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HE year 1956 will go down in the bistory of our International
Organization as one of the greatest importance. It is the
year of the twenty-fifth session of the General Assembly,

It is interesting to note that, numerically speaking, this meeting
was destined to be one of importance. 1t also marked the tenth
anniversary of the reconstitution of the Organization, which arose
from its ashes, on the initiative of Mr. F. E. Louwage, in 1946,
Appropriately enough, it was held in Vienna, a Vienna mutila-
ted by the war but a Vienna newly freed, after many years of
occupation and P?’O”d of its liberty.

This year also gave the I.C.P.C. the chance 10 rejuvenate
its constitution and, by thorough reform to provide itself with
a legal position worthy of its actual standing in the world.

So it is not astonishing that the twenty-fifth session of the
General Assembly should have taken place in a special atmos-
phere different from all others, of a nature more solemn than usual.

Circumstances will have it, moreover, and by happy chance,
these events are being related in the hundredth number of our review,



OFFICIAL OPENING SESSION

The official character of the Vienna Assem-
bly was Lo be noticed specially at the opening
meeling which was held on 7th June in Lhe
beautiful Hall of Honour of the old Academy
of Science. This meeling was presided over
by the Federal Chancellor Mr. Julius Raab.
Were present:

Mr. Oskar Helmer, Federal Minister of
the Interior,

Dr. Hans Kapper, Federal Minister of
Justice,

Mr. IFranz Jonas, Mayvor of Vienna,

Mr. August Kagl, Viee-governor ol Lower
Auslria,

Mr. Eduard Chaloupka, Director of the
Icederal Chancellor's Cabinel,

Mr. Wilhelm Krechler and Dr. Kurt
Seidler, Directors General of the Ministry of
Juslice,
and many Auslrian High Officials.

The Federal Minister of the Interior, after
expressing Lhe satisfaction of the Austrian
government at having organized this inlerna-
tional congress, said :

This year the International Criminal Police
Commission, which is becoming more and
more poptlar under the name of “Inlerpol”,
meels for the 25lh time. Besides. ten years
have passed since the International (Ira'mfnfrl
Police Commission  starled to work again
after the end of the Second World War, accor-
ding lo the decision of the General ;l.\':;r’ml_)ly
held in Brussels in 1946. Commemoralive
assemblies of this kind are occasions {n look
back upon the past. As you know, ladies u‘nd
gentlemen, a number of police experts coming
from parious countries met in Vienna in 1923,
on the initiative of Austria, to discuss the ques-
tion of inlernalional co-operation in ?ht' field
of criminal police; this vn—np('mhrm head
proved to be necessary at that time already.
Al thal police congress, the setting up (Jf !hr’
International  Criminal Police Conmunisston
was decided, considering the fact that mf!y
immediate  co-operation  of criminal pnlu-'u
forces on an international basits mrmldipr'r'mrl
efficient fight against international crime.

It is nol necessary lo emphasize, before
this audience, that in the course of the last

quarter of the cenlury the International
Criminal Police Commission has become an
importanl organization. All of you know by
your daily work that only your Organizalion
will serve to fight preseni-time crime across
nalional frontiers and wilh weapons that are
up-lo-dale.  As soon as 1938 the idea of inter-
national co-operation in the field of criminal
police was so strong that it survived the
period during which co-operation was inter-
rupted by the Second World War: shortly
after the end of the war, in 1946, the General
Assembly met on the initialive of your vene-
rable President. Al this m(’vlz’fzq it was
decided unanimously to take up worlk again.
The Austrians welcomed this decision and in
1947, although our country was occupied, we
accepled with pleasure the invitation to collu-
borate. For the last ten years your Organi-
zation has much evolved. Tr;day. at the
opening of the 25th session of the General
Assembly, we can affirm with great satisfac-
lion [I_mt‘ the International Criminal Police
Commission is stronger than cver and that il
is now an inlernational organizalion of consi-
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derable exlent, an organizalion which has
become an indispensable instrument for the
fight against crime, thanks to the successfu!
work which has been done down to this day.
There is another reason why it is meet (o
attach particular importance to this General
Assembly.

During the coming meelings, you will have
to deal with a statute reform that will enable
you, as I hope firmly, to consolidale and to
perfect the idea of international co-operation
in the field of criminal police; this idea took
shape for the first time in Vienna, 25 years
ago.

Mr. President, ladies and gentlemen, let me
welcome you in Austria and greel heartily all
of you, expressing the hope that you will
enjoy your stay in our country. [ wish (hal
your deliberations will be successful and thal
the 2bth General Assembly will be a remar-
kable event in the history of your Organiza-
tion.

