wup, Mr. Sicot (the Secretary
General) explained that the Assembly had
to deal with a draft resolution submitted by
the Cuban delegation and a proposal from
the Swiss delegation. The latter should be
put to the vote first of all, since it concern-
ed a matter which had to be settled before
the draft resolution could be put to the
vote.

The President consequently asked the
Assembly to indicate whether it considered
the draft resolution out of order or mot.

By 40 votes to 2, the draft resolution was
declared out of order.

C) CO-OPERATION WITH THE COUNCIL
OF EUROPE

~ Mr. Sicot (Secretary General), recalling
the bonds which united Interpol to the
United Nations and especially to its Econom-
ic and Social Council, said that relations had
also been established with the Council of
Europe, which was interested in a draft
convention on mutual help in judicial
matters concerning extradition procedure.
Its purpose was to replace existing bilateral
agreements with one of a general character.
The Council of Europe had established a
committee to deal with criminal problems.

It was desirable that the relations between
the Council of Europe and the I.C.P.O. be
sanctioned by an agreement to co-operate
on the basis of an exchange of letters.

Contacts with the Council of Europe had
made it possible to affirm quite definitely
that the universal and non-political nature
of the I.C.P.O. would be most carefully
respected.

The plan to exchange letters, the principle
of which had been adopted by the General
Assembly in 1958, had been unanimously
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approved by the Executive Committee, but
could only be ratified, according to art. 41
of the Constitution, with the approval of the
General Assembly.

Miss Destner (Council of Europe) recalled
that the Council of Europe and the I.C.P.O.
had not waited for the drawing up of this
agreement to begin collaborating in the
closest way. The multilateral convention on
extradition and the convention on mutual
legal aid, of the Council of Europe, bore
witness of the confidence which existed be-
tween the two organizations since the rel-
evant provisions of these conventions laid
down the transmission of requests for extra-
dition or mutual aid in an emergency
through Interpol.

Moreover, Interpol was helping the Coun-
cil to draw up a convention concerning the
suppression of road offences and this aid
had been very -useful, both in the way of
providing information on offences committed
by foreigners in the countries they crossed
and in consultations concerning the cat-
egories of offences which the convention
should concern. This collaboration might
extend with the studies that the Council
wished to undertake on the criminological
aspects of traffic regulations.

The I.C.P.O. and the Council of Europe had
therefore a large number of interests in
common and the draft agreement submitted
to the Assembly would again help to
strengthen the firm bonds which had al-
ready been established.

The Council of Europe, which was a re-
gional organization, was particularly pleas-
ed to be able to conclude an agreement with
a world-wide organization like Interpol.

Colonel E] Sebaei (United Arab Republic)
stated that his delegation approved an agree-
ment which favoured mutual comprehension
between the organizations concerned and
considered that similar agreements concern-
ing police interests should be encouraged
with other organizations.

General Zentuti (Libya) saw no objection
to the adopting of this project in so far as
it conformed with the aims of the Organiza-
tion as defined in articles 2 and 3 of the
Constitution. That is why, considering that
the Organization was not concerned in eco-
nomics, he proposed that the word “econ-
omic” should be deleted from the draft
agreement.

Mr. Granier (Venezuela) said that his
delegation had only received a copy of the




draft agreement at the end of November
and that his government had consequently
not had time to study all its aspects.

His government was in favour of anything
which would lead to close co-operation be-
tween all the police forces of the world and
was ready to recommend other agreements
on condition that the points of view of all
interested parties were respected. That
was why it appeared to him desirable to set
up a kind of I.C.P.O. Sub-Secretariat in
South America for the countries in that part
of the world. Several international organi-
zations had already set up regional commit-
tees for South America. He knew that tech-
nical and financial factors made this im-
possible at the moment, but hoped that this
suggestion would be borne in mind and that,
as a first step towards this far-off goal,
regional conferences would be organized in
South America.

Mr. Sicot (Secretary General) said that
the draft agreement submitted to the As-
sembly was entirely technical in character.

He was gratified to note that the United
Arab Republic was completely in favour of
it. Then, addressing the head of the Libyan
delegation, he stated that the Secretariat
had no objection to deleting the word
“economic”, though this word should here
be taken in its widest sense in contra-
distinction to “political”. It was used in this
way by the U.N.O. where the Economic and
Social Council was concerned.

Replying to the head of the Venezuelan
delegation, he emphasized the danger of any
actions which might lead to a dispersal of
effort. The main thing, he felt, was to
maintain one central headquarters to deal
with everything.

