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Remarks by the Minister of Police,
Republic of South Africa,
Minister Nathi Mthethwa on the occasion of
The 79" INTERPOL General Assembly, Doha, Qatar.
08 November, 2010.

Mr. Khoo Boon Hui, President of INTERPOL,
Mr. Ronald K. Noble, Secretary General of INTERPOL.

Crown Prince of Qatar, HR the Heir Apparent Sheikh Thamim bin
t
Harhad Al Thani

Honorable Minister of Interior, Qatar, Sheikh Abdullah bin Khalifa Al
Thani.

anorable Ministers present
Police Chiefs present
Distinguished guests.

Ladies and Gentlemen.

It is an hohour to address this august gathering on behalf of the government of South
Affica.

Qur gathering today, in Doha the Capital city of Qatar confirms our belief that crime is a
scourge that does not respect borders, with syndicates that have made the entire globe

the theatre of their operations.
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The formation of INTERPOL in 1923 was humanity’s expression and recognition that
crime and criminality is number one enemy of social progress against humankind.

lnt':arp:ol is the largest intemational police organization, with 188 member countries. :It
facilitates cross-border police co-operation, and supports and assists all organizations,
authorities and services whose mission is to prevent or combat intemational crime.

INTERPOL aims to facilitate intemational police co-operation even where diplomatic
relations do not exist between particular countries. Action is taken within the limits of
existing laws in different countries and in the spirit of the Universal Declaration of

Human Rights.

The theme for the 79 INTERPOL General Assembly ‘Connecting Police for a Safer
World’ resonates with the founding principles of this august organization.

FIFA World Cup

The hosting of successful FIFA World Cup by an African country, to us was a
demonstration of an element of a dynamic political, social and economic process of a
world redefining itéetf in the era of globalization. We have as Africans declared this
cenmry as African Century. As such we see the hosting of FIFA World Cup as Africans
hosting the world in South Africa. Indeed this was a truly African World Cup.

The South African Govemnment's security doctrine is premised on the understanding
that promoting mutual friendship amongst the people and nations of the world is

paramount to the provision of security.

The field of major event planning, preparation and support has increased significantly in
recerjat years. The threat of terrorism and event disruption has forced host countries to
dedicate more time and resources to these events. Increasingly, member countries are
requésting support from INTERPOL, not only in the lead up to an event but for its

duration.



South Africa has worked closely with the number of other international agencies on the
best methods to gather, analyse and utilise accordingly the intelligence information,

e« To us INTERPOL acted as a central repository for professional and technical
expertise on transnational organized crime and as a clearinghouse for the
collection, collation, analysis and dissemination of information relating to
organized crime and criminal organizations.

» INTERPOL has helped us fo identify major criminal threats with potential to
disrupt the World Cup event.

a| To pursue strategic pa!'rtnerships with various organizations ‘and institutions

F‘uns:uing the route of intemnational co-operation is because we recognized that terrorism

is one of the prime evils that has plagued our world today, terrorists are prepared to kill

and maim innocent people.

The ability of police to exchange crucial data quickly and securely is a comerstone of
effective international law enforcement,

interpol's mission in this regard is to enhance go-operation among member countries
and stimulate the exchange of information between all national and intemational
enforcement bodies concermed with countering organized crime groups and related
corruption.

The i people and govemmenjt‘of'South;Africa wishes to thank INTERPOL, member
Countries, those countries thikt participated and those who did not,participate in the field
of pjlay for their co-operation and willingness to share information with our secuﬁiy
agencies thus making sure that the event goes smoothly without any security breach.

Organized crime.

Definitions of what constitutes organized crime vary widely from country to country.
However, organized groups are typically involved in many different types of criminal
activity spanning several countries. These activities may generally include cyber crime,
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trafflcklng in humans, weapons and drugs, armed robbery, counterfeiting and money
Iaunéedng

The networks: of crime have gmwn in lhen' reach. and sophlstmatlon across national
boundanes !

To us, as South Africans, the FIFA World Cup event has once more confirmed our belief
in co{llective effort in the fight against crime. As modern and progressive world, we need
to intensify our globalised approach in the fight against crime and criminality in general.
[t cannot be that crime syndicates remain sopbhisticated than law enforcement

authorities the warld over.

The hosting of this important event has helped us to enhance our ability to monitor and
analyse information related to specific areas of activity and criminal organizations

To irjitiate, prepare and participate in programs to improve the international sharing of

inforrfnation

To promote and cafry out ]olnt projects with other intemational organizations and
1nstttutwns active in specific crime areas

The 'drug trade and its associated problems continue to grow in most parts of the world.
Global abuse and acceséibility of drugs has become increasingly complex, as trafficking
routes have become shofter, more diverse and more easily traversed.

The drug trade involves growers, producers, couriers, suppliers, dealers and users and
affects people in almost all of INTERPOL's 188 member countries. The effect of drug
abuse is the disintegration of nations and distort the moral fibre of society thus
undermining the rule of law. It has to be fought with all the power and the means at our
dispc;;sal. It is one major waste of human endeavor to social progress.

lNTERPOL’s primary drug-control role :s to identify new drug trafF cking trends and
cnrmna[ organlzatuons operatlng at the mtematlonai level and to qssist all national and
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int@arriational; law enforcement -b'c_rdie‘s‘ concemed with counterirfgj'the illicit production,
trafficking arid abuse of drugs. !

The "struggle against the threat of criminal activity which causes instability in many
societies, is the struggle to live in peace and harmony.

Peace is the primary principle right for all humanity.

Through organizations like Interpol, humankind demonstrates firmness in opposition to
all cime mongers. The i'mportant thing now is for all these powerful forces to unite in the

struggle for peace.

We should not underestimate the resolve of these criminals. Criminal gangs will employ
every trick in the book to disunite, disorganize, distabilise forges such as Interpol
through fraud, bribery, corruption and by direct intimidation.
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It is our task, Indlvidually afnt!i collectively to safeguard the firmness and purity of
tnterpol It is also our duty to Jealously protect this body as a potent force for hope and a
symbol of triumph over evil,

We' must strive to raise the title and the significance of Interpol, higher and higher and
still higher.
We as police officers, police chiefs and police Ministers are jooked upon as a model in

everything, work and conduct.

We have to live and work in such a way that ordinary citizens could say “yes this is a
real police officer, Police Chief or Police Minister”.

Our Jask is to show tireleds doncem for the purity of Interpol rankq and dependability of
its members '

Our everyday practical work $houtd always be accompanied by honest and noble
concem for the Interpol cause. We have to win this 'war lgamst crime, in spite of the



obstacles on our way. As the African proverb say “however long the night, the dawn
will Break”.

i unity we shall overcome crime.

Th:a'nik you.
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