I declare that the 25th session of the Gene-
ral Assembly of the Internalional Criminal
Police Commission is opened.,

The President of the IC.P.C., Mr. F.E.
Louwage (Belgium) made the following ans-
wer to the Minister of the Interior :

We are glad to meet {n this ancienl cily
of “Vindomina”, later called Vienna, capilal
of the old imperial Ostmark, In spite of its
wars—due lo ils geographical situation bel-
ween the powers of the east and the wesl—
and the destruction which this implies, it has
a'ways managed to rise rapidly from the ruains
ecoen better than before. This courage of the
Austrian people is only equalled by ils kind-
ness and friendliness to the foreigners who
gravilate toward it from [he rest of the world
to admire the beaulies of the Auslrian
counltryside.

Bul it is not only for these reasons thal we
are so happy to be here. It is above all becaise
in 1923, thanks to the happy inspiration
of Dr. Hans Schober, then Police President,
that the International Criminal Police Com-
mission [first saw light of day in this capilal,
where il remained until 1938, (hal year of
sad remembrances.

[ am sure I speak for all of us when I pay
{ribule to the work done by the police of
Vienna in organizing and developing our
international Organizalion, We warmly thank
Austria for the sacrifices it has made so thal
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Lhe Internalional Commission might conlinue
{o exist and grow.

Soon after the re-establishment of  the
I.C.P.C., although the seal of our Organizalion
had lo be changed, because of (he evnents
brought about by the second world war, (he
Austrian police came lo our assisltance wilhout
reservation.

It is with greal emolion. your Excelleney,
that we heard the praises which you addressed
to the International Criminal Police Commis-
sion, which consequently reflect on all mem-
ber states and delegales.

It would be pointless to insist further upon
the merits of the 1.C.P.C., commonly known
as Interpol. The governmenls, the press and
the public of the whole world now know that
our Organizalion (s among all internalional
orqanizalions the one which, lhrough jts
complicated machinery, is constantly at worj;
in all four quarlers of the globe and aclively
engaged in rendering greal service to hume-
nity by its constant protection of the lives and
property of honest citizens.

Your Excellency, in the name of (he 118§
delegates here representing forty of the fifty-
five member counlries, I offer you heartfelt
thanks for absenting yourself from your
numerous duties lo open our Assembly and
also for your greal efforls in convincing your
government that Vienna should be chosen qs
the place where the tenth anniversary of the
rebirth  of our International  Commission
should be celebrated.

To you, your Excellency, to Vice President
Krechler, Dr. Wallerskirchen and all your
collaborators, we express our gratitude for the
wonderful hospitalily which you offer us.

We would also like lo express our thanks
lo the high officials and magistrates who, by



their presence, increase the solemnity of this
meeling.

Unfortunately all our friends who have
faithfully attended our previous meeting are
not with us loday. 1 am thinking in parti-
cular of Dr. Harry Séderman, reporter gene-
ral, who died on 16th March 1956.

Several days before his death he was pre-
sent at the meeting of the Executive Commil-
tee. His robustness, his spontancous lempe-
rament and extensive knowledge were mani-
fested to such a high degree that no one
could have thought that his death was so
near.

In presenling to Mrs S6derman and her chil-
dren our sincere sympalhy, shall we observe
a minule’s silence in loken of our respect.

Mr. Burgomaster,

It is for us a very nice surprise that you
wished to altend this opening session in order
to bring us the kind feelings of Vienna.

Your presence here symbolizes the ancient
hospitality  of the Viennese population to

whom, in your person, we present our best
thanks.

Mr. Franz Jonas, Mayor of Vienna, then
welcomed the delegates in the Austrian
capital. After reminding the Assembly that
Vienna had been, at the beginning, the head-
quarters of the Organization, he added:

I am well aware that your deliberations
are of greatest importance and will be of
advantage to the sphere of public safety on an
inlernational plane. However, I hope that
besides your important discussions you will be
given an opportunity to become acquainted
with the life, the reconstruclion work and the
sight of our city.

If even there was a reason to tell the myth
of the “Third Man*, you all can see today
that our city has become a busy community
which is now less likely to suffer from crimi-
nal oulrages, a circumstance due above all to
ils social progress.

Wishing the best of success to your debates,
I sincerely trust that you will return to your
respective countries, favourably impressed by
your stay in Vienna.»

PROGRESS REPORT

The actual work of the Assembly did not
start until the afternoon. The meeling was
held in the Schloss Belvedere.