With regard to the principle of regional
conferences, this was approved of by the
Secretariat, as the conference on drugs, to
be held in Asia, showed. It would be diffi-
cult, at the moment, to go further.

Mr. Singh (India) saw no objection to the
adoption of the draft agreement as it was
quite non-political in nature and simply
drew the attention of the Assembly to a
particular aspect of the problem. The Coun-
cil of Europe was a regional organization
and Interpol had to remain an international.
There was a risk that this precedent might
induce it to come to agreements with other
regional bodies. In the future it would be
advisable if any such requests were examin-
ed with care. Moreover, the application of

the agreement under consideration might
entail an expenditure for Interpol which it
might be difficult to meet without the help
of the Council of Europe, which had far
greater financial resources.

Mr. Kolenc (Yugoslavia) agreed with the
statement made by the Indian delegate.

Mr. de Castroverde (Cuba) considered
that relevant document had been sent out
very late and, because of this, he hadn’t
been able to submit it to the Minister of
State. One had to be particularly careful
in such matters and it would be advisable to
distribute the text of the Venezuelan state-
ment to members so that they could study
it at their leisure. All Latin-American coun-
tries should be able to take part in a discus-
sion of this matter, but only five of them
were represented at this session. Mr. de
Castroverde consequently requested that,
according to custom, when such important
matters were concerned, the draft submitted
should be brought up at the following session
of the Assembly for a decision to be made.

Mr. Lamarre (Haiti) asked for informa-
tion upon the type of information which
Interpol could send to the Council of Europe
over the radio network which was to be
put at his disposal “for the transmission of
urgent judicial information”.

Mr. Sicot (Secretary General) thought,
like Mr. Singh, that there was no objection
to the consideration of agreements with
other responsible organizations offering such
a degree of security (mainly in regard to
the non-political character of the obliga-
tions). But he stressed that the draft under
consideration was a definite one, that its
principle had been developed with the

Mr. Lamarre (Haiti), Mr. Franssen (Belgium), Mr. Xavier

(Philippines) and Mr. Bel Gnaoui (Morocco) standing
between the two delegates from Ethiopia.
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greatest care and unanimously adopted by
the Executive Committee, in which the As-
sembly could have full confidence. It was
therefore now difficult to go back on a
decision which had been virtually taken.

With regard to the financial aspect of
the question he wished to reassure the In-
dian delegate: no particular expenditure
was envisaged, but if, by chance, some un-
foreseen activity of a continuous nature
was asked of the Organization, it was cer-
tain that any expenditure involved would
be made good.

In reply to the delegate from Haiti, the
Secretary General said that the information
passed would solely concern criminal, legal
and police cases which came under the
heading of ordinary criminal law.

Mr. Lamarre (Haiti) asked why the agree-
ment should be ratified by the I.C.P.O.
Assembly if it was merely a matter of
relations with the Council of Europe. Mr.
Népote replied that this was because it was
not merely the Council of Europe which was
concerned, but also its members, which
were also all of them members of Interpol.
Information would be passed between the
countries themselves and not to the Council
itself. It was simply a matter of sanctioning
a daily routine which had been going on for

some time.

What would happen, asked Mr. Lamarre,
if a European criminal took refuge in

America?

Mr. Népote replied that the usual proce-
dure would be followed. The country con-
cerned would ask the country in which the
wanted person had taken refuge, through
Interpol, to extradite him.

Mr. Sicot (Secretary General) gave the
Assembly his solemn promise that the Exec-
utive Committee and the General Secretariat
would most carefully study all the conse-
quences of the agreement. They would in
particular take into account the need to
strictly avoid any question of a political
character. . ;

Mr. Granier wished to make it clear that
he had not submitted a formal proposal, but
had simply made a suggestion in order to
voice his aspirations and to prepare the
ground for possible future co-operation with
American countries. -He repeated his del-
egation’s approval of the draft agreement
and the hope that consideration would be
given to the idea of regional conferences.
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Mr. Hacq (France) said that there was no
question of dividing Interpol up into a
number of sub-secretariats but to attempt
to obtain the co-operation of international
organizations in all field of interest to In-
terpol.

The Council of Europe was willing to co-
operate, but it was quite possible that other
similar organizations in other parts of the
world might also and they would be wel-
come.

Mr. Knecht (Switzerland), thought that
the question had not been sufficiently ex-
plained and he proposed that the Assembly
postpone its decision until the following
session.

The Secretary General did not agree with
the Swiss point of view, as the principle of
the agreement had already been approved
by the Assembly at its last session and also
by the Executive Committee. If the Assem- .
bly postponed its decision, it would appear
as though it was repudiating both the
Executive Committee and the General Sec-
retariat. This was also the opinion of Mr.
Nuamah, of Ghana. The Assembly should
come to a decision straight away, as several
nations, notably several in Africa, would
soon be gaining their independence and per-
haps become members of Interpol. It was
most likely that they would group together
according to regions and also ask for the help
of the Organization.

Of course, no one was thinking of dividing
Interpol up into regional groups, but simply
of having meetings in various parts of the
world at which representatives of the Sec-
retariat would be present. If the Assembly
accepted the draft agreement with the
Council of Europe, it should also think of
taking similar measures in connection with
organizations of countries in other parts of
the world.

The President put the draft agreement
with the Council of Europe, as amended by
Mr. Zentuti of Libya, to the vote.

The draft agreement was adopted by 33 votes
to nil, with ten abstentions.

Mr. de Castroverde explained that he had
not voted — although he had voiced approv-
al of the agreement at the previous session
— because his country’s ministry of foreign
gffa}itrs had not had time to consider the

raft.

Mr. Kolenc (Yugoslavia) had abstained
because his government did not approve




the principle of such an agreement. He
had moreover supported the statements
made by the Delegate of India on this
subject. In addition, Yugoslavia was not a
member of the Council of Europe. In his
opinion, Interpol should collaborate with the
U.N.O. and other world organizations, but he
did not see the need to sign an agreement
with a body which was not only regional,
but political in character. Moreover, In-
terpol’s activities were specialized and he
failed to see how they might coincide with
those of the Council of Europe.

Mr. Sicot appreciated the Yugoslav del-
egate’s tactful behaviour in abstaining rather
than opposing the adoption of the agree-
ment. The I.C.P.O. was not the only organ-

ization to conclude an agreement with the
Council of Europe. Both the World Health
Organization and the International Labour
Organization had done this before it had. He
wished, however, to assure the Yugoslav
delegate that the I.C.P.O. would limit its
collaboration with the Council of Europe to
the criminal and social fields. In any case,
the Executive Committee and, if necessary,
the General Assembly, would be there to
keep an eye on its activities and, if nec-
essary, rectify any slips.

Miss Destner (Council of Europe) thanked
the Assembly on behalf of the Council of
Europe. She felt that this vote would mark
the beginning of a profitable collaboration
between the two organizations.

[.C.P.O. ACTIVITIES

A) - PROGRESS REPORT AND PROGRAMME
- OF ACTIVITIES

.The Secretary General submitted his pro-
gress report in the customary manner. The
following pages contain almost the whole
of this report.

Part I - Past activities

Relations with affiliate countries.

Generally speaking, it seems that inter-
national relations within the framework of
Interpol have become an essential part of
police work in many countries.

Colombia, which had ceased to collaborate
actively as a result of an internal reorgan-
ization of its administration, resumed normal
co-operation several months ago and we
greatly appreciate this fact.

I should also draw your attention to the
circumstances which affected the attitude of
the Jordanian authorities towards the
I.C.P.O. Their country twice decided to leave
the Organization, but Jordan should still be
considered a permanent member of the
Organization. The last letter from the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs of the Kingdom,
dated 28th July 1959, is categoric and the
government of Jordan has paid its financial
contributions right up to the end of 1959.
We are very pleased to see that this rather
confused situation has mow been rectified.

Finally, we are pleased to have received
a request for membership from the Republic
of Salvador, which would bring the number
of countries affiliated to our organization up

to 63. We very much hope that the several
countries in South America which have not
as yet joined the I.C.P.O. will do so... I am
speaking of Bolivia, Ecuador, Peru and
Paraguay. Similarly with some Asian coun-
tries, such as Irak and Afghanistan, which
at one time contemplated becoming mem-
bers. In regard to the future, there is Africa
in particular, where several territories have
received or will soon receive their inde-
pendence. This freedom will not exempt
them from international crime and they
could hardly find a better means of co-
operation, not only with other African coun-
tries but also other continents, than by be-
coming a member of an organization which
has long ago proved itself and which scru-
pulously keeps out of politics.

Finances.