It was Mr. Sicot who opened the proceedings
with the progress report given below, which
is, in fact, an account of his five years’
stewardship:

“Five years ago, «¢'most to the day, at the
twenlieth session of the General Assembdly in
Lisbon, 1 was done the honour of being
entrusted with the position of Secretary Gene-
ral of the 1.C.P.C.

My term of office has now almost expired.

I am therefore going to present lo you an
account of the work am*omplished during the
last five years. This will notl, however, pre-
vent me from detailing the work accomplish-
ed recenlly, so you will learn what we have
done during the last year.

Our efforts, of course, were direcled cons-
tanlly towards the lusk of combating interna-

tional crime, the primary object of our
Organization. .

From 1931 to 1955 inclusive, the General
Secretariat has sent out 576 international
circulations requesting arrests of wanted men.
Of these, 317 were arrested, 161 of them in a
country other than the one requesting their
arrest. These figures are genuine. They may
not be enormous, bul they are at least true.

Some 558 persons, considered to be profes-
sional international criminals, were reported
as individuals who should be watched.

In all, for various reasons, two thousand
international circulations were sent out for
the information of police forces.

During the same time, we have been able
to identify with certainty 44 recidivists, who
had been arrested under assumed idenlities,
and whose true identities even the collabora-
ltion of various National Central Bureanx had
failed to reveal.
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Over the last twelve months, the results
obtained by the General Secretariat are:

— 119 inlernational circulations concerning
wanted persons,

— 88 persons arrested,

— 127 circulations
lance of suspects,
16 definite idenlificalions.

concerning the surveil-

I wounld like lo stress the fact that the
[.C.P.C. General Secrelariat does not wish lo
encumber ils records department with useless
files. It only lakes aclions in cases which
are truly international.

During the same period (since June 1935),
we inlervened in 2,139 police cases, sending
2,474 noles of information to the police or
legal departments of the counlries concerned.
These cases are specific ones, where the lime
and place are known, some of them being indi-
vidual ones

But also, over the lasl few years we have
produced extensive reporls of various types
of crime which have a clearly international
character:

— Smuggling by light surface craft in the
Medilerranean, substitulion thefts, dia-
mond thefts and smugyling from Africa,
the illicit drug traffic between the Middle
East and FEurope, car thefts, slolen and
forged travellers’ cheques, miscellaneous
cases of counterfeiting, international pick-
pocketls whose descriptions are being print-
ed in book form. In addition, there are
the annual reports on illicit drug traffic
throughout the world and the work done
by the Delegaled Office of The Hague for
the suppression of counterfeiting. Since
1st January 1952, information concerning
303 different lypes of counterfeil has been
published 32 of these since last June. The
whole concerns 22 countries.

I would like to mention an importanl modi-
fication in the “Counterfeils and Forgeries”
review. Since 1952 it has contained a section
devoted to genuine money, printed in four
different languages. A regional edition in
German was brought out with the help of
Viennese Banks and Banlers, whom I would
now like lo thank for their collaboralion.
These lwo publications are to-day a greal suc-
COSS.

All this work has been based on the informa-
tion sent by the Central Nalional Bureaux.
In spite of the dryness of figures, I feel musl
give you the following ones:
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235,000 individual cards concerning about
90,000 persons;

— 17,200 fingerprint cards;

— 500 cards for identificalion from de-
scription;

= 3,000 cards for idenlification from pho-
tographs;
61,539 case files, the conlents of 5,000
which have been transferred to perforated
cards over the last three years.

In short, owing lo excellent co-operation
with member counldries, we have more than
[ripled the information we had in 1951.

Lverything 1 have so far mentioned is re-
luled to the aclual activilties of the [.C.P.C.
General Secrelarial, but the general aclivilies
of Interpol is also, and above all, represented
by the activities of the National Central Bu-
reaux in their direct contacls and according
lo the rules of co-operation thal they have
drawn up logether. Iach day, these N.C.B.
deal with scores of criminal cases. On this
point I have no general slatistics, bul from the
annual aclivity reports, I can say, for cxam-
ple, that in 1955 ten couniries deall with
criminal cases which terminaled in the arrest,
in their country, of 272 persons, wilh a view
to extradition. In relurn, these same ten
countries were able to oblain the arrest, in
some other country, of 399 wanted persons.,

Still in 1955, these ten countries identified,
for other countries, 2,821 persons while other
countries identified 2,188 persons for them.



T'he work done by the 1.C.P.C. has lherefore
been considerable.

ES
E

Interest in these main  activities of the
1.C.P.C. should not obscure the fact that our
Organizalion has not been idle in many other
fields.