I shall not stress the financial situation
here, since there is a detailed report on the
subject. However, I would like to say how
much the task of the General Secretariat
has been facilitated by the adoption of two
important measures: the mew method of
calculating national contributions and the
financial regulations. We now have the right
instruments for proper administration and
the results are proving excellent. An indi-
cation of the real success of these reforms
is that in 1958, out of 62 member countries,
fifty-nine paid their financial contribution
in full.

[
The radio network.
Our radio network has become a powerful
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instrument. Since September 1958 we have
increased the Paris central station’s equip-
ment by two one-kilowatt transmitters with
the corresponding aerials. Consequently we
have now seven transmitters working, six of
which are wup-to-date and belong to the
Organization. We are at present negotiating
w.th a view to providing the central station
with an emergency power generator.

These improvements have made possible
a considerable extension in the Interpol radio
network. Last year, I mentioned that Argen-
tina would be linked with the international
network. This became fact in January of
this year and its importance should be stress-
ed. Interpol Buenos Aires is excellently
equipped and, thanks to the understanding
attitude of the Argentine and Chilean
authorities, the links already existing be-
tween Santiago and Buenos-Aires were in-
tegrated in the Interpol radio metwork in
May. Consequently, Brazil, Argentina and
Chile are now included in the Interpol net-
work and we hope that soon, thanks to the
station of Buenos-Aires, both Uruguay and,
strange as it may appear, Canada, will be
included.

A specialist from Iran has already been
to Paris to obtain information on the tech-
nical conditions of a link with Tehran. This
would be a very desirable extension of our
network towards the Asian continent. Provi-
sional radio contact has already been made.

As the area covered by the network is
increasing, so is the volume of traffic. In
1958, 55,172 messages were transmitted over
the whole of the network and of these, 1,226
were general ones. This is an increase of
19% over the figures for the previous year.
The figures for 1959 will show a further
increase.

The problem of frequencies is still of
primary importance and difficult to solve.
In January 1959 we made a consultation
about the use of three frequencies but this
has produced mo results as yet because of
difficulties encountered in only two coun-
tries.

An important general conference on tele-
communications is being held in Geneva
and the interests of the Interpol network
will be taken care of.

While still on the subject of radiocommu-
nications, I should mention the new code
which was promised several years ago. This
is now virtually finished. We shall be talking
about this again during the present session,
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so I will simply say that the work has been
spread out over several years and we have
finally managed to devise a code which,
under some 300 headings, comprises nearly
four thousand expressions wused in inter-
national exchanges of information. The
French edition will be completely finished
in several days and the English wversion in
several weeks. Consequently, the code will
doubtless come into use in 1960.

Police affairs.

It is gratifying to mote that the N.C.B.s,
whose activities were at one time only sym-
bolic, are playing a greater part in co-
operation. One year ago, the General Sec-
retariat received an average of 500 copies of
letters exchanged between the N.C.B. each
month on purely police matters. This figure
is mow 850.

Secondly, the influence of the N.C.B.s in
their own country has become established
and they have really become essential cen-
tres for international police relations. Police
forces in every country are relying more
and more on their competence and potential-
ities. These bodies instituted by the I1.C.P.O.,
one feels, are becoming more effective every
month.

Statistics compiled in 1958 in connection
with N.C.B. activities in six countries
(Australia, Austria, Germany, India, Swit-
zerland and the U.A.R.) show that for the
authorities of other countries, they have
made 235 arrests, made 2,902 identifications
and sent out 18,537 items of information;
these figures are considerably higher than
for 1957,

Unfortunately, as was the case last year,
too few N.C.B. have sent us statistics of their
activities although these would be of great
value in defending the moral and material
interests of the Organization from any at-
tacks which might be made by governments
or other international organizations. It is for
this reason that I am insisting on N.C.B.
regularly drawing up records of their daily
activities.

The General Secretariat itself is still as
active as ever in the field of police affairs
proper. Between 1st June 1957 and 1st June
1958, we dealt with some 2,697 cases, of
which 36 were murders, 151 cases of thejft,
715 cases of breach of trust, swindling or
fraud, 859 cases of counterfeiting, 561 cases
of drug traffic, 72 sexual offences, 129
identifications and 174 cases of other natures.
In connection with the above cases, 330 cir-




culations were issued, 113 of wh.ch request-
ed the arrest of wanted persons, while the
others were preventive in nature. If radio
transmissions are also taken into account,
the results were 136 criminals arrested and
15 identified outside the countries where
they were “wanted”. In addition, 3160 items
of information were supplied.

In conformity with the spirit of Interpol,
with the provisions of Article 3 of the Con-
stitution and the repeated instructions of the
General Assembly and the Executive Com-
mittee, I am constantly on the alert to see
that mo imprudent actions can ever be
attributed to our Organization. In this, I am
sure of the approval of everyone, even of
those who are sometimes forced by circum-
stances to insist on intervention or circula-
tions which the Secretary General must
refuse. This is one of the vital points in our
organization.

Our crime records have been considerably
increased. On 1st June 1959 we had 375,989
general cards concerning approximately
135,000 persons, 27,462 fingerpr.nt cards, 836
descriptive cards and 3,624 photographs of
specialised criminals.

The “Counterfeits and Forgeries” review
still provides regular information on coun-
terfeit currency. It is sent to 78 countries
and territories. From I1st June 1957 to Ist
June 1958, information on 43 new counter-
feits and 143 specimens of genuine money
were published.

With the help of one of the new advisers,
we have this year put into use a little
gadget which we have called the “fals.scope”
and which should make it easier to detect
the characteristics of counterfeits. It has been
issued to most subscribers to the Counterfeits
and Forgeries review.

General activities.

Most conspicuous of all our general activ-
ities was the international seminar on illicit
drug traffic.

As we shall not be having a special discus-
sion on drugs this session, I should mention
that this seminar was held from 9th to 28th
March 1959 at the Organization’s head-
quarters.

There were 63 participants from 33 coun-
tries or territories, i.e.: 25 participants from
ten countr.es in Europe, 10 participants from
eight countries in Africa, 5 participants from
five countries in North and South America
and 23 participants from sixteen countries
in As.a.

Of those participating there were 40 police
officers, 9 civil servants, 8 customs officers
and 6 heads of laboratories.

There were thirty-three lecturers, all of
them highly qualified in ther own field.

In all, there were 54 hours of lectures
followed by discussion, 3 hours of twenty-
minute talks and 21 hours of practical work.

The cost of the seminar to the Organiza-
tion was 18.721 Swiss Frs.

The Administration of the Technical
Assistance of the U.N.O. made the following
thirteen grants: Aden (1), Hong Kong (1),
Indonesia (2), Israel (1), Jamaica (1), Kenya
(1), Lybia (3), the Philippines (1), Tunisia
(1) and Yugoslavia (1), while France also
made seven grants.

' The general atmosphere of the seminar
was extremely pleasant and the contacts
made between people most useful. All were
unanimous in considering this experiment
as an undoubted success and as one which
deserved to be repeated.

— In regard to counterfeit currency, more
countries have bought copies of the in-
structional film on counterfeiting which we
made in 1954. This speaks well of the in-
terest it still arouses.

— International crime statistics for 1955
and 1956 have been published. The value of
future statistics will be all the greater if
the N.C.B. will send us more precise 1in-
formation every year.

— In conformity with the decisions of the
Assembly, studies have been made on forms
of international proxenetism, on extradition
and on the safety of taxi drivers. They will
be presented in the form of reports at the
next ordinary session of the General As-
sembly.

— We have started the publication of
monographs on the organization of the police
in affiliated countries. The series begins with
the French police. A report on the Swiss
police will soon appear and the others will
be published in due course.

— We have continued the series of cire-
ulars on the powers of extradition in vVATIOUS
countries by publishing, since the last .meet-
ing of the General Assembly, information On
eight countries: Ghana, the Netherlands., the
Netherlands Antilles, Norway, Surinam,
Pakistan, the United Arab Republic and
Venezuela.

— Special studies have been made for, or
special information supplied to, the follow-
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ing countries: Argentina, Belgium, Germany,
India, Italy, Japan, Morocco, the Sudan,
Sweden, Tunisia and Venezuela.

In this connection, I should like to repeat
one of my last year’s recommendations: ap-
plications for information of this kind should
always be sent to the General Secretariat
which may already have some or all of the
details requested and which is generally in
the best position to complete the information
by suitable inquiries.

In addition to all these different and some-
times difficult tasks, there is also a large
amount of library work. Between Ist Sep-
tember 1958 and I1st Nowvember 1959, the
I.C.P.O. library received a further 107 wvol-
umes, making a total of 1,449 to which should
be added the 856 monographs and papers on
different subjects. Each month we have re-
ceived 258 reviews from 52 countries. The
four quarterly lists of selected articles have
been published. Containing references to
2,362 articles on criminal law, criminology,
police work, etc. Reviews have been printed
in the International Criminal Police Reuview
of 118 books. On request, we sent 578 micro-
films of articles to 126 departments and
specialists.