Over the last five years we have constantly
affirmed our interest in the prevenlive and
social rale of the police.

After having established our general policy
during previous meelings of the Assembly, we
were then in a position to tackle definite pro-
blems:

Last year, we published a detailed study of
police boys’ clubs. Il mel wilh considerable
success.  This year we have for your discus-
ston « model programme for the training of
police personnel, who are to specialize in
juvenile matters.

It is because of this same ideal that we have
reqularly taken part in all the great interng-
tional meetings concerned with criminology,
in the work of groups of experts and the
world congress for the prevention of crime
and the lrealment of delinquenls, organized
periodically by the Uniled Nations.,

The 1.C.P.C. was also represented at the
congress of the International Criminal Loy
Associalion, the International Sociely for So-
cial Defence, the Hispano-Luso-American Pe-
nal and Penitentiary Congresses held in 1959-

1954 and the meetings of the International
Civil Aviation Organization in 1955-1956.

With regard to the general study of crime,
in two small booklets published in 1954 and
1956, we gave details of crime stalistics for
different countries from 1950 and, from these
documents, we oblained statistics mainly con-
cerning juvenile delinquency. All these works
were presented to the United Nalions.

We also dealt with other more special pro-
blems, such as air traffic and its relalion to
police problems. The measures we recom-
mended for the identification of air accident
viclims were included in an official manual
published by 1.C.A.0. and 1.A.T.A. We also
organized meetings at which the chief airline
companies discussed air travel, securily on
acrodromes and thefts commilted in connec-
tion with air transport.

In the field of extradition, which is so im-
porlant in police matters, since 1954 we have
published notes giving accurate informalion
concerning the powers of the police forces in
this connection in fifteen different counlries.
Seven others are being prepared.

Last February we achicved a noleworthy
success at a meeting of the Council of Europe.
The Commillee of Experls of the govern-
menls who are members of this council exa-
mined a draft common trealy of extradilion
and decided that requests for provisional
arrest could be sent from the various nalional
judicial authorities to each other through il_w
1.C.P.C. I have therefore greal pleasure in
congratulaling and thanking Mr. Adam. the
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representalive here of the Council of Europe,
for his comprehension and tenacity in ex-
plaining the possibilities of our Organization.
It was on ils own initiative that the Council
of Europe asked our opinion on the question
of extradition.

In connection with purely criminalistic mat-
ters, I would like to mention the work done
on the problems of identification (Mr. Santa-
maria’s report) of counterfeits (new electronic
processes), forging of cheques, etc. 1 dot not,
however, intend to name the many reporls
presented at the various meetings of the As-
sembly.

[ will merely add that at the request of «
particular country we have from time lo lime
provided notes or information on various pro-
blems. For example, during the last twelve
months we have sent lo India delails of uni-
versity training in criminology, to Sweden
informalion concerning car thefts, to Pakis-
tan information relative to potassium cyanide
poisoning and to Singapore a study on the
prevention of crime by the education of public
opinion.

*
* Xk

Our activities in the field of criminology
are based on first class technical information
which is constantly being added to. Our li-
brary contained 350 books and monographs
in 1951. To-day, there are 1,300 and it con-
tains complete collections of 240 police and
legal reviews published in 53 different coun-
tries.

All these books and reviews, together wilh
reports and documents published by the
United Nations and various criminological
societies can be referred to by means of an
index containing 18,000 cards, so that any po-
lice department or individual can immediate-
ly be sent information on any question among
those which we deal with.

This collectton of information is put wilhin
the reach of all by the publication of a quar-
terly list of selected books and articles. Since
1951 we have received and satisfied 1,879 re-
quests for reproductions of arlicles from all
over the world—>537 in the last twelve months.

Another importanl achievement of the last
five years is the instructional film on coun-
lerfeiting and its suppression, whose idea was
conceived some time ago. A namber of police
schools have already copies of it in their pos-
session.
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Since the lust meeling we have sold cleven
more copies of this film, which means that
twenty-seven counlries have bought thirly-
three copies between them. The 1.C.P.C. has
thus been able lo cover expenses and even
made a small profil. So the success of this
venture has been complete, both technically
and financially.

Finally, we have made great efforts lo im-
prove the Inlernational Criminal Police Re-
view, which is our best means of exrpression
in the criminological and police world.