The International Criminal Police Review.

The International Criminal Police Review
has appeared regularly, as you will know, in
French, English and Spanish. Only the Ger-
man edition was delayed. This resulted in
some complaints, but our friends in Wies-
baden will be working with us to dissipate
these passing difficulties.

On 1st November 1959 we had 917 sub-
scribers to the French and English editions
of the Review, as compared with 992 the
previous year. This slight decrease is due
to the fact that we had to get rid of those
who failed to pay their subscriptions.

If the eulogistic and encouraging letters
we receive are anything to go by, the In-
ternational Review seems, on the whole, to
contain interesting articles. Coloured illus-
trations are sometimes used.

We are counting on the good will of the
Heads of the N.C.B. to send us good articles,
written by specialists of wvarious kinds. It
should mnot be forgotten that the Inter-
national Criminal Police Review is probably
the most widely circulated police review
because of its editions in several languages
and it is worth mentioning that it contains
no publicity whatsoever. It is therefore im-
portant that each of wus should, in his own
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way, make some contribution to this review,
which is the finest link between the different
police forces.

International and public relations.

As wusual, the I.C.P.O.-Interpol was rep-
resented at all international conferences
where problems liable to interest it were
discussed.

We naturally attach particular importance
to the work of the United Nations and, since
the last Assembly meeting, our represent-
atives have been present at the session of
the Commission on Narcotic Drugs (April
1959), the Seminars on Hwuman Rights in
Buenos Aires (August 1959) and Ceylon
(May 1959) and the Arabian seminary on
the prevention of crime, in Copenhagen
(October 1959).

We also attended the discussions of the
Council of Europe on the prevention of
crime and on a draft international conven-
tion concerning the suppression of road
offences.

A representative of the General Secretariat
was present at a conference of the Inter-
national Civil Aviation Organization on the
legal status of aircraft commanders at which
our previous work on the legal powers of
aircraft commanders was often used as a
basis for discussion. In 1958 and 1959 we
were represented at two wmeetings of the
chiefs of airline security departments.

If this had been an ordinary session, we

Mr. Anwar (U.AR.) on the right and Mr. Wiechmann
(Chile) talking to a journalist.



should have suggested that an air police
committee be formed, in conformity with
the wishes of the Security Officers.

We were also represented at the General
Assembly meetings of the International Air
Transport Association in October 1958 and
October 1959.

Finally, last January, we had a delegate
at the conference organized in Rio by the
Latin-American centre for protection against
currency counterfeiting.

Generally, for reasons of economy, we are
represented by the N.C.B. nearest to the
place where the conference is held and to
which we send the mecessary instructions.

— In previous reports I have stressed
that the press, the radio, television and the
cinema attach great importance to the activ-
ities of our Organization. The public is very
interested in Interpol.

Generally speaking, we are on good terms
with the press. Most articles published on
our Organization are correct, apart from the
little distortions which have to be tolerated.
Broadcasts on French stations which we do
our best to control, are definitely success-
ful. On the other hand, our relations with
the cinema and television are far more dif-
ficult. The love of the sensational and a
wish to over-dramatise often lead them to
distort the truth to such an extent that we
just cannot keep up with them. It will be
remembered that after lengthy negotiations,
we came to an agreement with an important
British company which wished to make a
series of television films on our organiza-
tion and that after several weeks of work,
the producers broke the terms of the agree-
ment which they found too narrow from the
point of view of adaptation. We therefore
cancelled the facilities we had virtually
given them and refused to accept any respon-
sibility for this television program which
may be presented to the public under the
fascinating heading of “Interpol” or “The
International Police”.

As requested by the Assembly last year,
we have been dealing with the legal defence
of the name “Interpol”, which is part of our
official title. Our friend, Dr. Dosi, recently
head of the Italian N.C.B., had copyrighted
the name “Interpol” at the Washington
Copyright Office, for use as the title of any
detective story. Dr. Dosi has very kindly
handed these rights over to us, so that we
have now a legal weapon of some value for

limiting the
“Interpol”.