Owing lo the kind help of the Spanish and
German authorilies, on 1st January 1954 we
were able to publish new editions in Spanish
and German. Our publication is consequently
betler understood and has been made avail-
able lo a still more considerable number of
police officers, magistrales, jurists and crim-
inologisls now there is no longer the obstacle
of language to prevent it. ’

After having made the review more attract-
ive in appearance, we have, specially over the
last twelve months made «a special effort to
further improve, if not the quanlity, al am
rate the quality of ils arlicles and I am ul)lﬁ
(o announce that in the coming numbers m'n)
inleresting articles wrilten by eminent sp(:-
cialists will be published. '

Since the beginning of the year, we have
carried out a campaign lo ensure more indi-
vidual subscriplions.

The magnitude of our success may  be
judged by the fact thal the number of' sub;
scribers has more than doubled in the last
four months, increasing from 326 on 1st Fe-
bruary to 710 on 1si June.

.
* %

There is no need for me to say that although
this figure is encouraging, it is slill not m'(u.'ll/
high enough. We hope to be able to im prove
them with the help of the Heads of the N.C.B.

The activities of the L.C.P.C. in the inter-
national world have made known to a certain
extent the nature of the organization which is
now known under the name of Interpol.

First of all, lo the governments.

In 1951, thirly-seven countries were mem-
bers of the 1.C.P.C. In five years, in spite of
the fact that several East European members
dropped oul, eighleen more counlries joined.
The ones since the last Assembly meeting in




Istanbul are: Saudi Arabia, Cambodia, Jordan,
and only very recently Sudan, whose repre-
sentative we have great pleasure in welcom-
ing. We now rejoice in the official co-opera-
tion of fifty five countries, so that if one may
judge the importance of a body by the number
of counlries laking part in it, our Organizalion
is in the forefront of them all.

The most important of international orga-
nizations either lend us lheir support or ask
us to collaborate.

The United Nations Economic and Social
Council in 1954, in ralifying a proposal of the
Narcolics Commission, recommended govern-
menls lo co-operate with us in the drive
against the illicil drug lraffic.

In speaking of the United Nations, I would
like to say how happy we are to have been
able to establish close and particularly con-
fident relations wilh the Narcolics Division,
whose head, Mr. Yates, the representative of
the United Nations Secrelary General, is with
us lto-day.

We are also in close touch with the Division
of Social Affairs, which has asked our help
in problems of social protection.

UNESCO has, in particular, consulted us on
the methods lo be used in the protection of
works of arl and museuns.

The W.H.O. is constantly in touch with us
on matlers of drug traffic.

The Council of Europe, as I have already

mentioned, has entrusted us with the work of
inlervening officially in the execution of
measures of extradition.

The press, the radio and television are be-
coming more and more interested in the work
of our Organization, which is even now draw-
ing the attention of private individuals.

It is possibly this reputation which causes
us lo be frequently asked to take part in
exhibitions generally concerning either the
work of the police or that of cerlain inter-
national organizalions.

Last year, after having taken part in the
“Salon International des Faux' (Internation-
al Erhibition of Forgeries) in Paris, we are
now actively preparing to take part in an
important  international police  exhibition
which is to be held in Germany in September.
We are attempting, for the benefit of all exhi-
bitions of this kind, to present the organiza-
tion, action and results of the 1.C.P.CC. in the
best and cheapest way.

In order to meet obligations which are as
varied as they are interesting and to increase
our activilies, we have had lo increase or im-
prove the means at our disposal.

We have, mainly between 1951 and 1953,
constantly increased the number of our per-
sonnel in the General Secretariat, bringing
the total up to forty-eight, of which forty-
three are in Paris and the rest in The Hague.

But most of all, in 1953, we endowed the
General Secretariat with a veritable adminis-
trative structure by clearly sharing out the
work and responsibilities between four sec-
tions each divided into several groups, and
the Delegated Office at The Hague.

To-day the General Secretariat constitutes
a small international body. We have several
times expressed our wish to emphasize the
international character of our Organization
by having trainee officials from different
countries work for a time with us at the Gen-
eral Secretariat. Thanks to the comprehen-
sion of the Thailand police, we have had with
us since 1st April a captain. of the Bangkok
police, who is to stay with us for one year
and is present at this meeting.

With regard lo technical equipment, the
French Government granted us an exceptional
loan to allow us to build a radio station with
two three-kilowalt transmitters and capable
of meeting our most urgent needs. There is
little need for me to stress the vital impor-
tance of this radio network for effectively
combating the work of international criminals
who move about with an ever increasing and
disconcerting speed throughout this rapidly
diminishing world of ours. Two figures will
demonstrate the way in which our network
has developed: in 1935, all the stations to-
gether transmitted 30,812 messages, while the
central station alone dispatched 882 general
messages.

In order to improve the working of the net-
work, which gives rise to many difficult tech-
nical problems, a meeting was held in Paris
last April, in conformity with the wishes ex-
pressed by the last General Assembly, at
which the Heads of the stations of our net-
work were present. This meeting, although
it was of course unable of itself to solve the
problems of additiona! equipment and the
allocation of frequencies, nevertheless made
some interesting technical decisions and ex-
pressed some extremely interesting and useful
suggestions. I am now able to say that an
improvement has been noticed in the daily
working of the radio network.
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Several months ago, in conformily with a
decision made last year, the General Secrela-
riat moved to an attractive building in the
Etoile district of Paris. These premises,
which are now quile suitable for our needs,
make it possible for our Organizalion to de-
velop considerably and to receive our guests
in a suitable manner.

Since last year, owing to special financial
aid from the Spanish authorilies, we have
been able to use three lunguages in our As-
sembly meetings and to adopt simultanecous
interpretation. This facilitates the work and
appears to give satisfaction to everyone.

Finally, during the last two years, we have
been working upon a scheme for the reform
of the constitution of our Commission which
has need of « firmer legal basis, owing lo
its internalional work, which is constantly
evolving with events.

Mr. SICOT (ecentre), presenls Mr. BAUGHMAN (U.5.A
to Herr RAAB, the Chancellor.

This reform, I hope, will be compleled lo
our general satisfaction during the present
session.

The fact that we are lo-day able lo presenl
to you «a number of achievemenls which
appears to us rather impressive, is not only
die to sustained activity, constant vigilance
and a spiril of iniliative which was sometimes
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accompanied by a cerlain amount of daring,
but above all lo the confidence you have
placed in us and the understanding and back-
ing you have always accorded to the General
Secrelariat.

When I started my term of office in 1951,
my predecessor and friend Louis Ducloux
handed over to me a task which was though
perhaps not very easy, at any rate an ([_(]l'tl.’(’-
able one, for the 1L.C.P.C. established first of
all in Vienna, and re-established in Brussels,
had acquired a considerable renown. The
General Secretariat had not only solid founda-
tions, but all the main framework had been
built. All that remained to do was to fill in
the detail and provide it with suitable furnish-
ings.

Guided by the wise advice of our President
Mr. Louwage, whose incomparable experience
and prodigious activily have always ecarned
my profound respect, assisted by the valuable
and friendly help of my colleagues on the
Executive Commiltee, supported by a compe-
tent and dynamic assistant and surrounded by
capable and devoled collaborators, I had the
benefit of the extensive help of the National
Central Bureaux. With greal assiduily, the
member countries have supported our efforts
and greatly contributed lo international police
co-operation, a task which was new to a« num-
ber of them. It was the N.C.B. who made it
possible for us to implement the resolutions
passed by the General Assembly. Moreover,
if one is to judge the work of the 1.C.P.C. as
a whole correctly and impartially, one should
analyse the activilies of the National Central
Bureaqux in as much detail. I would here like
to express my gralitude for the invaluable co-
operalion of the heads ()f the N.C.B., who
apparently bear me no tl-will for all the de-
mands I have made of them and the obseryq-
tions I sometimes make.

I am well aware that there are some mat-
ters which have been left undone and that the
work accomplished over the last five years has
not always been absolutely perfect, but I am
sure that you will not cry “foul weather” be-
cause of one small cloud.

We also know that several resolutions pre-
viously adopled for example could nol be
carried with sufficient thoroughness. I am
thinking just now of the remaking of the code
of abbreviations for lransmission, the interna-
tional fire-arms index and the codification of
descriptions based on the work of the Austra-
lian specialist, Mr. J. Baird. The General
Secrelarial will attempl to make good these



deficiencies, but I am afraid thal there are
more extensive tasks in wail in the near fu-
ture for our Organization, tasks which will
have lo be tackled with confidence and the
will to succeed.

If, as I greatly hope, the General Assembly
is able lo endow our Organization during the
present session with the firm legal basis ne-
cessary for its development, it will have to put
it into practice and at the same time ensure
continuity with its noleworthy past.

Another thing which must be done, and
without delay, is to revise the financial policy
of the 1.C.P.C., by devising, as was suggesled
last year, a more judicious way of sharing
erpenses between the member countries and
by reducing those which France has, excep-
tionally, agreed to bear up to now. The ten-
dency should be to a wider autonomy, which
should be possible when the N.C.B. are able
lo base their action on «a firmer legal basis,
and this shows the need for the new constitu-
tion.