While we are on the subject, I should
mention that we have protested to the
“Organisation internationale de protection
civile” which has existed for the last four
years and whose initials are the same as
ours in French, though mot in English
(1.C.D.O.). In future, to avoid any confusion,
we shall elways add “Interpol” to the initials
“O.I.P.C” or “I.C.P.O.”.

improper use of the mname

Part 2 - Programma of work

Quite apart from the tasks which natur-
ally fall upon us in connection with ordinary
criminal cases, the work we have set our-
selves to do in the immediate future is con-
siderable, even when one only considers
decisions taken previously. Some tasks have
already been started on while others have
not even been touched.

With regard to the work commenced and
which we must finish, there are: 1) Mon-
ographs on the organization of the police
forces of different countries which I havg
already mentioned; 2) A report on the resti-
tution of seized articles; 3) Analyses of
various police problems, such as clandestine
laboratories for producing drugs; 4) The
training film “Police and Children”, which
is only in the incubation stage; 5) The
system of interdigital classification proposed
by the Australian delegation; this is at pre-
sent being examined by the N.C.B. and a
report will be published for the General
Assembly; 6) The Australian descriptive
code, which is to be studied by the commit-
tee of experts established last year; 7) The
crime statistics for 1957 and 1958 which will
be published in several months’ time; 8) The
extradition powers of various countries; 9)
The report for the United Nations on services
specialising in juvenile delinquency.

With regard to the tasks decided upon but
not yet begun, these are: the regional co_‘nJc er-
ence on drug traffic in South East Asia, to
be held in several weeks’ time in Pakistan;
the protection of cars against theft; the use
of television; the finding of missing persons
and the help the press and radio might
provide; and colour photography and cin-
ematography in criminal investigation.

We should also add our intended particip-
ation in the international meetings of the
United Nations and other organizations
whenever this proves necessary or useful to
the causes which it is our duty to defend.
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In conclusion, I should mention three
projects which have been approved in prin-
ciple by the Execut:ve Committee: a confer-
ence on the problems of currency counter-
feiting, a conference of the heads of Interpol
radio network stations (these two meetings
are mentioned under point 10 of the agenda)
and a seminar based on the previous one
whose subject — of great topical value —
would be road traffic and its connection
with police investigations. This seminar
could last two weeks, and be held some time
between October 1960 and March 1961.

I think that with such a programme,
which is wide, comprehensive and wvaried
and with which our N.C.B’s will be closely
associated, Interpol will be able to mainta.n
and consolidate its moral position and grow-
ing influence, both on the level of police
action and on that of human ideals and
professional doctrine.

The programme is extensive and perhaps
rather too ambitious. Thus, conscious of the
ever increasing responsibilities of the Ge-
neral Secretariat, which must work harder
and take greater care than ever before, I am
sure that you will have sufficient confidence
to allow us to perform our tasks in the order
and at the rate we feel to be best. Internal
difficulties sometimes arise without your
knowing it, the need for changes in priority
at certain times explain delays, while un-
expected events and unexpected accidents
complicate matters. None of these things has
prevented your General Secretariat from
functioning normally in the spirit of inter-
national co-operation with which it is
profoundly imbued. It has managed, and
will manage in the future, under the control
of the Executive Committee, to withstand
all exclusive or disruptive forces and to
help, in so far as it is able, to reduce crime
and awaken consciences.

B) DISCUSSION ON THE PROGRESS
REPORT

The President opened the discussion on
the report and suggested that it be consider-
ed paragraph by paragraph.

Referring to Mr. Sicot’s remarks on the
relations between N.C.B.s, Mr. Hacq (Fran-
ce) said that contacts between the bureaux
were indeed frequent and generally effec-
tive. However, he took this opportunity of
pointing out that some correspondents on
Southern Europe and South America did
not always answer requests sent to them,
particularly when they concerned drug

50

traffic. The General Secretariat had already
approached these countries, but without
much success. He wondered whether the
General Assembly could adopt a recommen-
dation on this subject.

On the subject on international and
public relations, the Secretary General
reported that certain radio and television
concerns sometimes broadcast programmes
on Interpol’s activities and that the General
Secretariat often knew nothing about the
programmes beforehand. He asked all del-
egates to inform the Secretariat if any
such programmes were produced in their
countries.

Mr. de Castroverde (Cuba) said that some
of the radio and television programmes in
Cuba has used the name “Interpol” on
various occasions. After having informed the
General Secretariat of the fact, he had in-
serted announcements in the newspapers
stating that the I.C.P.O. had taken no part
in the production of these programmes.

The progress report for 1958—1959 was adopted
unanimously

During the discussion on the programme
of activities, on the subject of the coming
conference on drug traffic in South-East
Asia, Mr. Ambrose (United States) asked
whether countries from other parts of the
world could send observers to the meeting.