A way should be found of completing the
equipment of the central station of the Inter-
national radio network, so as to ensure proper
communicalions al any rale on the present
network, as this is of vital imporlance to our
Organizalion.

In regard to the lracking down of inter-
nalional criminals, our methods appear on
the whole lo be saclisfactory and the progress
lo be made is mainly in an increased partici-
pation of the National Central Bureaur.

Considering the noloriety which our Organi-
zation enjoys in the eriminal world, I consider
that it is important resolutely to continue our
efforts, espectally in connection with technic-
al problems and in the social and preventive
aspecls of the police. Our work in this field
would especially interest new states.  Pre-
vention and suppression are inseparable and
are lwo aspecls of social protection.

For the benefit of the police forces and to
ensure more uniform methods, we might con-
sider the production of another technical film
on some subject to be determined, basing it
on the principles of production, financing and
distribution which ensured the success of the
last one.

We must ensure «a greater internationaliza-
tion of the personnel of the General Secreta-
riat and I hope that the example shown by
Thailand will be followed by others.

If, in the years to come, the I1.C.P.C. is able
to accomplish these matters, it will add to the
renown which it has already ecarned in inter-
national life.  But however important its
achievements and immediale possibilities, one
should never forgel that nothing could have
been done without the determination and will
of a few pioneers and it is with profound gra-
titude that I think of President Hans Schober,
the founder of the 1.C.P.C. and the great merit
of Austria, who created and over so many
years organized the worlk we are to-day con-
tinuing, while doing our best to develop and
adapt il to the terrible necessities of presenl-
day life.

The Assembly approved entirely the pro-
gress report presented by the Secretary Gen-
eral to whom the President addressed his
congratulations for dealing so well with the
task entrusted to him.

Mr. Zentuli (Libya) who was the first repre-
sentalive of Libya to attend our General As-
sembly spoke on behalf of his government,
saying that his country will do the utmost to
co-operate to the activities of our Organiza-

Herr W. KRRECHLER, Director General of the Auslrian
Public Security Department.
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tion and to respect its constitution. Greal dil-
ficulties had to be overcome in order to orga-
nize in 1954 the police force of the United
Kingdom of Libya. Although international
crime did not raise many problems in Libya,
his government understood the importance of
the activities of the I.C.P.C. and thus decided
to join the I.C.P.C. This membership would
most probably bring great advantages, as he
could already see from the matters dealt with
during the sessions of the General Assembly
and also from the co-operalion of all perma-
nent departments which he could experience
every day.

Mr. Salazar-Movilla (Colombia) was happy
to note that the Spanish language had been
definitively adopted for the work of the Gen-
eral Assembly. Colombia took a deep interest
in the debates on the agenda of the present
session and considered that the problem of
juvenile delinquency was a particularly im-
portant one. Mr. Salazar Movilla conveyed to
the Assembly the congratulations of the Co-
lombian police.

Mr. Chesson (Liberia) stressed the increas-
ing importance of the activities of his country
on an international plane and he pointed out
that, considering its geographical position, it
was the meeting point of many traffickers in
gold and drugs. Liberia certainly collabo-

Mr. HELMER (right), welcomes Mr. GHESSON  Liberia.

rated very actively and salisfactorily with the
police forces of the ncigh]murin;_;' countries
under French or British authority: butl a true
international police collaboration requested a
wider field of action. Mr. Chesson recalled
that Liberia had already received verv useful
information from the LC.P.C. and he an-
nounced that his country was officially be-
coming a member of our Org:mizulinn.‘

REFORM OF THE CONSTITUTION

The Assembly then went on to discuss an
important project for the reform ol the cons-
titution of the Organization.

It will be remembered that at the Istanbul
meeting of the General Assembly last year,
the Executive Committee presented a draft
which, after discussion, was referred Lo a sub-
committee entrusted with the lask of drawing
up a new text. This sub-committee, presided
over by Mr. Van der Minne (Netherlands),
worked both in Istanbul during the session
and between 31st May and 4th June in Salz-
burg, just before the Vienna session of the
Assembly.
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Al these meelings, a very delailed draft
constitution, together with general regulations
were drawn up by the Sub-Committee.

The main poinls of lhese were the follow-
ing:

~ The Organizalion became Lhe “INTERNA-
TIONAL CRIMINAL POLICE ORGANIZA-
TION”;

- A “Member” was defined as being any
official police department which l)elc)nge;l
to the Organization with the approval of
the appropriate governmental authority in
ils country;




Messrs,
ared VAN

CANTAING (France)
DER MINNE (Nelherlands),

The general aims of the Organizalion re-
muained the same as in the past, though
Lthey were extended lo mallers of g pre-
ventive nalure.  Religious, racial, mili-
Lary and political matters remained for-
bidden ground;

The number of persons on the Executive
Committee wuas “judiciously divided be-
Lween the different parts of lhe world and
increased to nine, (the President, two Vice-
Presidenls and six Delegates);

The Secretary General became the chief
official of the Organization and, as such,
may be chosen freely. He need not be y
member of an official delegation;

- The Constitution contained a number of
provisions which tended to preserve or in-
crease Lhe independence of the Organiza-
tion, both in the moral and financial fields;

- The General Regulations laid down a col-
leclion of procedures applicable to the dif-
lerent aspecls of the work of the Organi-
zation.

It would be pointless here to give an ac-
count of the technical discussions on the
fifty-live articles of the Constitution and the
sixty articles of the General Regulations. In
fact the Assembly devoted the greater part of
its time to them. Although the task was
immense, the Assembly, with the guidance of
the Sub-Committee, was nevertheless able to
complete it, thanks to an absolutely remark-
able spirit of co-operation on the part of all
the delegations. All the articles were adopt-
ed, either unanimously or by a large majority.
Moreover, the voting on the various texts re-
flected this profound desire for reform: the
Constitution was adopted by thirty-six voles
to nil with one abstention (Argentina, whose
representalive had nol received instructions
from his government). The General Regula-
tions were adopted by thirty-seven votes to
nil.

By these two decisions, the Vienna General
Assembly truly fulfilled its task and brought
about a reform of considerable extent.

The text of the new Constitution of the
Criminal Police Organization is to be found
in this issue of the Review. Owing to the fact
that the General Regulations simply deal with
matters of procedure, we considered that
there was little point in including them here.

THE JUVENILES POLICE AND ITS TRAINING

The 1.C.P.C. had for a long time had ils own
views regarding the general outlines of the
social role of the police and in 1954 decided
lo lackle, by stages, the various aspects of the
problem and to see what practical solulions
could be found for application by the police.

Readers of our review will lasl year have

noticed the report on “Police Boys' Clubs”.
This time a reporlt was submitted to the Gen-
eral Assembly on the training of police in
malters connected with juvenile delinquency.
This contained a model programme which the
police forces of different countries might refer
to for the Llraining of those of their officials
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who wished to specialize in juvenile delin-
quency.

The report was based on the idea that there
are two main groups of police: those who give
and co-ordinate orders and those who execule
these orders. Each of these were divided inlo
two. All officers should receive general train-
ing in juvenile delinquency but those who
were in constant contact with juveniles, either
in the giving of orders or in the execulion of
them, should be specially trained.

But what kind of officers should specialize
in the fight against juvenile delinquency, and
altempt to prevent it? The report considers
that these specialists should first of all be
volunteers, as those who did this sort of work
should really want to do it. They should be
yvoung and in perfect condition. Physical de-
fects, a sluggish mind, ete. were serious obs-
tacles to a direct and useful contact between
adult and minor.

Finally, specialists should be mentally and
morally well balanced. Officers with mental
instability or abnormal lendencies might have
serious effects.

After very careful selection, the men will
have to undergo specialized training.

The general training given to all police of-
ficers should contain the following ideas: the

juvenile delinquent is first and foremost a
juvenile; when a young person has to spend
some time in a police stalion, he should be
spared conlacl wilh adult delinquents. He
should never be bullied or humiliated. An
attempt should be made to make him under-
stand the law rather than to impose il on
him. The behaviour of children should be
regarded in a saner and more realislic light:
the “scrounging” of an apple, for instance, is
no sin. Idle children should be systematical-
ly passed on lo the schools, sporls grounds,
youth clubs, ete.  Watch should be kept on
public houses and districts frequented by un-
desirable characters. Arrest should be avoid-
ed as far as possible. It was usually enough
to take the child home to his parents and
identifly him.

Too much weight should not be given to
Lhe statements or evidence of children. The
child of to-day was the adull of to-morrow. If
he had confidence in the police, he would con-
tinue to have that confidence when he grew
up. It should be possible, according lo the
report, lo teach all these principles in ‘:l course
of six lectures which should be on: child psy-
chology, the causes of juvenile (lelinqu(m(fv‘
types of juvenile delinquency, the legal posi-
lion of the minor, co-operation between pa-
rents, masters, welfare workers and the po-
lice, and contacts belween police officers and
juveniles.

The scandinavian delegales,