Mr. Sicot reminded the Assembly of
three facts. In the first place, the confer-
ence had been requested by the United
Nations Organization and was to have been
held just before the General Assembly ses-
sion in Lahore. Secondly, Pakistan had de-
cided, in full agreement with the General
Secretariat, to invite representatives from
the countries of South-East Asia to meet in
Lahore from 18th to 23rd January 1960 in
order to discuss drug problems in their own
lands and, thirdly, the Secretariat had con-
sidered widening the range of participants
but had thought it preferable to limit their
number to representatives from the South-
East Asian countries alone.

Mr. Nepote (Deputy Secretary General)
explained that when people spoke of South-
East Asia, they generally meant the area
around Singapore. Because of where the
conference was being held, it had been de-
cided to include Pakistan in South-East Asia
although this, in itself, made the distinction
rather artificial. It was also felt that Japan,
which was directly concerned with this
problem, could also be invited and, from the




geographical point of view, this appeared to
be the widest possible definition. It would
be difficult to change the qualifications for
participants since the invitations had al-
ready been sent out. In addition, it would
probably be advisable to allow the rep-
resentatives from this area to discuss their
common problems among themselves.

Mr. Sicot (Secretary General) said that he
agreed with the point of view which had
been expressed by the Venezuelan delegate
who had suggested that fairly limited re-
gional conferences could give excellent
results.

Mr. Ambrose (United States) stated that
he wished to underline the interest his gov-
ernment felt in drug problems. He never-
theless quite understood the Secretariat’s
attitude.

Mr. Rivett-Carnac (Canada) pointed out
that the situation in his country was very
similar to that in the United States. How-
ever, in view of the reasons given by the
Secretariat, he would not ask if Canada
could send observers to the regional confer-
ence.

On a different subject, Mr. de Castroverde
(Cuba) recalled that, during its session in
London, the General Assembly had decided
to consider a proposal submitted by the
Cuban delegation on the organizing of train-
ing courses for photography technicians.
English and French versions of the relevant
documents would shortly be sent to the Gen-
eral Secretariat for circulation among mem-
bers.

Mr. Sicot (Secretary General) could not
promise that this plan would be studied dur-
ing 1960 as the programme of activities was
already fairly ambitious.

Mr. Hacq (France) had noticed that a
seminar on ‘“road traffic and its connection

with police investigations” was planned for
the winter of 1960/1961. He suggested that
the word “investigations” be changed to
“interventions” since the seminar would deal
with all aspects of road traffic. This altera-
tion was accepted.

Mr. Singh (India) wished to draw the As-
sembly’s attention to the problem of the gold
being smuggled into India and the foreign
currency being smuggled out of the country.
The Assembly had already recognized the
urgent nature of these problems and the
need to try to solve them on the interna-
tional level. The smuggling was undertaken
by international gangs and the Assembly
had decided that all affiliated countries
should provide detailed information about
the members of these gangs. This informa-
tion would be collected by the General
Secretariat and then sent to the countries

concerned. He was sorry to have to say that

the activities of these gangs had not decreas-
ed over the past year and he asked that this
subject be included in the programme of
activities for 1960.

Mr. Nepote (Deputy Secretary General)
said that the Secretariat would continue to
gather all the information, to publish the
circulars giving summaries of the informa-
tion obtained and, in particular cases, would
give the Indian N.C.B. all the help it pos-
sibly could. He wondered, however, whether
the matter could be included in the pro-
gramme of work of the next Assembly.

Mr. Sicot (Secretary General) added that
Mr. Franssen and he had insisted, at a recent
meeting of airline security officers, that a
stricter watch should be kept, especially on
aircraft crews in connection with this
matter.

The programme of activities for 1960 which
had been submitted by the General Secretariat
was adopted without any alterations.

TECHNICAL MATTERS

As was to be expected in view of the
reasons for this extraordinary session and in
view of the short time available for prepar-
ing it, there were not many technical sub-
jects on the agenda. The few, but mever-
theless extremely important, items of this
type on the agenda were mainly dealt with
during the meeting of the Heads of National
Central Bureaux.

A) THE NEW PHRASE CODE

a) During the talk given by Mr. Aubé,
Section Head at the General Secretariat, who
is the author of the code and the person
mainly concerned with its use, the chair was
taken by Mr. de Magius who also presided
over the discussion which followed.

Mr. Aubé emphasized the part that would




